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Loy Yang B Gippsland Power’s 2009 TAC Cup season took another positive turn when they recorded a hard fought victory over the Eastern Ranges. Once again the Power went into the game without key players due to state commitments and long term injuries and the pressure was on the boys to lift their work rates and step up to the challenges involved. Over the past month they had done this manfully and there is a growing sense of self belief that will be critical over the latter part of the season.
The Power signalled from the first bounce that every issue was going to be hotly contested and Eastern were on the back foot.  However, once the ball went into the forward fifty they tended to lose their purpose and wasted very gettable scoring opportunities. For much of the term they were in control everywhere but on the scoreboard and, almost on cue, the Ranges scored the only goal of the term form one of their rare forays forward.
It was a quarter of football that did little to promote the TAC Cup brand but, even though the Power were goalless, they did show some excellent endeavour to pressurise the Ranges. Damian Carroll was eager for them to improve their decision making when going forward and reward themselves for their hard work in and around the contests.
Instead of taking the initiative early in the second term the Power allowed the Ranges to score first and the pressure was on them to respond. Some more direct play saw Shaun Marusic open the scoring for the Power and it appeared as if the Penny had finally dropped for the Power.  Kele Asa Leausa created an opportunity from nothing with his strength in the pack and Russell Lehman was the recipient of his hard work.
Ryan Tatterson showed that he’d been paying attention and his penetrating delivery up forward was capitalised on by the ever dangerous Jed Lamb.  The Power were using the ball with more purpose and a good piece of team work allowed captain Dean Woodhead to score their fourth unanswered goal of the quarter. The Ranges were far from done with and late in the term they scored an important goal after some soft play by the Power.  The Power led by five points at the long break but had put themselves back in the game with some better use of the ball.
Early in the third term the Power didn’t capitalise on their strong work and a sense of déjà vu was palpable. However Aiden Lindsay linked up with Michael Ross and once again the mercurial Lamb was on the receiving end. The Ranges hit back immediately form the restart and they were consistently sharking the Power’s Chris Wylie’s hit outs.  David Donchi did the same for the Power and found Lamb who converted his opportunity with aplomb.
Tim Northe was in the thick of the action and he found Marusic who  scored second for the game. An “iffy” free kick gave Marusic his third and the Power were on a roll. Northe was the provider for the Power’s next when he found Woodhead who coolly slotted his second. The Power were putting enormous pressure on the Ranges and Ross, Marusic and Lamb combined to give Asa Leusa a goal that will never make a highlight reel but was a reward for persistence.
Northe was robbed of the Power’s sixth on the trot when two umpires botched the decision when he clearly kicked the goal. Despite this, the Power had once again rattled on several unanswered  goals and seemed to have found a far more productive way of using the ball when going forward. Their lead by the last change was 37 points and seemingly they had finally put the issue beyond doubt. Eastern, however, had other ideas and they scored the first of the last quarter after a turnover from some indecisive Power play. 
Dyson Heppell kicked long and direct into the forward line and Lamb took a strong pack mark which he duly converted. Tatterson delivered with purpose and Northe marked and goaled and this time the umpires made the correct decision. The Power’s intensity was not the same as in the previous two terms and the Ranges exploited their indecision with another goal from an unnecessary turnover.  
Asa Leausa and Mitch Dowse upped the ante with typically strong play and Marusic kicked his fourth for the game. Instead of finishing off the game the Power allowed the Ranges to score the last two majors of the game and reduce the final margin to 31 points.     
Final scores Loy Yang B Gippsland Power 13 goals 12 behinds 90 points defeated Eastern Ranges 8 goals 11 behinds 59 points. Goal kickers  Jed Lamb and Shaun Marusic 4, Dean Woodhead 2, Tim Norte, Kele Asa Leausa and Russel Lehman 1. On a day when leadership was needed Tim Northe was to the fore, winning the hard ball, applying pressure on opponents and using his many possessions with precision and poise. He set the tone for his team mates with his incredible work rate.
In recent weeks Jed Lamb has had to shoulder a disproportionate amount of the load up forward and he has given the side a potent target. He plays much taller than he actually is and once again used his unique skills to telling effect. Half back Michael Ross is another to relish the extra responsibility and has become a key play maker for the side with his reading of the play, willingness to back his judgement and silky skills. Once again he generated a lot of effective drive for the side. Ruckman Chris Wylie’s efforts recently have been outstanding and once again he dominated the aerial duels as well as working like a ruck rover in the packs and applying pressure with crunching tackles.
Key defender Jack Weston was another to lead by stellar example and not only blanketed his opponents but also generated a lot of drive with his fierce attack on the ball and willingness to run and back his judgement. Kele Asa Leausa’s attack on the ball makes him a potent force on the forward line but it was his ability to stand in the packs and feed the ball to others that was pivotal for the team in this game. Russell Lehman returned from state duties and had an immediate impact with his many possessions and ability to link with others and generate effective running play.
Damian Carroll now has to build the boys up for their next challenge without his star players when the Power takes on the TAC Cup’s top side, the Geelong Falcons. In an earlier encounter this season the Power dominated the game in the first term but slaughtered countless scoring opportunities. Consequently the Falcons were still in the game instead of being at least six goals down and they slowly but surely worked their way back and then recorded a huge victory.
This game was symptomatic of the Power at that time as they were highly competitive in general play but a combination of poor decisions and skills meant that they lost game that they could and should have won. In the past four games when their backs have been against the wall, the Power have developed a greater sense of purpose and there have been some wonderful performances by many players who have stepped up to meet the challenges involved.
The Falcons will be well prepared to exploit any deficiencies in the Power’s levels of intensity and application and Damian will be leaving no stone unturned in a effort to build on the many positives over the past month. He has a lot to be happy about in terms of the boys willingness to lift their work rates but as they showed against Eastern, they are still a work in progress and will need to give 10 0 percent if they are to overcome the talented Falcons.
