Wagga Heat v Shoalhaven Tigers

17/04/10

In what is turning out to be a horror start to the season for the Men's Senior Program of the Wagga Basketball Association, the Wagga Heat blew an early 15 point lead against the Shoalhaven Tigers in Shoalhaven last Saturday night to eventually go down by 4 in front of a parochial Tigers home crowd.

After finding themselves down early in the first quarter, the Heat went on a scoring tear to go into the quarter time break up 10 points.   This was mainly due to the impact and return from work duties of Heat veteran, and former NSW State League MVP, Paul Prowse, whose shooting prowess, was a welcome relief to a team struggling to stick mid-range jump shots early in the season.

As is the case with Shoalhaven Basketball Teams, they never give up, and their commitment in the second quarter to a structured offence saw them go into the half time break down only by 5 with the home crowd starting to get fired up.

The third quarter was a “see saw” affair with both sides taking advantage of momentum swings in the quarter.   Heat guard Wade Willoughby was starting to heat up on the perimeter and Heat big man Ken “Busta” Robertson was continuing to draw fouls inside which was raising the ire of the Shoalhaven front-line.   In addition, long-time Wagga Basketball player, Cameron McKenzie was making his first appearance in a Heat jersey for 5 years and whilst rusty in his debut, the Heat is certainly a better squad with the talented big man on the floor.  At the end of the third quarter the Heat led by three but the momentum was fully in Shoalhaven’s favour.

A 20 – 9 last quarter by Shoalhaven, where the Heat did not score for the last 4 minutes of the game, was the icing on the cake for the visiting side who now find themselves firmly implanted on the bottom of the ladder after 4 rounds.   The only relief being that the Heats first 5 games of the season have been away from their home court “The Incinerator” where strangely, they are a much tougher proposition than on the road in recent times.

Next game is another away game in Queanbeyan on the 01 May 10, where the Heat will have to show a better defensive effort than the last game against the Yowies in the season opener to be any hope of causing an upset.

Final Score

Shoalhaven 


64

Wagga Heat


60

Top Scorers 

Paul Prowse


18

Ken Robertson

12

Dom Tye


  9



