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	Sponsors
	


Wests Juniors is grateful for the support it receives from each of its sponsors throughout 
the year.

Major sponsor
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QUIENSLAND
ORTHOPAEDIC CLINIC




	
Queensland Orthopaedic Clinic 
Suite 30, Level 2, Wesley Medical Centre 
40 Chasely Street, Auchenflower 
Telephone 3232 7566
www.qldoc.com.au 
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Other sponsors
	KGB Security Locksmiths
Shop 5, 200 Moggill Road, Taringa
Telephone 1300 55 6500
www.kgbsecurity.com.au
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	Pensar
Suite 4, 28 Donkin Street, West End
Telephone 3846 5922
www.pensar.com.au

	
	

	
	Toowong Hardware
Cnr Whitmore & Campbell Streets, Toowong 
Telephone 3870 7112


	
	Councillor Peter Matic
Toowong Ward Office
50 High Street, Toowong
Telephone 3403 2520
Email: toowong.ward@ecn.net.au


	
	Sport and Recreation Queensland
Level 14, 41 George Street, Brisbane
Telephone 3237 0098
www.sportrec.qld.gov.au


	Committee members
	


Executive Management Committee 2009
	Name
	Role

	Jon Lorraine
	President (until March)

	Ernie Harvey
	Vice president

	Andrew Wellington
	Treasurer

	Andrew Sivijs
	Secretary


Management Committee 2009
	Andy Rosen
	UQ Bulldogs liaison

	Belinda Sharpless
	Canteen coordinator

	Bob Sharpless
	Club umpires and grants coordinator

	Carrie Ritchie
	Registrar

	Di Larson-Smith
	Canteen coordinator

	Julie Graham
	Member

	Keith ‘Happy’ Wallis
	Director of Coaching and Auskick coordinator

	Lester Kirkwood
	Skills coach and youth football representative (U12-U16)

	Maurie Hand
	Member

	Rob Labrom
	Member

	Rohan Teasdale
	Member

	Steve Wootten
	Member

	Sue Dielemans
	Canteen coordinator


	Vice president’s report
	


West Juniors had a very successful year in 2009 starting with the upgrade of the oval lighting and ending with three teams making the youth finals. This success can be attributed to the hard working volunteers who provide the endless hours, strategic direction and support needed for the smooth running of a footy club. It seems like only yesterday that 
I was thanking Jon Lorraine at the beginning of the year for his tireless work as Club President when he retired from the position. At that time Jon and his team had already set in motion the strong management that led to another successful year.

Congratulations to the management team of 2009. Some in particular need special thanks starting with the retiring Di Larsen-Smith who ran the canteen with precision and to Maurie Hand who spent many hours working around the club to keep the West Juniors engine running smoothly. Others who deserve special thanks include Carrie Richie who worked magnificently as registrar, managing the start of season sign-on and registrations which is a huge task and one that many of us take for granted. A special thanks to Andrew Wellington who will step down from his role of treasurer after a number of years in that role. Thanks also to Julie Graham who has taken on the task of establishing the new West Juniors web site and Bob Sharpless for coordinating the club umpires for the past few years. And finally to all the committee members who spent many nights planning the year’s events and to those reliable few who take up the challenge to cook on the barbeque or to serve behind the canteen, thank you from all the children who as a consequence partake in footy.     

A special thank you goes to Alister Gaw who played a significant part in the installation and ongoing maintenance of the oval lights. Also the club is grateful for the assistance of the State Government, Brisbane City Council and the AFL for the grants that enabled West Juniors to upgrade the lighting system.

Every year footy clubs enjoy success by fielding teams of boys and girls each week so that they can enjoy sport. But every now and then something special comes along in the form of a grand final win. For the boys of the U14 division 3 team who struggled to form a team at the beginning of the season, it was 2009! Congratulations also to the U13s who made the division 1 semi-finals and the U16s who started the season down on numbers and also ended up making the semi-finals.
This season the club maintained its number of junior registrations in what has been a forgettable year economically. The club’s success is attributed to the dedication of all who coached, managed, ran water, ran the boundary, waved the flags or just supported their children playing sport.  

A special mention goes to the boys who played representative football in 2009:

· Joseph Bingley – Met West U12s

· Oliver Richie – Queensland U12s

· Logan Murray – Western Taipans U14s

· Joshua Zaghini – Met West U15s. 

Congratulations to coaches Steve Murray and Mark Richie for achieving their 100 games coaching, and to Keith ‘Happy’ Wallis for reaching his 750 games as coach at West Juniors. 
Other achievements worth mentioning are that Oliver Richie (U12s), Logan Murray (U13s) and Adam Dunne (U16s) were finalists in the AFLBJ 2009 Awards ceremony which meant that they were placed in the top four voting for their divisions. This year, Adam Dunne won the medal for Best and Fairest in the U16 division 4 voted by the umpires. 
As we celebrate the success of 2009, we should not forget next year because just as children grow up and move on, so too do the dedicated band of volunteers. The club would like the management team topped up with parents of the younger players moving up through the grades. I know from my experience that it can be very rewarding, both from a personal satisfaction level and that of seeing the joy the children express when they succeed.  

With all sporting clubs there is a need for financial support and at West Juniors we are fortunate to have Queensland Orthopaedic Clinic as our major sponsor. We thank them for this valuable support. In addition we need to recognise the support of Pensar which provided the excavation, foundations and concrete slab at cost for the new storage shed constructed in the later part of the season. Thanks also to KGB Security Locksmiths and Toowong Hardware for their ongoing sponsorship of the club.
I recently met with Brisbane City Council parks and gardens coordinator and I am pleased to announce that in 2010, council will be installing playground equipment on the northern side of the oval, together with an additional shade shelter beside the playing oval which will house our first aid person during footy games. These improvements can be directly attributed to the strong support that local councillor Peter Matic has provided to West Juniors over the years. 
In addition to these works we were fortunate to have Wood & Grieve Civil & Structural Engineers design free-of-charge a redevelopment for the existing car park adjoining the clubhouse. Brisbane City Council is currently pricing this work with the view to including the car park upgrade in future parks works budgets.

Other projects on the drawing board for 2010 include an application for a government grant to provide a shade structure over the concrete area at the front of the clubhouse. If successful, this new space could provide an area for club functions and shading for spectators of both football and cricket games. 

Finally, while speaking of improvements, I must commend Brisbane Boys College on their maintenance of the ground through the summer. At the commencement of the 2009 footy season the ground was in a magnificent condition and this can be directly attributed to the ground staff at BBC and their dedication to maintaining the oval. The partnership with BBC has been one of mutual respect, and construction of the storage shed is a prime example of how this partnership works.   

Congratulations to the committee and parents at West Juniors for an enjoyable year, both on and off the ground, and I hope to see you all back in 2010.

Ernie Harvey
Vice president

	Auskick report
	


The Wests Juniors Auskick program continues to develop over the years. This year we ran a 17-week program, with a focus on the fundamental skills of the game early in the season, and an increasing shift to actual footy games as the year went on. We had 57 participants in this year’s clinic and averaged an impressive 40 children per session. For some of our Auskick graduates now playing in the U8 competitions, an additional highlight was a trip to the Gabba to join in the half-time activities.
Off-field highlights this year included winning the National Australia Bank’s Footy Frenzy football competition. Two North Melbourne Kangaroos players, Andrew Swallow and Lachlan Hansen, joined an Auskick training session in August to celebrate. Many thanks to Brad Wood for organising this visit – it was a big hit with the kids.
Once again a big thank you must go to Chris Tison for his support as trainee Auskick coordinator. Also lending a hand throughout the year were our assistants Fraser Labrom and Ollie Wooten, both U12 players at Wests.
Parental participation is an important aspect of the clinic and, in particular, we would like to thank Ian Selth and Matt Palmer for their enthusiastic assistance throughout the year. Thanks must also go to Auskick Administrator Rohan Teasdale for managing the off-field activities. Thanks to Di Larson-Smith and Catriona Labrom, with help from many others, for operating the canteen each week. Also thanks to Steve Wooten and Maurie Hand for manning the barbeque – this always adds to the atmosphere of the night. Thanks to the Wests Committee for all their ongoing support with the canteen and sausage sizzles. And finally, thanks to Kate Misson, our AFLBJ Auskick Coordinator, for her support throughout the year.
Finally, we hope to see you all back at the club in 2010 either as a Bulldog in the U8 Saturday competition or for another dose of Auskick.
Keith ‘Happy’ Wallis
Auskick Coordinator
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	Under 8 white
	


Coaches: Cam Bulley and Andrew Bolton
Manager: Dean and Maree Austin 
Season 2009 has been a very challenging yet highly rewarding season for the U8 whites. Challenging due to rarely being able to train JUST as a team a lot of the time. Rewarding for many reasons including the development of all our young men as AFL footballers, the fun the kids and their siblings had on training and game days as well as the friendships that grew between the kids and the parents.

Andrew and I got great satisfaction from seeing ALL the boys perform many of the skills on game day that they had practiced during the week. It gave Andrew and me great satisfaction to see the smiles on their faces during the games and after as they reviewed their own performances. While the U8s are not meant to keep score, the boys knew exactly who won each game, and going through the season undefeated is something they can be proud of for the rest of their lives.

There are many people who contributed to our season. Rohan Teasdale and Andrew Sivijs did magnificent jobs organising everything, often behind the scenes. To the boys’ parents we must give a huge thanks – just knowing that you are at training or the games means a lot to your sons. Being able to look over at the sideline to see you supporting them gives them peace of mind and a lot of satisfaction when they do something they think would make you proud. The U8 white parents were ALL excellent help whenever it came to performing an off-field role or assisting on training nights. A big thanks for making Dean, Maree, Andrew and my jobs easier.
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	Dean and Maree Austin as managers performed their role to perfection. Andrew and I never had a worry when it came to team sheets, finding parents to perform match day roles or getting information back to the club. They did such a good job I hear they may be prepared to put their hands up next year too! 



A big thank you to my joint coach Andrew Bolton. Andrew’s passion and enthusiasm for the game was infectious and these qualities were evident in our boys’ performances during each game. 
Finally thank you to all the boys in the UNDEFEATED U8 whites. You all should be very proud of your season as Andrew and I are of each of you. We thoroughly enjoyed coaching you and the many laughs we had together during the year. 
William Trigar #2
Another great season from William. What most impressed us about his game this year was his desire to make a contest even when it seemed he could not get there. Often William would come from nowhere to crash into a pack on the ground or in a marking contest. Remarkably, more often than not, Will would be seen sprinting away with the ball after one of these contests. He also began to look for team mates to pass to when he ran forward with the ball and his skills to find a Bulldog were excellent all year. We can’t wait to see you play U9s next year and continue to be an important player in your team.
Nicholas Austin #4
Nick enjoyed a fantastic year. His great skill is to gain possession and sprint away while looking for a team mate. Nick’s aggression to get the ball when on the ground was something we asked all his team mates to try and emulate, and his skills really developed as the year went on. We believe more body contact in U9s should really suit Nick and he will be a valuable player in 2010. Thanks for being such a treat to coach Nick and we can’t wait to see you terrorising opposition teams with your run and skill next year.

Connor Bulley #7
Connor’s second year of AFL was a real breakout season. Gaining confidence early in the season, he became a very important member of the Whites with his organising and passing skills. Connor reads the play very well and knows where to run to get the ball. We were impressed with his extra aggression at the ball which allowed him to get more possessions. Connor loves training as much as the games and we look forward to seeing you play u9s next year and continue to be an excellent team player.

