NO ZONES

IMPLEMENTATION OF BASKETBALL AUSTRALIA ‘NO ZONES’ DEFENCE RULE

UNDER 12 & UNDER 14 

Definition- Zone Defence
Any defence in the half court which does not incorporate normal man-to-man defensive principles shall be considered to be a zone. For this purpose trapping defences which rotate back to man-to-man defensive principles shall be acceptable. 

Violations of Man-to-man defence

The use of man-to-man defence is integral to this event. Therefore ‘Offical Observers’ will be concerned about the determination of players or teams who are not executing acceptable man-to-man defensive principles. 

Specifically, violations fall into one of the four categories listed below;

1- One or more player(s) was/were not in an acceptable man-to-man defensive position in relation to their man and the ball.

2- A cutter moved all the way through the key and way not defended using acceptable man-to-man defensive techniques - for example, bumped, switched or followed.

3- Following a trapping or help and recover situation the team made no attempt to re-establish man-to-man defensive positioning. 

4- The team zone pressed and did not assume man-to-man defensive positioning once the ball had been advanced into the quarter court.

Notes which are to be used by observers – in any judgement

· Take into account the intention of the defensive team.

· Take into account the time and state of the game.

· Deliberate and pre-meditate use of the zone defence at a critical time in a game should be acted upon immediately.

· Where there is any doubt, the benefit of the doubt must be given to the defence. I.e. be sure of the violation.  

· Under no circumstances will any ‘Observer’ re-act to a call from any player, Coach of other offical to declare a zone.

General guidelines (Basketball Australia Coaches Commission)

· No stand around zones.

· Only concerned about quarter court (you can trap, or whatever until the quarter court).

· No match up zones.

· Helpside defence must clearly be defending a designated player not just ‘parked’ on the split line.

· No zoning inbound plays.

· Where a stand around zone alignment matches the offensive alignment the onus is on the offence to send a cutter through to expose the zone. No cutter, no zone ruling.

· On cuts and screens, the defence may follow, bump, hedge or switch but there must be some defensive action which takes account of the action of the offence.

· Teams may trap in the quarter court and may stay in a zone alignment only for one ball reversal, after which all players must re-assume man-to-man principles. (i.e. on the trap 2 players may be on the ball and 3 players assume zone positions protecting the basket or attacking the next pass, etc. As the ball is reversed players may rotate and go to the ball or shoot gaps or protect the basket. If another reversal is attempted man-to-man principles must immediately be resumed).

· Any player who has such poor defensive principles that they lose their man must not be penalized.

Penalty

1st violation- Technical Foul.
Personal Unsportsmanlike on the Head Coach

2nd violation- Technical Foul.
Personal Unsportsmanlike on the Head Coach and consequent disqualification

Procedure

1- When, in the opinion of an ‘Offical Observer’, a violation occurs i.e. a team plays zone defense, they will request the referees – through the Scoretable – to charge a Technical Foul – Personal Unsportsmanlike on the Head Coach of the offending team at the next dead ball.

Penalty- Two free throws plus possession.

2- If the same team incurs a second violation the resulting technical Foul – Personal Unsportsmanlike will mean the disqualification from the game of the offending Head Coach.

Penalty- Two free throws plus possession.

3- If the same team incurs a third and further subsequent violations the same penalties will apply.

4- Continued violations throughout the weekend may result in further punitive action.

[image: image1.jpg]FEN GHE]]

Victoria





