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ANZAC DAY 2010 is GRANDPARENTS DAY at  VAMPIRES home games

As you know this year we are scheduled to play games this Sunday on ANZAC DAY.

We are going to make this Grandparents Day for all our teams and encourage the kids to bring their grandparents to the game.
As we all know, ANZAC DAY holds a special place for all Australians and is a day that should be treated with both respect and celebration. We think having games scheduled on this day gives us a tremendous opportunity to share with the kids the importance of this day as well.

At the home games, one of our team officials will explain to the kids the significance of ANZAC DAY before handing over to one of the Grandparents to address both teams. The Grandparent will talk about either their personal experiences of ANZAC DAY growing up, or just what ANZAC DAY and the spirit of the ANZAC’s means to them. This will be for 90 seconds maximum. 
Before the bounce, one of the officials in our team will ask both teams to line up with their parents/grandparents behind them and observe a minute’s silence. We will then ask all the kids, parents and grandparents to walk across and shake the hand of one of the opposition team, parents and grandparents in a show of respect and to show that we are very lucky to be able to play our sport hard but with respect for the opposition thanks to the efforts of those that have fought for this very freedom. Also, the grandparent of our captain for the day will go with the boy when they toss the coin.

The kids all watch the Anzac Day game and will also love the thought that they are like Collingwood and Essendon. 
We will have the BBQ going on the day to encourage the grandparents to stay around for a sausage and to have a chat to the other grandparents.
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’The Anzac tradition - the ideals of courage, endurance and mateship that are still relevant today - was established on 25 April, 1915 when the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula.
It was the start of a campaign that lasted eight months and resulted in some 25 000 Australian casualties, including 8 700 who were killed or died of wounds or disease.
The men who served on the Gallipoli Peninsula created a legend, adding the word ‘Anzac’ to our vocabulary and creating the notion of the Anzac spirit.
In 1916, the first anniversary of the landing was observed in Australia, New Zealand and England and by troops in Egypt. That year, 25 April was officially named ‘Anzac Day’ by the Acting Prime Minister, George Pearce.
By the 1920s, Anzac Day ceremonies were held throughout Australia. All States had designated Anzac Day as a public holiday. In the 1940s, Second World War veterans joined parades around the country. In the ensuing decades, returned servicemen and women from the conflicts in Korea, Malaya, Indonesia, Vietnam and Iraq, veterans from allied countries and peacekeepers joined the parades.
During the 1960s and 1970s, the number of people attending the ceremonies fell as Australians questioned the relevance of Anzac Day. However, in the 1990s there was a resurgence of interest in Anzac Day, with attendances, particularly by young people, increasing across Australia and with many making the pilgrimage to the Gallipoli Peninsula to attend the Dawn Service.’ [1].