Jack Donoghue #8
Jack is the sharpshooter of the u8 whites. He has a natural ability for AFL which is evident in his kicking skills. Many times Jack would take on two or three opposition players and manage to get clear, straighten up and kick a beautiful drop punt through the goals. Jack also learned to use his body to get control of the ball and this was most impressive considering he had not played AFL until last year. We enjoyed coaching Jack very much and trust he practices running straight when he kicks as he has a wonderful kicking action, much like Jonathan Brown. Great season Jack.
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Harry Middleton #9
Harry has a great nouse for AFL. It was obvious during the year that Harry is ready to step up to the next level of AFL football. Two examples were a powerful goal versus Yeronga which was no great thing for Harry but impressed everyone else at the ground, and his vision and kick to switch the play against Calamvale in the last game. Another quality of his game is his never-say-die attitude to chase and compete. These features of Harry’s game were displayed every week and were a lesson to all his team mates. Well done on a super 2009 mate.

Tomas Mitchell-Storey #10
Tomas had a fantastic first year of AFL. If anyone saw him play this year they would not believe it was his first season. Three goals in his first game, deadly accurate kicking after some fine tuning by Andrew, and a really aggressive attack on the ball were all features of Tomas’ game that will be remembered. He can only get better as his knowledge of the game and confidence grow. Thanks for such a great year and really contributing in every game you played, Tomas. A wonderful first year.

Cooper Hughes #10
Cooper also had a great first year of AFL. Although he was new to the game, he really enjoyed his footy. It was wonderful to see Cooper smiling almost the whole game and especially when he marked, kicked or goaled. We thought he was going to burst with delight in his first game after his first, then second goal. With confidence growing every training and game, Cooper really developed in his first year. Look out during season two when you will be an even more important member of your team. Congratulations on a great first year Cooper.

Sam Bolton #18
The spark became a flame for Sam in season 2009. Sam’s passion for the game was ignited this year and it was a great sight to see him play at a brand new level. The thing that stood out about Sam’s game in 2009, apart from his usual toughness, new-found goal kicking ability and ability to run and bounce then deliver to his team mates, was his overhead marking. Everyone except Sam was astounded by his ability to mark strongly overhead. His confidence grew as the season progressed and his marks became stronger and more spectacular. Good luck in 2010, Sam. We can’t wait to see you carry your great form into next year.
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	Under 8 maroon
	


Coach and manager: Stephen Vick

The Under 8 Maroons was the convergence of enthusiastic and highly energised boys with a first-time coach on a steep learning curve. Both boys and coach had a lot of fun and bonded well as a team.

Strong performances on the field resulted in a very successful season. I would like to thank the boys for their commitment and determination on the field. Thanks also to the parents for their encouragement and support, in particular those who assisted with goal umpiring, refreshments, first aid, time keeping, canteen duties and cheering. 
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Xavier Chichero
Xavier found his place in midfield. He is a tall, athletic player who is good in the ruck and thrived on winning the ball. His ball handling and kicking skills developed strongly as the season progressed and his confidence grew. Xavier also mastered the ‘goose step’ and ‘dummy pass’, confusing the opposition and entertaining the parents with his on-field antics. 

Harry Douglass
Harry D is best described as a dynamic ball of energy who always gave 110 per cent, even when sledging the opposition. He displayed true bulldog qualities: stability, strength and intensity. Harry D was always hungry for the ball and a solid performer. He demonstrated natural leadership qualities and was a constant source of motivation for both the team and its coach.   

Ben Gillett
Ben was the youngest and quietest player in the team, yet displayed the determination of a bulldog. He was committed and loyal to the team, and loved to take the fight to the opposition, challenging anyone for the ball. Ben was a consistent performer regardless of his position on the field and demonstrated strong kicking and ball handling skills. 
Joseph Hart
Joseph was a keen and enthusiastic member of the team. He lived up to his name, displaying ‘heart’, courage and dedication to the game. Joseph loved playing in the forwards, and had a long kick and a strong mark. He always saved his energy and passion for game day.
	Nathan Lu
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	Nathan was a solid all-round performer who enjoyed playing in the midfield. He displayed excellent 
ball-handling skills, and possessed a long kick and a strong mark. Nathan was always involved in the play and proved dominant in the ruck.  

Harry Rackemann
Harry R displayed finesse and ball-handling skills beyond his years. He excelled in all facets of the game, exhibiting natural on-field ability. Harry R was a consistent performer and was strongly committed to the team. He thrived on ball possession, kicking goals, and would always pull out something special. 
	

	Advaith Suresh
	


Advaith was a strong and consistent all-round player who quickly adapted to all zones on the field. He was the quiet achiever of the team and possessed a strong mark and a long kick.   Advaith was an enthusiastic and committed player and could be relied upon to perform on game day.

Andrew Vick
Andrew enjoyed his first year on the field and developed confidence and skills as the season progressed. He displayed a strong sense of team spirit and was a consistent contributor. He was enthusiastic, determined, and mindful about doing the best he could for team and coach (Dad).   
	Under 8 black
	


Coach: Josh Hunt
Manager: Kate Flintoff
It was a successful year for our team on a number of fronts. We had fun, every player showed solid progression in skills and understanding of the game, and the team bonded nicely. The season ended on a high with the team playing superbly in the final four games.  
Of particular note was the development of a confident running game, whereby the guys were having a run and a bounce, not just looking for an immediate kick or handball. Some of the more experienced players showed an ability to look up the field, pick out team mates and select good options for moving the ball forward. I hope to see all of the boys back next year.

Thanks to Kate Flintoff for being a great manager and for suggesting that I give coaching a go – it was a rewarding experience. Thanks to all the parents who contributed to making sure the boys had a positive and fun environment.
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Angus Clark
Angus’s first year in club football was a success. As the season progressed, his enthusiasm for the game grew and so did his confidence. He enjoyed teaming up with his good friend Alexander in the final couple of games and kicked a memorable goal. It was a standout for my season to see him get into footy and I am sure that he will enter the U9s confident to continue his progression.
Nathan Donald
This was Nathan’s second year of football and it showed. He was confident, threw himself into each game and enjoyed himself. He read the play well, kept on his feet and moved the ball quickly. As the team’s running game developed, it suited him nicely. Nathan was particularly dangerous in the forward zone when he had space to work.

Alexander Flintoff
Alexander was another veteran of two years. His booming left foot was even stronger than last year. He is highly motivated and focused on doing his bit for the team. He was a courageous marker of the ball, coordinated well with Thomas in the clearances, and showed leadership skills. Alexander will enter the U9s as a solid performer.

Mitch Labrom
Mitch had a great first year. Coming from a footballing family and with a strong Auskick background, there was never any doubt that he would thrive in the U8s. From the start of the season he trained hard, focused on the job at hand and always threw himself into the heart of the game. He read the play extraordinarily well for his age and shared the ball well with his teammates. Mitch’s enthusiasm and hardworking discipline was admirable.

Max Heath
Max was a highly-disciplined team player. As one of the fastest players in the team, he often led the pack to the ball. He bounced back well from a hard knock that nearly cost him a tooth. He enjoys his football and his hardworking approach will result in a continued progression of his skills. Max’s development as a reliable reader of the play with sure hands and speed, guarantee he’ll be a valuable contributor next year.

Bayley Judson
Bailey was a surprise packet as a first year player. His training in Auskick had obviously paid dividends. His all-round skills were strong from the start of the season. With his marking ability and long, straight kicks, he was a natural forward. He showed great discipline and compassion for his team mates. Another year in the U8s will really build his confidence.

Thomas Hunt
Thomas had a great year. His confidence kicked in for the second half of the season and he transformed as a player. He combined well with Alexander in the centre to rapidly transfer the ball into our forward zone. For a tall player, he was surprisingly fast and good at picking up the ball in heavy traffic. Thomas is ready for the rough and tumble of the U9s next year.

William Hunt
Will’s confidence and skills were really impressive this year. A summer of kicking the ball in the park paid off. Towards the end of the season he was consistently taking multiple marks across centre half back, forming an impenetrable wall. He also developed a healthy hunger for the goals which encouraged him to take a long run to position himself in range before kicking. I am confident he’ll really hit his straps next year.
	Under 9
	


Coach: Bill Guy
Assistant coach: Ralph Belperio

Manager: Shannon Beaumont
The U9 team had a mixed year this year. A promising future beckoned with the core of the team coming up from the U8s last year and many from the same team. However we struggled to get the numbers for the team and this meant being outnumbered in a significant number of games. The team was under enormous pressure with ‘double zoning’ players needing to work very hard to cover the gaps. Sometimes the pressure showed.

When we lost Sandy with a broken finger (not from football!), we were down to eight players. This was partially offset when we welcomed Cameron to the team at the back end of the season. We were extremely grateful to the U8 Bulldogs boys who played with us when they could. When we were able to put a full side on the paddock, we showed our true Bulldog spirit and ability.

The season draw had us on the road for a long time, and not playing at home from late May to early August took its toll. The return home game in Round 14 at Oakman Park was a memorable one for the team in front of the mighty Bulldogs’ family and fans. Other games locked in the memory were Round 1 at Oakman Park under the rolling thunder and cracking lighting as the storm rolled in until the game was abandoned, Nick Vile’s 50th game in Round 4 where the team used our dressing rooms and ran through the specially prepared banner, and Round 10 for the game of water polo we played at a flooded Jindalee – sorry to the mums for asking the team to enjoy the mud.  

Each team member showed steady improvement in basic skills and, more importantly, the ability to start to read the play and position themselves well. We saw banana kicks and drop kicks emerging, and we will have to teach them the ‘torp’ soon.  The bigger field also improved our fitness level due to lots more running, especially when double zoning. All of the team had plenty of touches, tackles and importantly kicked goals, but gained a few bumps and bruises along the way.  

Thanks to Ralph for assisting with the coaching. I’d like to thank each of the team and their parents for their help. Also thanks to the orange peelers and the snake wranglers – the team could not have achieved without your help and I know that they thank you. Following is a brief summary of the players and how they went during the year.    
Alex Guy
This was Alex’s second year of footy as one of the team’s fierce hard-ball-get players. Still under 8 years old and playing up with the bigger boys, Alex is small in stature but big in heart. He loves to tackle the opposition and lock the ball up. Alex could be relied on to stop the opposition attack by getting in and gaining the Bulldogs a 50/50 contest. Loved to step onto his favourite left foot and kick goals. Great courage Alex.

Cameron Edwards
Cameron joined the team in the later part of the season from Auskick and immediately left his mark on the team, and the opposition. Tall, with great hands and a wonderful long kick, he is a talented on-baller. He added more than just another player to an undermanned team. A good listener and able to respond to game instructions very well. As a result he gained lots of possessions for the team. Fantastic stuff Cameron.
Daniel Belperio
Daniel is the team’s quiet achiever. A tall boy with good hands and a silky left foot. Great in the ruck and reads the play very well, with great positional work often cutting off opposition attacks. A sore knee stifled his kicking penetration for a while, but thankfully the long boot returned. Kicked some lovely goals during the year and supplied the ball to his team mates very well. Well done Daniel, great year.

