BLAZE TAKE DOWN PENRITH

The Wagga Blaze recorded a comfortable 22-point victory over the Penrith Panthers in State Basketball League action in Penrith on Saturday afternoon.  After establishing a commanding 24-point lead at half time the Blaze cruised home winning 72 – 49.

The Blaze shot out of the blocks in the first quarter outscoring the home side 23 – 7 to set up a match winning lead.  Captain Ash Hayllar was prominent with 8 points for the quarter along with junior Emily Bell who scored 4 points and provided the side with run and spark.  Centre Apryl Geale was also impressive as the Penrith side struggled against her extra height.

The second quarter saw the Blaze extend their lead outscoring the Panthers 18 –10 to see the half time score at 41 – 17.   The Wagga girls were combining well and showed that they have the ability to play extremely good basketball when they are in sync.

Defensively the Blaze were well on top and seemed to be headed for a repeat of their last start victory against Blue Mountains, but the Panthers came out much more aggressively in the third quarter.  The home side upped the ante by going inside to their bigs and the Blaze struggled to adjust their patterns to deal with this.  Offensively, the Blaze went quiet and only scored 13 points for the quarter.  Penrith more than doubled their half time score in this quarter alone.

The Blaze still led the game 54 – 35, a safe 19-point margin, but the Penrith side had exposed some areas in the Wagga team’s game that will need some attention if they wish to go deep into this year’s competition.

With the game safely in the bag, Coach Mullins took the chance to run his bench players for large parts of the last quarter and they were able to outscore the hosts 17 – 14 to bring up the final scoreline of 71 – 49.

The Blaze again had a good spread of scorers with captain Ash Hayllar finding her range again to post a game high 22 points.  Caren Hugo again stepped up with 13 points and Michelle Edmanson also reached double figures with 10 points for the game.

Although the win should see the Wagga side jump into the top 4 for the first time this season, Coach Mullins will be disappointed with a drop in intensity after half time that allowed Penrith back into the game during the third quarter.  The Blaze will need to work hard on focusing for a full 4 quarters before next week’s home game against defending champions, the Central Coast Crusaders.

Final Score

Wagga Wagga Blaze

71

Penrith Panthers

49

Top Scorers
Ash Hayllar


22

Caren Hugo


13

Michelle Edmanson

10

Quarter by Quarter

1st
2nd
3rd
4th


Wagga Wagga Blaze

23
41
54
71

Penrith Panthers

  7
17
35
49