Jack Guy
Jack is turning into a great defender. Smooth hands and loves to feel the footy, this is the result of all his hard training away from the team. A solid handballer, always willing to share the ball around, sometimes when he should back himself to take the kick or make the play.  Good solid body, can leave his mark on the opposition. A real team player and loves to run with the ball. Jack will develop into a solid defensive back and can blunt opposition attacks.   Go you good thing, Jack.

Khai Beaumont
Khai is a great, nuggety small rover who loves to get in there and scrap. Another of the team’s small units, he often played above his height and weight against bigger opponents. Gained lots of possessions when the ball hit the ground, with good run and carry of the ball.  Very popular in the team and one of the regular team chants this year was, “Khai, are your laces tied up?”
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Ned Warner
Of all the team members, Ned showed the most improvement over the year. He was new to the game at the start of the year and invaluable to the team at the end. Ned is a fantastic tackler – you try to get past him. His tackling often won him the ball and goals resulted for the team. Very popular within the team and we all celebrated his successes during the course of the year. Keep it up Ned, you can do it.
Nick Vile
Nick past 50 games this year and his experience showed. He is a tenacious and tough 
mid-fielder who is fierce at the ball. Loves to tackle and won’t let go. His mum says it comes from having older brothers. Nick loved the mud at Jindalee and was sensational in that game. He needs to trust his team mates by sharing the ball and thereby bringing them into the game. Another team mantra is, “Can someone tie up Nick’s laces?”    

Ryan Bell
Rhino, as known to the team, is another of our great small midfielders at the Dogs. Can swoop onto a ball and loves to run and bounce with great delivery downfield. A player who seems to make time slow down, steady and safe in the heat of battle. Loves to kick goals but also often did the team thing and shared the possessions. Go Rhino!

Sandy Goetjens
Sandy was another new player to the Dogs this year and you could hear the crowd ask, ”Who is that kid?” Tall, great hands and a long kick, albeit with a bit of a hook, Sandy proved himself to be the rock of the team. Unfortunately he broke his finger and when unavailable, the team suffered. We couldn’t wait for him to return. Sandy can really tackle, 
I mean really tackle, with too much force sometimes. A great solid body, he will be fantastic running off the back zone in the future – just don’t get in his way.

Sarah Teasdale
Sarah had her third year with the Dogs and is coming up to a personal milestone of 50 games soon. A quiet achiever within the team, she loves to run and distribute the ball. She took some great marks and grabbed some great goals during the year. A promising forward in the making. Well done Sarah.
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	Under 10 white
	


Coaches: Lindsay Trigar and Craig Mercer

Manager: Danny Smith

2009 has been a fantastic year for the Under 10 White team! Congratulations to each team member, and to the many parents, grandparents, and other team supporters for contributing to make it so.

What makes this team a delight to coach and to be a part of – team spirit – the ethic that there is something more to be gained from this game than merely being a single player or supporter. And this playing group has ‘team spirit’ in spades. The ‘team’ ethic was shared strongly by the 11 starting members of the team, and grew with the inclusion of Beau Walker Tyrell and Aidan Thompson later in the season.

Danny Smith has been an inspirational team manager and additional part-time skills coach, always organised and ready with a willing band of parents to perform the many functions required of the home game team and lending a hand on all fronts at away games. Thanks Danny for a standout season.
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On the coaching front, we have been ably assisted by many through the course of the year – Geoff Woolcock (part time specialist ruck coach), Marco Barazza and Rob Labrom. Thanks to all of these guys for assisting us throughout 2009.
The season commenced with two simple mantras – to have fun, and to learn some new skills.  As coaches we firmly believe the season has been an enormous success on both fronts. From the coaches’ point of view, we have immensely enjoyed the Wednesday night training sessions and weekend game days. We believe that the skills and drills practiced over the course of the year will hold this team in good stead for the U11 season next year.  

Importantly every boy has shown significant advancement in their skills throughout the season and converted these skills into match-winning performances on game day – even if we don’t officially keep score.  
We would like to thank all of the parents who involved themselves in team activities over the season. Whenever we looked around we had helpers goal umpiring, staffing the canteen, covering those important positions of first aid and ground marshall, and ensuring oranges and snakes were on hand to keep the boys’ energy levels peaking. It’s been a great year.

While every boy has shared the spotlight from time to time, Zane Vozveteca has been the standout improver for 2009. Zane’s performance has been matched by many others as follows.
Aidan Thompson
In his first year with Wests (having joined from Kenmore Bears), Aidan showed considerable grit and determination, and an ability to set up some great passages of play. His footy skills improved tremendously over the year and he has been a great addition to the team. Champion season Aidan.

Beau Walker Tyrell
This is Beau’s first season of AFL and what a season he had. He showed immense courage hovering at the edge of the ruck ready to dive into the pack and scoop up the loose ball. His skills are developing well and he looks set for a huge 2010. Wonderful season Beau.

Bill Bingham 
Without doubt Bill has been one of the keepers of team spirit for 2009. He combines skills and match play with encouragement for team members in all situations. Bill reads the play well and sets himself up in the forward pocket to pounce on the loose ball and send it flying through the goal posts. Terrific year Bill.

Chris Smith
Chris is one of our quiet achievers. He possesses an all-round game, with skills in attack and defence evident on most game days. His marking ability is on show always and he can similarly always be counted on to deliver the ball forward when it counts. Great season Chris.

Dominic Mercer
If there is another keeper of team spirit in the team, then Dominic is it. Effective wherever he plays, Dominic had an impressive year. He continued to develop his ability to crumb the loose ball and combined this with some aggressive tackling when required. Quick hand passes are another feature of his game. Another top year Dom. 

Douglas Matthew 
A good all-round, unselfish team player, Doug is always on hand to move the ball forward via handpass or kick to other team members. His enthusiasm is matched by an ability to move quickly to the play and stand off the ruck, ready to scoop up the loose ball. Terrific year Doug.

Hainian Yu
In his second season of AFL Hainian is the fastest player on the team. His ability to move quickly over the ground, combined with his marking and left-foot kicking ability mean that Hainian is always in the thick of the action, and moving the team determinedly towards a scoring opportunity. Great year Hainian.

Isaac Trigar
Isaac is a player of immense determination and talent. He possesses great kicking and handballing skills, and can out-step many opposition players while moving forward. His marking under pressure is another feature of his developing game. Champion season Isaac.

Lachlan Barazza
Lachlan is one of the team’s standouts. He possesses all-round skills and a natural ability to read the play and know where to place himself to be most effective. Huge kicks and impressive marks are a feature of his game. Thanks Lachlan for another fantastic year.  

Nathan Loy
Nathan has been one of our consistently best players for 2009. He combines a huge kick with solid marking ability, and is always in the thick of the action. On many occasions Nathan turned defence into attack with his ability to reef the ball downfield. Another great season Nathan.

Sandy Labrom
Sandy may be one of the younger members of the team, but this in no way has diminished his enormous contribution this year. He is one of the team’s top performers. His skills have continued to improve, with both kicking and marking a feature of his developing, unselfish play. Well done Sandy on a terrific year.

William Peden
Willliam was new to AFL in 2009 but developed some fantastic skills over the course of the season. His marking ability and speed across the ground were features of his game. He worked hard across the ground and made a huge contribution to the success of the team. William, a terrific start to your AFL career.

Zane Vozvoteca
Zane’s second season of AFL has been impressive to say the least. He picked up where he left off last year and continued to develop strong kicking and marking skills. His courage has been displayed many times, diving into packs and emerging with the ball firmly grasped, and then moving forward to other team mates. Another great season Zane.
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	Under 10 maroon
	


Coach:
Andrew Sivijs

Assistant coach: Gary Saunders

Team Manager: Michael Gillett

As I entered my fourth year as a coach for junior football with Wests, I was pondering what mix of lads I would have for 2009 and how they would come together as a team. It’s always in the back of a coach’s mind (even at junior level) as we coordinate sign-on and other 
pre-season dramas, how competitive the team will be and if the club will attract ‘new blood’ to its ranks. It became evident over the season that the U10 Wests Maroon team was very capable, committed and represented the Bulldogs’ fighting spirit in every sense. This team of enthusiastic characters was a delight for me to coach and guide through the nuances of junior footy. By season’s end, the boys had formed strong friendships and were fantastic representatives of the club. I am quietly confident we have a number of future top-level football players in our ranks.

Michael, Gary and I formed a solid coaching and administrative unit and I am greatly in their debt for their support over 2009. Thanks guys. I was able to rely on you both over a long season and we were able to have a good laugh as we tried to keep a bunch of energetic boys focused on football and not their team mate’s head or arm or the stars above. Both Gary and Michael engaged wonderfully well with the boys and there weren’t too many situations we couldn’t handle – maybe a couple of gossipers at training each week but other than that, the three amigos were a standout success! A special thanks to Rohan Teasdale and Andrew Wellington as well for the ‘behind the scenes’ duties that often go unnoticed, and are above and beyond the call of duty. Sensational effort, so thanks from all the 
junior teams.
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A BIG thank you also to the parents for making their boys available to Wests Juniors and committing the time and energy to ensure they were at training, had their mouthguards, water bottles, their finger nails finely groomed, attended to the canteen etc, etc – it’s a tough gig sorting kids for sport so your efforts were very much appreciated. Gear up for 2010 as it’s only going to be a grander event! If our end of season BBQ was any indication, we have a fine community within the club and our future looks very positive.
Thanks to all at Wests for a very enjoyable 2009. This especially includes our talented young umpires who contributed week in and week out, and ensured our games were played in the right spirit. We still have the best umps in the competition!
Morgan Gillett
It was a pleasure to coach Morgan for the second time and his fitness and attack on the football have certainly improved. He played his 50th game for the club this year which is a great achievement and one he should be proud of. He was famous for his quick handball (often to Ethan) and was able to kick some impressive goals. A great team player who finished the year strongly. Head up mate as you are wonderful to coach. Well done champ.

Stephen Goodhill
One of the boys who just ‘clicked’ after the first few games and became a quiet leader on and off the field. He had a very consistent season and was famous for his tackles, attack on the ball and ability to get free of opponents. His hand and eye skills are very good and he displayed a passion for the game. Contributed whenever asked to give a bit more and clearly is a thinker – a delight to coach and should have a huge 2010 as he steps up to U11s. Go for it Stephen!

Patrick Heart
A bit of an enigma, Patrick was capable of producing a whole bag of football tricks on any given day. Clearly does his best work in the forward line and certainly knows where the goals are. There’s an edginess to his style and this was evident in the local derby against the other Wests U10s team. After a slight ‘brain freeze’, he produced a cracker last quarter to sneak our team over the line. He should cause opponents no end of grief in 2010. Always capable of a surprise, he (and his cap) loves to compete. Great season Patrick.

Sam Jury
A first year player and simply a delight to coach and watch in action on the football field. His trademark in 2009 was his ability to slip in and under the contest to collect the football, and to dash clear for a clever chip pass. Never got run down by an opponent and had the ability to get to the drop of the ball. He is a member of an emerging ‘mosquito fleet’ for Wests at this age level and moves beautifully with the ball in hand. Quiet as a mouse and about the same size, he let his actions do the talking – they spoke very loudly indeed. Thanks for choosing Wests, Sam and congratulations on a wonderful 2009.

Thomas Meggitt
Thomas had a stellar 2009 and is a bit of a football ‘sleeper’ around Wests. We saw glimpses of the dash, tenacity and focus of a very promising footballer over the season. His charge and direct play out of the backs was a feature and he produced some very clever goals. 
This lad has potential to burn in that very slight frame and is one to watch over the next 
few years. He is a hard worker and great to have around the team. Thank you Thomas and 
I look forward to seeing you in 2010. Keep practicing with Dad!
Angus Murray
If Angus said more than a dozen words over the season, the coaching staff didn’t hear them! Another new lad to Wests and AFL, Angus improved remarkably in 15 games of football and by the last four or five rounds, was confident in his ability and place in the team. Respected and very well liked by his mates, Angus’s all round skills grew with each week and he was able to dominate several games. A sensational effort by a new Wests Bulldog and he definitely has a promising football career ahead of him. We’ll work on his vocabulary in 2010. Be very proud of your efforts Angus.
Jack Prescott
Quite simply: one tough hombre! Yet another first year player who made fantastic progress during the season. This lad understands the meaning of team discipline and was our ‘go to’ man when we needed some muscle in the packs. Never afraid to get down and dirty, his team mates valued his presence. A very hard worker on the training track and played his best footy steaming off the half-back line. Every team needs a Jack. A HUGE contribution and we really hope to see him at Wests in 2010. Jack, you are as tough as any old Bomber defender!
Luke Saunders
Another boy who lets his actions do the talking, Luke would barrel any opponent who got between him and the ball. I coached Luke in U8s and his approach to the game hasn’t changed – straight ahead and body over the ball. He is developing into a very rugged player, and his kicking and disposal skills are impressive. One of the strongest lads in his age group, his team mates relished his physical presence. Trains hard and fierce and will be a stand out in U11s – I can’t wait! He and Ethan had many tussles at training! Thanks for all your efforts Luke.

Toby Scholes
Quiet and unassuming, Toby was a pleasure to coach and is everything the Wests footy club represents. He trains like he plays and is one lad who listens to the coaching directions and makes every effort to implement the game plan. Toby played his 50th game for Wests in 2009 and is popular with his mates. Certainly knows how to lead from full-forward and attacks the ball at every opportunity. A fine season Toby and you should look forward to next year. 

Ethan Sivijs
As coach and father, it’s tough to comment on Ethan. At times, I singled him out in front of his mates and the parents and asked for more when the team was struggling. He never questioned me or the other Wests’ coaches and delivered every time. He trained the house down every week and his attack on the man and in the packs improved dramatically this year. Ethan has silky skills, can read the play better than most his age (and older) and his overhead marking was consistently impressive this year. Capable of running all day, he kicked some beautiful goals in 2009 and loved the big games. We all enjoyed watching him play and I’m a very proud dad. Thank you Ethan.

Thomas Smart
This kid is a cracker and would die in a ditch for his team. Tom gives new meaning to ‘gift of the gab’ and challenged the coaching staff every Wednesday night. He’s an emerging leader and worked tirelessly for the team over the whole season. Reliable and physical in his approach to footy, Tom provided many moments that enabled our team to match it with physically bigger teams. Never short of a word, you give him a job and he gets it done. Hates a goal and always produced the goods. Should improve again in U11s and as always, will keep the coaches on their toes. Great year big fella!

William Wilson
Will was another of our first year players and transitioned to AFL with incredible ease. A strong mark, an excellent kick on the left and right foot and able to run – the whole package! When the boys were in doubt, they kicked it to Will. The big unit was nimble on his feet and kicked too many long goals to count. Another who trained well and was fun to coach. A quick wit, sly grin and talent to burn – not fair! Soccer’s loss is our gain. The U11s better be ready for this guy because he’s going to make an impact. Keep running hard Will and I’ll see you at pre-season.
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	Under 11
	


Coaches: Brian Williams and Scott Fern

Manager: Rohan Teasdale
This is our fifth year of coaching and we have been very proud of the boys in terms of their on and off field performance. On field, the boys have been keen to develop their individual and team skills at training which has transferred into some very entertaining and skilful football on game day. Off field, it has been a pleasure to coach boys with genuine manners and it is a credit to each one of them and their parents – this is much appreciated.
We had a number of milestone games this year with five boys playing 50 games for the club. Congratulations to ‘Billy’, James, Max, Lachlan and Sam M on reaching this goal. Milestone games really lift the excitement level in the dressing rooms. On each occasion the boy celebrating their 50th had a fantastic game and the team performed well to make sure their mate celebrated the game with a win. Fifty games shows persistence and determination.  Great effort!!
The merging of the two U10 sides from last year has worked well, with a good mixture of tall key position players, quick midfielders and rock solid defenders combining well in the 15-a-side game. There has been a dramatic improvement during the year as the training drills were implemented into game day play.  It was very rewarding to witness our tackling, shepherding and the general movement of the ball from one end of the ground to the other to create scoring opportunities.

Lastly we would like to thank all of the parents for bringing the boys to training, attending on game day and helping with the duties at home games. A special thanks to Rohan as our very organised team manager who ensured we all knew where to be, when and at what time. Other mentions to David for being the trainer, Geoff for being the runner and Jo for being first aid officer on game day. We wish you and your families all the best over the break and look forward to seeing you next year in U12s.
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Harry Hingston #1

Harry had a great year particularly in the second half of the season where his confidence grew and he became an attacking forward, always putting himself in the right position to score. Harry’s achievements have been fantastic this year and, given he is playing up an age division, his skill development has been exceptional. Keep up the great work Harry! 
Liam Lafferty #3
Liam continued where he left off last year – with his hallmark defence being the basis of his game. His tenacious tackling ensured any forward on the opposing team was going to have a tough game. Liam’s superior fitness allowed him to play a key position in the back line as well as run on the ball when we needed. Unfortunately Liam suffered a broken leg in 
round 11. We all know he will back even stronger next year. 

Ethan Woolcock #4
Ethan had a great year which has seen him playing as an attacking forward and running in the midfield. He demonstrated great vision this year, always making the right decision with his disposals. He has created many opportunities for his team mates this year and his unselfish play, combined with his outstanding kicking skills, have been a standout of his play. Great year Ethan!
Brad Teasdale #5
Brad has been the standout ruckman this year not only for our team but for the entire competition. He has highly developed skills in the centre of the ground being able to organise the centre line players and accurately tap the ball to them to get the ball moving forward. Brad also played in key positions in both attack and defence where he performed at an equally high level. He topped off a great season by being selected in the district representative side. Well done Brad! 

Lauchie Scholes #6
Lauchie had an absolutely fantastic year running off the half back flank where he has been rock solid in defence and in creating a lot of our attacking moves forward. His determination and eyes for the ball have seen him win multiple Player of match awards. His progression from last year also sees him as one of the most improved players of the year. Lauchie is also a perfect gentleman at training and on game days and he is a pleasure to be around. Well done. 

Jack Middleton #7
Jack has had a tremendous year holding down the centre half back or centre half forward position. He is an extremely determined footballer and is one of first boys you would pick in the side as he always gives his best. Jack’s ability to break tackles and get a disposal ensured the ball was always going towards our goals and he limited any turnovers. Great season Jack! 

Lachie ‘Billy’ Graham #8
Billy had a tremendous season and has progressively improved with each game. He held key positions in defence but he has really excelled when given the opportunity of a key position up forward. Billy’s leading skills and his ability to read the play have seen him in clear space many times. As a result he has accumulated many possessions throughout the season and was often among our best each week. 
Sam Matthews #9
Sam had another great year. He loves playing off the half back flank where his defence each week ensured any opposing forward was in for a torrid time. Sam is not only our best tackler but he has added shepherding and clearance skills to his game which has started all of our movement forward to allow scoring opportunities for the team. Sam, Lauchie and James have been the stand out half back line of the competition. 

Luc Fern #10
Luc has chalked up over 80 games for the club this year. He has consistently played as a running forward and has presented himself to the contest when the ball comes his way. 
He also defends every turnover, and loves to chase down and tackle his opponent. Luc worked on his skills and positional play in the second half of the year which has seen possession of the football come his way. Well done Luc!
Jack Clayton #11
Jack has been the competition’s best player since he started in U8s. He displayed exceptional skills of the left side of his body and is now very determined to reflect the same silky skills on his opposite side. Jack has always displayed a knowledge and execution of the game way beyond his years. These accolades are compounded given he is playing up a year for his age. Hopefully he will return to AFL mid 2010 after a year off playing rugby in France!
Max Dettle #12
Max is a great boy who has excelled in the second half of the season. He has trained well throughout the year. As his confidence grew, his performance on game day was fantastic. Max celebrated his 50th game this year and forward leading always put him in the right position to kick goals. He was a very popular Man of the Match when he kicked four goals against Calamvale. Great year Max!
Sam Jackway #13
Sam had another great year since taking up football. He played in defence a lot this year. 
He proved himself a very solid tackler and has been an integral part of our back six defenders. Sam continues to improve with each game he plays and his understanding of the game has increased to a level where he is making the right decision at every contest. Great work Sam!
Jordan Williams #16
Jordan really developed as a footballer this year. His ability to not only get in and get the ball, but to execute his disposal, has been a standout. He combined well with all the players in the midfield to ensure we got a clean ball from the centre bounce which was the key advantage in every game we played this year. Jordan added defensive skills to his game but he still loves a goal! Well done.  

James Jarvis #17
James was one of the first boys picked in the team this year. He is big, strong and aggressive at the football, and is exactly the type of player you want at centre half back. James’s great tackling skills combined with his ability to break the line regularly found him in the top three players each week. The harder the task, the better he performs. Great season James. Keep it up in U12s! 

Ryan Foster #18
Ryan continued to improve from last year and he has found his natural position as a running forward. Ryan has been very committed at the ball this year which has seen him gather many possessions and score goals in many of the games he played. Ryan’s skills have developed this year and he has worked hard at training. He is clearly the boy with the most improved skills. Another good year Ryan! 

Cory Johnson #19
Cory used his natural athletic ability to great advantage this year. He is a district representative and his pace and evasive ability made him a perfect midfielder to clear the ball long into our forward line. Cory makes the most of every opportunity and he backs himself whether he is on the ball or running from the back pocket. Fantastic effort this year Cory!
Julian Braybrook #22
Julian had a great first season with the club and played up a year up as well! Once he got to know his new team mates, his natural skills came through and he had an exceptional second half of the season. We challenged Julian to take on a defensive role because of injuries with other players, and he stepped up to the mark. His ability to attack the ball and back himself saw him in the top three players for the last four games of the season. Great season Julian and welcome to Wests!
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	Under 12
	


Coaches: Happy Wallis
Manager: Steve Wootten

Coaching panel: Chris Tison and Rob Stewart
Captain: Oliver Ritchie 
Vice captain: Joseph Bingley
Team leadership group: Ben Dilda, Oliver Wootten, Fraser Labrom and Hamish Roe
Representative players: Oliver Ritchie (Qld U12), Ryan Cassady, Sam Whitehill and Andrew Barazza (Walter Taylor Bridge), Joseph Bingley (Met West), Ben Dilda (North West), Jayden McKay (Inala) and Lachlan Saundres (Akuna)
100 games: Oliver Ritchie, Fraser Labrom and Ryan Cassady

50 games: Joseph Bingley, Ted Coaldrake, Ben Dilda, Liam McAdam, Jayden McKay and Lachlan Saunders
The 2009 season has been a lot of fun for all involved. Congratulations to Happy for reaching an incredible 753 games coached and for still being committed to 1000 games 
by 2025.
The U12 team has further developed its skills and confidence throughout the season, training twice a week and throughout the holidays, with close to 85 per cent attendance. 
The players decided to play in 2nd division. This year, and against tough opposition, every week the team showed character and determination. As the season progressed they developed a strong running game and their tackling was a stand out. The team is strong in all positions and stands ready for the U13 season next year. Thanks to all the parents for their support and help throughout the season. 
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Andrew Barazza [Smasher]
Andrew had another great year of football. He has been a key player for the team and a stand out in defence, shutting down many opposition attacks. Andrew reads the play well and is a strong mark and accurate kick. His tackling improved as the season progressed.  Andrew enjoys his football and always works hard at training. Well done Andrew.

Joseph Bingley [Tank]
Joseph  is one of the team’s best tacklers and will win most contested balls. As one of the team’s on-ballers, he puts in 100 per cent every game. Joseph is one of our strongest players and can fend his way through any pack. He has a high work rate on game day and at training, and receives many votes over the season from his team mates. Joseph has done a great job as vice captain. Top season Joseph. 
Ryan Cassady [Rhino]
Ryan has consistently improved his skills throughout the season. His general kicking, marking and strength around the ball have made him a valuable player. Ryan is versatile and has played in many key positions. He reads the play well and has developed into one of the team’s best players. Strong effort this season Ryan.

Jacob Chan  [Changa]
Jacob is in his first year of AFL and has developed into a confident, skillful player. He really stepped up a gear in the second half of the season, improving his kicking and marking skills at training and on game day. Jacob is very fast over a short distance, reads the play well and, when in possession of the ball, he makes the correct decisions in kicking or hand balling to team mates. Good first season Jacob.

Ted Coaldrake [Typhoon]
Ted had another top footy season. His style of play suits the forward line and he has kicked some top goals in tight games. Ted can out-sprint most players and has learnt to use his speed well. He has also filled the important run and carry role through the centre. Ted puts in a strong and concerted effort and is enthusiastic at training. Good season Ted.  
Ben Dilda [Thermo]
Ben had another excellent season of football. He played most of the year at centre-half back and, although a natural forward, has dominated opposing players. Ben puts in a strong effort for the full 60 minutes. He is a strong and accurate kick, reads the play well and can run around the opposition at will. Ben is a strong mark and his tackling has improved with each game. Well done on a fine season Ben.

Robbie Dopking [Tornado]
Robbie played for most of the season in the forwards and kicked many goals. Through a lot of hard work at training he improved his fitness and skill level on a weekly basis. Robbie receives many votes at training and has tried hard to be more assertive when contesting the ball. Most noted was Robbie’s improvement in his running and kicking. Well done Rob.

Fraser Labrom [Razor]
Fraser has continued with his great form from his U11s and has been one of the team’s best players. He played in the centre for most of the season and has excelled in that role. He wins the ball on a regular basis. With a great step, and accurate kicking and hand balling, he gets the ball going forward at pace. Fraser is a good team player who puts in a strong effort every game. He won many votes from his team mates for his solid training throughout the season. Top year Fraser.
Max Matthews [Pepsi]
Max played well this year. He tried hard on game day and at training and was always enthusiastic. He improved his kicking and marking skills over the season and has gained confidence in his tackling ability. Max is strong in the packs and, at ground level, he holds up the play to the team's advantage. Good season Max, well done.

Liam McAdam [Macca]
Liam had another good season. He works hard to improve his kicking and marking skills at training, and this is evident in his general play during games. Liam played in many positions over the season and acquitted himself well. He is strong in tackles and has a good sprint when needed. He is a good team player. In the last game of the season Liam put on a huge tackle on the opposition to secure Wests a goal. Well done Liam.

Jaden McKay [JD]
Jayden is a confident, skilled player who is quick to crumb the ball and can clear the ball to team mates in contests. He keeps going in for the ball and is fearless against bigger opposition players. As the team’s rover and winger he can run out the full 60 minutes of a game, and provides run and carry through the centre. Jayden puts in a strong effort at training and really enjoys his football. Top season JD.

Lee Millhouse [Milla]
Lee’s  skills and fitness levels improved significantly this season. He has developed into a strong forward with the ability to take good overhead marks above the pack. He is one of the team’s biggest and most accurate kicks, and played his best games mid to late season, improving with every game. Lee is a strong tackler and is learning to read the play well. He had another good season. Well done Lee.

James O’Sullivan [Kanga]
James had another good season. He worked hard to improve his skills and fitness at training, and has become a confident player. He is a much better kick this season and, when in the forwards, has kicked some great goals under pressure. James missed a few games late in the season, however he has made good progress. Kanga provides a lot of voice in support of his team mates, both on the field and at training. Well done James.

Oliver Ritchie [Ace]
As the team captain Oliver led by example this season, both on and off the field. He is a top class, highly-skilled player who puts in 100 per cent at training and on game day. With his never-say-die attitude Oliver is one of the team’s best players and can out-play most opposition players. He is a confident kick on both feet, is always hungry for the ball and never stops trying. Congratulations on another great season Oliver.

Hamish Roe [Hammer]
Hamish had another good season of football at Wests. He is a strong, athletic player who uses his speed to advantage in all games. Hamish has learnt to read the play and, with excellent skills, gets a lot of ball every game. Hamish enjoys his football and is confident in his ability to handle all positions in a tactical manner. He plays at a high level and is one of the team’s most consistent players. Another great season Hamish.

Lachlan Saunders [Boomer]
Lachlan is one of the team’s quickest players and can step and dummy the opposition at will. He is learning to read the play and has improved his skill level throughout the year. He played some of his best games in defence where he used his speed and improved ability to read the play to advantage. Lachlan puts in a big effort at training every week. Well done Boomer.

Liam Schwarz [Bones]
Liam, is one the team’s toughest players. He never takes a backward step and has earned the respect of the opposition teams. He plays well in all positions and, with a high skill level, can get control of the ball and kick or handball to team mates on the run. Liam is a strong mark and a long kick. At training and on game day he is one of the team’s hardest tacklers.  Another good season Liam.

Lachlan Stewart [Grizz]
Lachlan has gone up another level this season. He has worked very hard on his fitness and skill level throughout the season and has improved each week. Grizz is an accurate kick and has kicked some great goals for the team when in the forwards. Lachlan is a big strong player. He tackles hard and forces opposition players to make mistakes when he chases hard. Good season Grizz.  
Sam Whitehill [Crusher]
Sam is the team’s number one ruckman (a mean feat) and has put in a big effort this season. He is a strong, tall player. During the season he won most of the centre hit outs and gave the team first possession, as well as being a strong link between the backs and forwards. Sam puts in a big effort at training and has improved his kicking and marking skills this year. He had another good year, both in the ruck and at full forward. Well done Sam.

James Witherspoon [Pepper]
James is in his first season of footy. He trained well throughout the year, and his fitness and skills have improved with each game. He is a consistent player and has taken some great marks thanks to his height. James reads the play well, is a big kick and regularly clears the ball out of danger. He played in a defensive role for most of the season and showed the coaching panel he will be a key player in U13s.  James, well done on a good season.

Oliver Wootten [Mouse]
Oliver had another outstanding season, only marred by injury in the last few games. He has a good understanding of the game and is the team's fix it man. Oliver loves running the ball and is as strong in attack as in defence. He is confident going into packs and, when clear, can step and fend the opposition. He trains well and has worked hard to improve his tackling this season. Well done on another great season Oliver.

Nicholas Wu [Rooster] 

Nicholas is strong and mobile. He is one of the team's longest kicks. He is a strong defender and is one of the best full backs in the U12 competition. He runs hard at the ball and the opposition. Nicholas has good skills and balance, and accurately delivers the ball to run-on players. He puts in a solid effort at training and has greatly improved his marking and general skills throughout the year. Top season Nic.
	Under 13
	


Coaches: Steve Murray, Russell Shooter and Chris Ryan 
Manager: Trish Shooter

There is an old saying that goes “a champion team will always beat a team of champions” and that is what our U13s are – a champion team. They are always looking out for each other and protecting one another on and off the field. As a coach this is extremely pleasing as protection like that is not taught, it comes from a respect for one another – who they are as a person as well as a footballer and not wanting to let their team mates down.
These boys had a tough season playing division 1 football and rose to the task well by finishing fourth and being beaten in the elimination semi-final. They won the respect of other teams higher up on the ladder and we were known as no easy beats – you had to work hard to get a win over the Bulldogs.
This is a fantastic bunch of boys, all willing to listen and learn and it has shown in their football. I look forward to coaching them again next year and hope to see them all as 
U14s in 2010.

I would also like to thank my other coaches, Russell and Chris, for their support throughout the year. It really made my job a lot easier. A great big thanks to our Football Mumma manager for having everything organised on game day and her tremendous support – our ears will never be the same. And last but by no means least, thanks to all the parents who supported our team by doing all the jobs that needed to be done around the footy club and bringing the boys to training. Without you this wonderful team would not exist. 

As the boys played in a variety of positions this year I will run through them by name and not position as each and every one of them is a valued member of this team. I thank them for letting me coach them this year.
Finn McKee
One of our most consistent players. A quiet achiever with safe hands, a good accurate kick and determination to get to the ball. He had courage against many larger players and was not afraid to tackle and give them a contest. Finn has good skills and will develop these to his full potential. With a growth spurt on the horizon, I think he will only improve in the future. Well done Finn.
Zac ‘Zeus’ Nicolaidis
God of the fullbacks: powerful, long kick. Good body core strength mixed with very safe hands, making him one of the best fullbacks in the competition. Zeus saved us so many times and he would keep going, no matter what the challenge. He struggled with an injury all season but always put in 110 per cent at each game. Oh the mighty Zeus.
Carl Foster
Normally prefers the forwards but WOW what a force in the backs. His ability to run forward, take a mark and continue to move the ball forward, was beautiful to watch. Carl’s kick has improved this year and he well deserves his runner-up Best and Fairest award. Well done Carl. I look forward to watching you at top level representative footy. Hone in on basic skills practice on the non-preferred side of your body and you can only get better. Good luck.
Hayden Wilson
First year at Wests Juniors in 2009 and we are hoping he makes it his home. Desperately needing forwards, we tried Hayden in that position for the first part of the season. He was a little lost so he found his way back home to the backs, giving him the right of passage to move the ball forward. Hayden found his form in the later part of the season and was one of the best on ground for the rest of the season. He is a strong, determined player. If he stays on his feet and improves his kicking, he will excel next year. Keep up the great work Hayden – it’s paying off for you.

Lockie Gaw
Great team player with good skills, always puts in his all and pushes on. Not afraid to take on bigger players and protect his team mates to allow them to get the ball. Lockie does a lot of unrewarded running and the one-percenters which often sees him in the right position to receive the footy. He is a versatile player who adapts well to all positions and can be used anywhere around the ground. If he was six feet tall he would have been the full-forward we were looking for. He takes direction and understands game plans well. Well done Lockie.
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Nick Rosen
It’s been a good season for Nick kicking many goals for us this season. Safe hands and determined to get to the ball first. Nick has learnt to keep his head and shoulders over the ball. His skill at keeping his feet while marking has helped him to be a valuable player, not only for the 13s but for the 14s this year too. Nick is a very strong player and his sense of humour on and off the field is a pleasure to have around. I will never forget the smile on his face when he played on, right in the goal square, when he should have taken a set shot.  Lucky you got the goal, Nick. You crack me up. Keep training hard, be injury free and look forward to a great season next year.
	Michael Wellington
Our ruckman: tall, strong and agile. He won most of his rucks. With his sense of timing and knowing where to tap the ball to advantage, Michael is a very dangerous player to have in our team. Look out for Michael playing representative football. Unfortunately due to other commitments, 
he couldn’t attend all the training sessions. 
I hope we can work around that for next 
year as Michael has the skills and the attitude to really excel. Well done.

Logan ‘Choppa’ Murray
Our best and fairest player for the year. Choppa was also runner up for the AFLBJ’s Umpires Best and Fairest Award. Even though he is my son, he is a pleasure as a coach to watch.  Choppa has fantastic skills and is a strong, hard and determined player. He can tackle opposition players and they don’t get up. He is also an unselfish player and will always look for a player in a better position to promote the footy. Keep pushing yourself. Our motto: no regrets.
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Jessie Selby
New to Wests this year, Jessie is a very versatile player who is willing to play in any position asked of him. He has good skills and is not afraid to take on bigger players. Jessie improved as the season went on. He can only get better by keeping focus on the ball and taking it cleanly. Jesse has all the skills and reads the play well. Keep up the hard work, take all opportunities to improve your skills and you will be a player to watch next year. Best of luck.
James Dight ‘JD’
Our most improved player of the year – that sums up James so much. I watched James’s skills and confidence excel this year. He has skills that I think even surprised him. His kicking, running with the ball and yes, his MARKING, has improved so much that he has definitely become a player to be watched. James also used his height and strength to his advantage this year and has become confident to go head and shoulders over the ball. He also kicked several goals for us this year and could be played in the forwards or the backs, wherever he was needed. Keep working on those skills and believe in yourself 
– you have done a top job this year. 
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Jessie Beaumount
Fast , versatile, determined. Jessie would always get to the ball first. He would go into a pack and almost always come out with the ball. He played a lot in the backs as he was so safe and I knew he would get the ball moving forward. Time and time again, Jessie would take a mark and run. My only advice is to work on your kicking style. Jessie has all the basic skills and, with his speed, would be a player who would give the opposition headaches. Keep up the great work.

Henry Watson ‘ Watto’
Joined us this year and has very good skills. Henry can take a mark well and has a good kick. He is always moving the ball forward and was rewarded with some good goals this year. He has good core strength and uses it well against his opposition. He is always looking to promote the footy by moving it on to one of his team mates. Practice your kicking. The ball is always delivered straight, but two out of three times, it will go over the player’s head or fall short. Henry has a beautiful kicking style, he just needs to practice his kicking depth. Well done Henry. Look forward to a great year next year.
James ‘Woofer’ Ryan
Little guy with a big heart and lots of guts. James’s size didn’t stop him from going in and getting the ball. He is a great crumber and a fantastic tagger. You can put James on any player you want to shut down and that’s what he does. He also has very good game sense and can put himself in positions which keep the ball moving forward. James played where we needed him most – as either the attacking or defensive wing. He worked well with his fellow midfielders and is a good team player. Great job.

James Wiltshire ‘JW’
A player who always gives his all, no matter what position he plays in. James’s skills have improved throughout the year. He is a reliable player who is always there and always gives a 110 per cent for his team. With his marking and kicking improving, and starting to attack the footy, I can see James’ potential just starting to appear. Look forward to seeing it develop more next year. Keep up the good work.
Tom Bruce
Another quiet achiever who has really come along in leaps and bounds. Tom is our Encouragement Award winner. He gets the job done and comes from nowhere to block many a goal from the opposition. Tom’s marking and kicking skills have improved this year. He can tackle well and has caught the opposition out many times. Keep pushing yourself, Tom. Keep up the great work you have done this year because I think it will all come together next year.  Tom’s height is an asset to the team and, when he uses his strength, he is unstoppable. Great season Tom.

Henry Mundie
Fast with silky skills is our Henry Mundie. He played some great footie this year.  Henry moved the ball well from the midfield to the forwards and could out-run many opposition players. His marking skills are fabulous and has taken some really spectacular marks this year. He just needs to concentrate on head and shoulders over the ball when picking it up. Henry has a good, long, accurate kick is one of our players who the opposition had to keep a real eye on. 

Peter Vergara
New to Wests Juniors this year. Peter has great skills, particularly when taking a mark and kicking. Unfortunately his season was cut short with a broken arm and we missed him. When Peter came back into action he didn’t show any signs of a player who had been off for six weeks and returned more determined than ever. Great season, Peter and I really look forward to you playing a full season next year. You will be a player to watch in 2010.

Max Shooter
Max loves his footy and is always a team player and puts his all into a game. He has great fitness and can get to the ball first. Max has all the skills, he just needs to combine them all at once. He also needs to put his head and shoulders over the ball and pick it up with confidence using his speed to get away from the opposition. When Max starts believing in himself, his confidence will increase and he will be able to use his skills to his advantage, making him a very dangerous player. He has a very keen sense of humour. Keep working on your basic skills over the summer break and I look forward to watching you have a great season next year. 

Xavier Heath
Xavier is always smiling and having fun. Underneath the smile is a player who has very good skills and is improving all the time. He goes hard at the ball and tackles well. Never giving up, he keeps moving the ball forward. He is a versatile player who adapts to all positions and gives his best every game. Xavier had some blinder games and showed that he will only get better. Keep smiling as I think your nickname should be the ‘Smiling assassin’ as the opposition won’t know what hit them. Fantastic season Xavier. Keep up the hard work and it will pay off.
	Under 14
	


Coach: Ernie Harvey

Manager: Phil Mulherin

The 2009 season for the U14s resulted in a grand final win which was a rewarding experience for both the boys and their parents. However the highlight of the season was our win by three points against the Southern Redbacks on their home ground in our second semi final. This brought out the true character of the boys particularly in the last quarter when they were against the wind and defending a three-point lead. 

Thanks to the parents who helped out throughout the season and a very special thank you to Phil, the U14 General Manager. Without Phil I could not have spent as much time concentrating on team skills and tactics. A special thanks to Steve Murray for his coaching assistance. Thanks also to the U13 boys who filled in throughout the season helping us many times to avoid forfeiting games. To all the parents, you should be very proud of the way your boys conducted themselves, both as individuals and as a group, throughout the season both on and off the field. 
The boys’ success this year can be attributed to their positive attitude towards training and their commitment to playing team football. Hopefully they can now progress as a group to 2010 and win another grand final.

Captains Sam Mulherin and Oscar Dielemans shared the role throughout the season and their combined characters provided the team with skill, humour and determination.
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David Alexander
David started the season late but quickly made up for missing early games. He is on the edge of becoming a key player for West Juniors. Given his height, speed and skills, we will see him improve dramatically in the 2010 season, particularly playing in the centre and wing positions.
Oliver Allbutt
Ovey played some of his best ever football this season, particularly out of the centre where he continued to dominate centre clearances. His skills in carrying the football and being able to find open space continue improve. Ovey is one of a group of about four in the U14s who are physically smaller but have tremendous determination and know no fear when attacking the football. Watch this space as Ovey begins to develop height and strength. 
Oliver Brodie-Davis
OBD had a great season playing in a variety of positions from full-back to full-forward. He was probably the U14 division’s best and most reliable full-back but was equally effective upfront, kicking close to 40 goals for the year. Well done OBD. 
Oscar Dielemans
Oscar was constrained all season with injury but he didn’t let that stop him from playing solid football. Unfortunately because of his injury, many of his games were played in defence. Oscar’s best position is in the centres where he has great footy skills and the ability to read the game. 
Sean Eriksen
Sean’s footy skills continued to develop throughout 2009. He is most comfortable playing his football across the half-back line, but this year we challenged him in new positions. He excelled at tagging the opposition’s best players in the centre of the ground. If Sean continues to improve, he will have a great season with the Bulldogs next year.
	Harrison Harvey
Harry played consistent, good strong football throughout the year. His ability to win the hard possessions provided the team with drive out of the centre and at the stoppages around the ground. Harry’s marking, handball and kicking skills were a key feature of his game. 

Jarrod Hickey
Jarred played both in the centre and forward line with great success and provided the team with a target in the forward line. He was instrumental in the team’s three point win in the second semi final when he goaled against the wind in the second quarter.
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Callum Macarthur
Callum was one of our new recruits in 2009. His football just continued to improve throughout the season. Callum’s footy skills in the centre of the ground were outstanding. The highlights of his season were his passion to win the hard football contests, and his ability to run and carry the football. I am looking forward to seeing how Callum develops as an AFL player over the coming seasons.  

Jordan McDonald
Jordan was new to the club in 2009 and provided the team with great footy skills, particularly around the middle of the ground. His best games were out of the centre and on the wing where he provided a strong marking target. The highlight of the season was in the grand final when Jordan lead to a kick in from our full-back and provided run and carry through the centre resulting in a goal. 
Samuel Morrison
Samuel provided the team with consistency and reliability across the backline. He has the ability to read the play and take strong marks across the last line of defence. In 2010 I would like to see Samuel explore these talents further up the ground by running the ball more out of defence and turning his defensive skills into goals. I believe that over the next two seasons Samuel will develop into a key position player. 

Sam Mulherin
Sam had an outstanding season and a complete turnaround from 2008. His dedication to becoming fit and his strong work ethic resulted in him becoming a key team player. Sam provided the team with leadership and strength all around the ground but his best position was at centre half-back where he dominated. Best games were in the second semi final and grand final.   

Richard Prendergast
Richard was another new recruit in 2009 adding strength to our centre group. His ability to leap high in the ruck provided our centre group with first use of the footy and the opposition teams with a problem out of the centre. Richard’s general footy skills continued to improve throughout the season. Towards the end of the season, Richard had a number of best on ground performances. Over the next two years, he should gain the skills required to play representative football.  

Jayden Sandow
Jayden’s footy skills improved 100 per cent this year and he provided his coach with options to play him anywhere around the ground. His highlight performances were when he was given a tagging role on the opposition’s best players. In one game, he shut down the U14 division 3 best and fairest footballer. 

Jack Sharples
Jack started the season in fine form with some best on ground performances. His best games were playing across defence providing reliability and strong backup support to his team mates. Jack is one of our backline players who formed a defensive group – the team within the team – that shut down opposition forward lines. 

Hamish Slater
Hamish played mostly in the forward line where he kicked many goals throughout the season. Ham’s marking and kicking skills improved greatly over the season. I am confident that over the next two seasons, Hamish will become a key forward for Wests Bulldogs. 

Thomas Vari
As coach there is nothing more inspiring than to have a boy in your squad who loves playing football. As a footballer, Thomas is a quiet achiever but when the going got tough in the last quarter of our second semi final against the Southern Redbacks, his determination and willingness to attack the football in the rugby type packs was outstanding. Congratulations on another good season.

Eley Witane
Eley had an excellent 2009 season and was the second leading goal kicker. His speed and skills will only improve in 2010. If Eley continues to improve at this rate I predict that he will become a representative player by 2011. Throughout 2009 Eley also played in the higher division of U16 where he consistently kicked a bag full of goals for the Bulldogs.  
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	Under 16
	


Coach: Alister Gaw
Assistant coach: Paul Wilsher
Manager: Alan Rattray

Ned Allbutt

Ned returned to footy this year after a 12-month break and was a solid contributor to the team. Playing the majority of the year in the forward line, he provided a contest at every opportunity, lead strongly and always gave 100 per cent. Ned has very good skills by hand and foot, and marks well. A very popular member of the team, it was great to have Ned back at Wests.

Conor Arkell
Played his 100th game for Wests during the year which is a great achievement. Conor played back or forward and did whatever was required. Another player who has shown further improvement, he contested well in the air and on the ground and never stopped trying. Lead well when playing forward and was tight in defence. Look forward to Conor showing further improvement again next year.

Adam Dunne
Adam had a great year capped off with winning the AFLBJ’s Best and Fairest Award for the Division 4 competition. After a disrupted start with injury, Adam became a dominant player and exploded from round 12, kicking 30 goals in the next four games. Playing predominantly as a forward with spells in the midfield and ruck, Adam displayed great balance and pace and is an excellent mark, long accurate kick and aggressive tackler. Has the ability to become an excellent senior footballer.

Jake Gaw
Jake played the majority of the year in the midfield and showed all of his usual tenacity and courage. He always ran hard to create options and used his excellent skills by hand or foot to bring team mates into the game. Had the ability and accuracy to kick goals when going forward. Jake always trained at 100 per cent effort and is a great team player. Achieved the 100 game milestone and had a really consistent year. Well done Jake.

Ben Gordon
Ben played in numerous positions this year, as a forward, defender and on the wing. He plays tall with his excellent overhead marking skills. Quite elusive and courageous, Ben kicked a few goals throughout the year and is capable of becoming a regular goal kicker. Ben was a consistently good performer and did whatever was asked. He will be a player to watch next year.

Ashley Grattan
Ashley had a very consistent year playing mostly in the midfield or on a wing. Ash used his pace and stamina to provide great run through the midfield, linking defence to attack and taking on a tagging role when required. Kicked some nice goals throughout the year and was generally much improved in all aspects of the game.

Nick Harvey
Nick had a delayed start to the year but fitted in beautifully. Another dasher in the team with excellent skills. Courageous and versatile, Nick was used all over the ground and the team was certainly a better outfit with Nick in the line-up. Stand out game against Alexandra Hills kicking four goals in the first half.
Matthew Joyce
Matt is one of the most determined and courageous players at the club. Another to show great improvement and consistency this year. Played on a half-back flank and is a strong mark and accurate kick. He was also very capable when the ball hit the ground and always did whatever was asked. Matt trained well and was a great example to the younger guys. Matt played his 150th game for Wests during the year. Congratulations Matt, a great achievement.
Ben Larsen-Smith
This year’s captain, Ben always led by example. His attack on the football was second to none and there were a few opponents feeling a bit worse for wear after getting in his way. Ben has excellent skills – kicks, marks, tackles and handballs extremely well – and took the ‘hanger’ of the year. Always trains at full pace and gave great encouragement to team mates. A real team player. Who could forget the efforts he made against Springwood trying to gift goals to team mates? Achieved 150 games this year, a great effort. Well done again ‘Smithers’!
Feti Meka
Played at full-back for the majority of the year and was just superb. Attacked the footy with confidence and aggression and would break packs apart dashing out of defence. Feti’s work when the footy was on the ground was as good as it gets. He has excellent skills and is a terrific role model for the younger players. We always relied on Feti to get the job done and he never let the team down. Trains at 100 per cent and is a great team player. 

Sam Pearce
Sam showed great improvement this year and continued to get better as the year went by. Played in defence and forward, showed great determination and was very keen at the contested footy. Sam’s tackling was a highlight with some of his most memorable tackles laid on the training track with poor Joey as the victim! Sam’s kicking really improved this year and he managed to bag a couple of goals as a result.

Phil Rand
Phil was one of the big improvers this year. Showed plenty of dash off half-back and attacked the footy hard. Displayed plenty of courage and was impressive in contested situations. His kicking and marking have improved greatly with a special one-handed mark being a highlight. Phil seemed to really enjoy his footy and was unlucky to miss a big part of the year through injury.

Mitchell Rattray
Mitch played the year mostly in the ruck and did a fantastic job. A real straight-ahead player and surprisingly quick. The opposition got rid of the footy quickly when they could sense ‘the big unit’ chasing them down. His ability to tap the ball to team mates in the ruck contest and his aggression around the ground gave the team every opportunity to win the clearances. Mitch just got better and better as the year progressed.

Chris Reid
Chris achieved the fantastic milestone of 150 games for Wests this year which is a great effort. He started the year in the ruck before being shifted to centre half-back where he really excelled. Chris controlled the game from this position and provided great run and aggression. His strong overhead marking was a highlight, and his versatility and ability to run and contest all day made him a key player in the U16s this year. Chris’s kicking improved greatly, particularly on the left, and his dedication to training is a fantastic example for others to follow.

Alex Ritchie
Alex is a class act on the footy field, excellent skills, strong overhead mark and can run all day. He played in the midfield and won more than his fair share of clearances, driving the footy deep into attack on many occasions. A reliable goal kicker as well, Alex has great balance and composure under pressure. He has the ability to play in a number of positions which will ensure he has a great future in footy. Another to reach the 150 game milestone this year. Great achievement Alex.

[image: image31.png]



Joseph Shanahan
A very good year for Joey playing in attack, on the wing and in defence. He is very quick, has good evasive skills and proved to be dangerous around goal with clever crumbing off the pack. Joey has the potential to be a very good midfielder and crumbing forward. He attacks the footy with plenty of vigor and has the confidence to take opponents on and run with the ball. Achieved his 100 game milestone this year. Well done Joey.

Tim Sharpless
Tim started the year in defence and then spent time at both ends of the ground and did everything asked of him. He managed to kick a couple of goals and is capable of becoming a more prolific goal kicker. Tim also shows signs of being a useful ruckman in the future. Tim has good skills, battles hard for the footy and always looks like he is enjoying himself during a game or at training. Next year should be an even better one for Tim.

AJ Trapp
AJ’s start to the season was interrupted by injury but once he got on the ground, what an impact he had over the entire season. Playing mostly in the forward line with the occasional run on the ball, AJ had his best and most consistent year to date. Regularly kicked goals and impressed with his strong overhead marking and super evasive skills.  Loves to take on the opposition, provided excellent forward pressure with tough tackling and always hit the packs full of running. Great year AJ, well done! 

Dylan Wilsher
Dylan again showed further improvement with his footy skills particularly overhead, kicking on his non-preferred side, and tackling and shepherding. He played mostly on the 
half-forward flank, showing courage attacking the footy and providing many goal-scoring opportunities through accurate passing, as well as kicking a couple himself. It was a really consistent effort over the year from Dylan.
Joshua Zaghini
Josh had an injury-interrupted year and was restricted to 12 games but performed very well in all of them. Playing mostly in the midfield with spells in defence and up forward, Josh is a tough competitor with very good skills and a never-say-die attitude. Often given the tagging role on the opposition’s best, Josh provided plenty of dash and hard contests. An injury free season will see him as one of the stars for Wests next year. Josh achieved his 100 game milestone this year, a great effort.

And finally our thanks to the following U14 players who stepped up when required, not just making up the numbers, they all made excellent contributions: 
Oliver Allbutt, Oliver Brodie-Davis, Sean Erikson, Harry Harvey, Jordan McDonald, Sam Mulherin and Eley Witane. 
Well done fellas and thanks.

	UQ Bulldogs under 18
	


It has been another successful year for the University of Queensland (UQ) Bulldogs U18s. With the joint venture team now in its sixth season, there was no need to go actively recruiting to get a squad together this year as the team is now established and well known, and potential players were queuing up to join.

The partnership of UQ Red Lions AFC and Wests Juniors AFC is working well with approximately half of the playing list being former WJAFC players, as well as Kym Lynch (coach) and Donna Kent (team manager), both previously with Wests. What was particularly pleasing was that there were six former Wests boys who had otherwise given the game away; all making a return via the U18s to rejoin their former team mates from junior footy. The old Bulldog spirit lives on.

As is the case each year, the squad is a mixed bag of players from different sporting backgrounds and varying levels of skills and experience in Aussie Rules. What became evident fairly early is that the U18s are a fine group of young men who all got on very well together and quickly developed an ability to play some very high standard football.

The season had its shares of highs and lows, both on and off the field, but the team unit stayed tight and united. Attendance at training was very high compared to other years and, unlike previous seasons, we avoided potential forfeits during university exam period. 
The competition was very even for most of the season, with little separating the top four teams. UQ was on top of the ladder for a while towards the latter part of the season but percentage became significant, and we dropped a couple of close games towards the end, conceding top spot. We ended up playing two finals but unfortunately suffered a narrow loss to Toowoomba and finished in fourth place for the season. This was a bit disappointing as we were potential premiers but the top four teams were so even, it just came down to being the best team on the day.
We now look forward to next season with a new batch of recruits from Wests. Pre-season training starts in January. If you’re interested in joining the UQ Bulldogs U18s in 2010, email your contact details to under18s@redlions.org.au.

Andy Rosen  
UQ Bulldogs liaison
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	UQ  Red Lions
	


‘New’ was the recurring theme this year at the UQ Red Lions AFC and UQ Bulldogs joint venture team, providing us with some tough, yet interesting times. The biggest ‘new’ this year was the introduction of a new fourth senior team to accommodate our rapidly growing numbers. This saw a total of 224 players across the seniors and U18s, just over half of which were new to the club in 2009. We also saw six of the 10-man committee as newcomers, while the other four all stepped into new roles. We had a total of 10 coaching staff, six of whom had never coached at UQ before. We were also proud to see a new bunch of players and parents coming over from West Juniors to keep the U18s team going strong for another year.

Due to a shaky start to the season and a mid-season plagued with low attendance, 
UQ unfortunately did not make a huge impact the 2009 finals. Congratulations must go to 
UQ Red Lions division 1 Reserves and UQ Bulldogs U18s for both reaching the finals in fourth position but ending their finals season at fifth and fourth in their respective competitions. Congratulations also to all other teams for their valiant efforts during the season.

Despite the shaky start, I’m proud to say that throughout the season we stabilised and strengthened to leave us in a strong position to launch into the 2010 season. We hope to make 2010 the beginning of the new and improved UQ Red Lions and UQ Bulldogs and hope to see you all at the club next year.
	Scott Young 

President, UQ Red Lions AFC
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In 2009 the UQ Bulldogs team included the following former Wests Juniors players:

Taylor Brown, Blaine Coates, Charlie Donne, Isaac Douglass, Robert Hughes, Nick Kent, Ronan Lynch, Matt Rosen, Ryan Schwarz, John Shanahan, Michael Sharpless, Louis Straker, Rhys Tagell, Chris Tison and Sam Williams.
Team coach Kym Lynch and team manager Donna Kent also hail from Wests.
	Representative players
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	Back row:
	Ryan Cassady (Walter Taylor Bridge), Sam Whitehill (Walter Taylor Bridge), Logan Murray (Western Taipans U14), Xavier Heath (Walter Taylor Bridge)

	Front row:
	Joseph Bingley (Met West U12), Lochlainn Gaw (Walter Taylor Bridge), Oliver Ritchie (Queensland U12), Bradley Teasdale (West Akuna), Andrew Barazza (Walter Taylor Bridge), Jayden McKay (Inala)

	Absent:
	Joshua Zaghini (Met West U15), Ben Dilda (North West)


	Umpires
	


Thanks to the following Wests Juniors boys who umpired for the club in 2009:

Josh Dascombe
Michael Sharpless



Ronan Lynch 
Tim Sharpless.

Alex Ritchie 
	Player awards 
	


	Under 12
	

	Best & Fairest
	Oliver Ritchie

	Runner up Best & Fairest
	Joseph Bingley

	Coach's Trophy
	Nicholas Wu

	Coach's Trophy
	Ben Dilda

	Players’ Player
	Jayden McKay

	Most Consistent Player
	Hamish Roe

	Most Improved Player
	Fraser Labrom

	
	

	Under 13
	

	Best & Fairest
	Logan Murray

	Runner up Best & Fairest
	Carl Foster

	Coach's Trophy
	Finn McKee

	Most Determined
	Zach Nicolaidis

	Players’ Player
	Nick Rosen

	Encouragement Award
	Tom Bruce

	Most Improved Player
	James Dight

	
	

	Under 14
	

	Best & Fairest
	Oliver Allbutt

	Runner up Best & Fairest
	Sam Mulherin

	Coach's Trophy
	Jayden Sandow

	Most Consistent
	Harrison Harvey

	Leading Goal Scorer
	Oliver Brodie-Davis

	Best Finals Player
	Callum Macarthur

	Most Improved Player
	Richard Prendergast

	
	

	Under 16
	

	Best & Fairest
	AJ Trapp

	Runner up Best & Fairest
	Adam Dunne

	Coach's Trophy
	Alex Ritchie

	Most Consistent
	Chris Read

	Best Clubman
	Feti Meka

	Best Team Player
	Ben Larsen-Smith

	Most Improved Player
	Phillip Rand


	Past Best & Fairest
	


	2008
	L Murray U12, H Harvey U13, A Ritchie U14, Bernhard Sier U16

	2007
	L Murray and J Hickey U12, H Loraine U13, A Saunders U14, 
Ben Williams U16

	2006
	H Loraine U12, A Dunne U13, Rhys Tagell U14, R Lynch U16

	2005
	J Pershouse U12, B Coates U13, S Ryall and R Schwarz U14, N Tison U16

	2004
	B Coates U12, C Tison U13, T Blucher-Hughes U14, T Hughes U16

	2003
	B Sier U11, L Chirgwin U12, S Prater U13, L Tagell U14, T Hughes U16

	2002
	N Lelasi U12, N Robinson U14

	2001
	T Jones U12, N Robinson U14, M Shaw U18

	2000
	J Sullivan U12, S Butler U18

	1999
	M Dowley U16

	1998
	G Christesen and D Green U15

	1997
	L Hanse and J May U11, M Dowley U14

	1996
	L Harwood U11, M Dowley U14

	1995
	Records missing

	1994
	M Shaw U11, C Brookes U12, M Boase U14

	1993
	C Gordon U11, C Mitchell U12, M Boase U13, S Pietzsch U17

	1992
	D Mapleston U11, Z Misko U12, K Wane and S Pietzsch U15, 
P Shanks U17

	1991
	A Misko and D Misko U11, M Chamberlain U13, D Edgar U14

	1990
	C Sloane U11, M Chamberlain U12, D Edgar U13, E Beel U14


	Gold awards

	2005
	Liam Tagell

	2000
	Jason de Wever

	1993
	David Wallis

	1989
	Lachlan Wallis

	
	

	Silver awards

	2007 
	Robert Hughes

	2005
	Nick Tison

	2004
	Liam Tagell

	2001
	Grant Christensen and Michael Shaw

	1999
	Mark Dowley and Shane Harwood

	1998
	Jason de Wever and Andrew Harwood

	1993
	Michael Shinnick

	1991
	David Wallis

	1988
	Lachlan Wallis

	1987
	Fergus Black

	1985
	Richard Billings


	Owen Backwell medallions 
	


	Congratulations to those players who achieved 150 games in 2009 and were awarded Owen Backwell medallions for their efforts.


	Bronze (150 games)
Oliver Allbutt 

Carl Foster 

Matthew Joyce 

Ben Larsen-Smith 

Logan Murray 

Chris Read 

Alex Ritchie 

Nick Rosen 




Past Owen Backwell Medallion awards since 1985

	Gold        225 games
	
	

	2005
	Liam Tagell
	1993
	David Wallis

	2000
	Jason de Wever
	1989
	Lachlan Wallis

	
	
	
	

	Silver      200 games
	
	

	2008
2007
	Blaine Coates, Rhys Tagell 
Robert Hughes
	1993
1991
	Michael Shinnick
David Wallis

	2005
	Nick Tison
	1988
	Lachlan Wallis

	2004
	Liam Tagell
	1987
	Fergus Black

	2001
	Grant Christensen, Michael Shaw
	1985
	Richard Billings

	1999
	Mark Dowley, Shane Harwood
	
	

	1998
	Jason de Wever, Andrew Harwood
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Bronze    150 games since 1978

	2007
	Ryan Schwarz, Jack Pershouse, Andrew Saunders, Tim Sharpless

	2006
	John Flynn, Luis Narvaez, Matthew Rosen, Rhys Tagell, Bernhard Sier

	2005
	Tom Blucher-Hughes, Blaine Coates, Wade Harrop, Robert Hughes, Ronan Lynch, Chris Tison

	2004
	Stirling Drake, Tom Hughes

	2003
	Andrew Johns, Tim Jones, Nick Tison

	2002
	Liam Tagell

	1999
	Scott de Wever

	1998
	Grant Christensen, Luke Harwood

	1997
	Nick Beckman, Brad Hanson, Michael Shaw, Luke Trigar

	1996
	Mark Dowley, Andrew Harwood, Shane Harwood, Jason de Wever 

	1993
	Justin Ryan

	1991
	Brett Backwell, Michael Dean, Darren Edgar

	1990
	Michael Shinnick

	1989
	David Wallis, Stewart Wilson

	1988
	Adam Brady, Peter Shepherd

	1987
	David Colbert

	1986
	Jeff Deeth, Lachlan Wallis

	1985
	Justin Gravestein

	1984
	Barton Black, Fergus Black, Cameron Bulley, Joel Dean, Ben Heard, Martin Slabosz, Greg Smith


	1983
	Robert Bulley, Michael Downes, Brett Ferguson, David Watts

	1982
	Nathan Dean

	1981
	Richard Billings

	1979
	Scott Arthur, Adam Bell, Jeff Bourn, Steven Cross, Tim Eustace, Neil Howard, Stewart Howard

	1978
	Neil Armitage, Peter Clifford, Daryl Dawson, Garth Dawson, Jamie Read, Grant Whittaker


	Player milestones
	


Congratulations to those players who achieved milestone games in 2009.
	100 games
	

	Conor Arkell

Jessie Beaumont 
Oliver Brodie-Davis 

Tom Bruce 

Ryan Cassady 

Jake Gaw 

Lochlainn Gaw 
Fraser Labrom 
Feti Meka 
	Sam Mulherin 

Zac Nicolaides 
Oliver Ritchie 

James Ryan 
Joseph Shanahan 
Hamish Slater 

Thomas Vari 
Joshua Zaghini

	
	


Past 100 game achievements since 1995
	2008
	Adam Dunne, Harrison Harvey, Robert Maunsell, Oscar Dielemans, Michael Wellington, Alex Vile, Max Shooter, Nick Rosen, Henry Mundie, James Dight, Logan Murray

	2007
	Isaac Douglas, Nathan Tertis, Matthew Joyce, Hamish Loraine, Alex Ritchie, James Mackie, Carl Foster

	2006
	Rhys Watkins, Sean Prater, Andrew Pilkington, Dylan Wellington, Chris Read, Ned Albutt, Ben Larsen-Smith, Harrison Denny, Oliver Albutt

	2005
	Angus Loraine, Michael Sharpless, Sam Shooter, Conor Lynch, Robert Zosars, Tim Sharpless, Jordan Haworth, Tom Spurgin

	2004
	Josua Dascombe, Dane Lloyd, Jack Pershouse, Neil Robinson, Patrick Robinson, Matthew Rosen, Andrew Saunders, Ryan Schwarz Berhard Sier, Rhys Tagell, Andrew Van Paridon, Ben Wall

	2003
	Tom Blucher Hughes, Wade Harrop, Robert Hughes, Chase Coates, Blaine Coates, Ronan Lynch, Chris Tison

	2002
	Stirling Drake, Tom Hughes, Nick Tison, Tim Jones, Riley Allen, Luis Narvarez

	2001
	Andrew Johns, John Flynn, Mitchell Allen, Michael Swann, Simon Butler, Chris Luxford

	2000
	Liam Tagell

	1999
	Lee Morganbesser, Cory Gravestein

	1998
	Gordon Andrews, James May, David Thomas

	1997
	Cheynne Butler

	1996
	Robert Beckman, Scot de Wever, Martin Jones, David Hansford, Matthew Cowell

	1995
	Grant Christensen, Luke Harwood, Luke Trigar


	Coaching milestones
	


Congratulations and thanks to the three Wests Juniors coaches who achieved coaching milestones in 2009.
Steve Murray


100 games

Mark Ritchie


100 games

Keith ‘Happy’ Wallis

750 games (photo below)
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	Golden Bulldog award
	


In 2005 Wests Juniors identified the need to acknowledge particularly hard-working individuals who, by virtue of their continued efforts over several seasons, form the backbone of the club. From this need the Golden Bulldog award for outstanding continued contributions to the Wests Juniors Australian Football Club was created.

The criteria for the Golden Bulldog award are:

· substantial voluntary service to Wests Juniors AFC over at least four seasons (this may include contributions as a committee member, coach, manager, club officer, general helper or any combination of the above)
· exhibit a level of initiative and diligence to substantially enhance the operation of Wests Juniors AFC
· contribute many hours of voluntary service in executing their duties

· provide a level of personal contribution far in excess of an average volunteer

· all actions and conduct bring credit to the individual and to Wests Juniors AFC.
It is with great pleasure and thanks that the club acknowledges an individual who admirably fits this criteria.

Golden Bulldog award for 2009: 

Jon Lorraine
Former recipients
	2007
	Andy Rosen

	2006
	Byron Watkins

	2005
	Penny Tison, Henk Van Paridon




	Clubman of the Year award
	


Clubman of the Year for 2009:  

Di Larson-Smith




Previous Clubman of the Year recipients

	2008
	Chris Tison and Maurie Hand
	1990
	L Chamberlain (Mrs)

	2002
	A Zosars
	1988
	M Deeth (Mrs)

	2001
	B Harrop
	1987
	J Oke (Mrs)

	2000 
	A Swann
	1986
	J Oke (Mrs)

	1999
	P Tison (Mrs)
	1985
	E Wallis (Mrs)

	1998
	F Tagell (Mrs)
	1984
	O A Johnson

	1996
	S Butler (Mrs)
	1983
	R Muir (Mrs)

	1994
	G McPhee
	1982
	M Howard (Mrs)

	1993
	K Beckman
	1981
	W Armstrong

	1992
	J Edgar and S Harwood
	1980
	G Dawson


	Life members
	


	Owen Backwell
	David Jay

	Keith Bedford
	Anne Johnson

	Graham Billings
	Oscar A Johnson (dec)

	Liz Bulley
	Tony Sinnamon

	Les Chamberlain
	Phil Tagell

	Ian Christesen
	Penny Tison

	John Clarke
	Eleanor Wallis

	Claire Dean
	Gary Wallis

	Hilton Deeth
	Keith Wallis

	Merv Gregg
	Roy Wallis

	Phil Harwood
	Tony de Wever

	Marlene Howard
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