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Loy Yang B Gippsland Power went into last week’s TAC Cup game against the Bendigo Pioneers on a high after a morale boosting win against the odds the previous week when they soundly defeated the Western Jets. What made the win even more significant for the Power was the fact that it was achieved without nine of the clubs best players which put enormous pressure on the remaining players to rise to a severe challenge of the physical and mental strength. The result was the side’s best team effort and it raised hope that they had turned the corner after some disappointing performances so far this season. Confidence levels for the Power were further enhanced by the return from state duties by quality players Dyson Heppell, Russell Lehman and Jack Weston.    
The scene was set for the boys to again face a challenging situation and have the chance to step up and continue their 2009 TAC Cup learning curve. Both teams took a while to settle into cohesive play and it was the Power who broke the deadlock with some clever play by Tim Ryan and Michael Ross which resulted in a goal to Lehman. A relatively soft free kick gave the Pioneers a timely reply but the Power defence was working hard to stem the ir forward thrusts and to use the ball positively on the rebound. After a very clever centre clearance Dean “Fossill” Woodhead goaled and the Power were applying outstanding pressure in the contested issues. 

Despite playing well the Power were still squandering too much of their hard work with poor finishing and it took some dash by Ryan to provide Heppell with a goal. After some strong work by Jack Carson, Nick Sing showed how it should be done with a long penetrating attacking move that Woodhead converted. The Fossill turned provider with vision and flair to allow Shaun Marusic in for his first of the day. Just to remind the Power that they needed to stay focused the Pioneers kicked the last of the term after another free kick. By the end of the term the Power led by 21 points but realistically could have been further ahead with more purposeful use of the ball when going forward. . . 

This point was effectively rammed home by the Pioneers when they goaled first after the Power had turned the ball over and allowed the Bendigo boys to rebound quickly. The Power were slaughtering scoring opportunities with poor decision and skill errors and had seemingly forgotten how effective going quick, long and direct had been for them in the first quarter. The Pioneers goaled again and had taken the initiative off the Power. Bendigo were making them look ordinary and it took brilliant roving by Lehman to jolt the Power back into more effective play. Mitch Dowse unleashed a long bomb from outside the fifty arc which Woodhead cleverly shepherded through and the Power were back on song. The enigmatic David Donchi cooly slotted another and the Power’s intensity had given them back the initiative. Lehman and Woodhead then played the old one-two to telling effect before Tim Northe and Carson combined with poise and flair to let Kele Asa Leausa in for the last of the term. The Power were awful early in the term but had lifted their work rate to dominate the latter part of the quarter and went into the long break 34 points up.

Instead of the Power going on with the job it was the Pioneers who again had the momentum and they punished them with three goals in a row. Instead of applying intense pressure that had been so evident in the first half, the Power were flirting with their form by playing uncommitted football and they were amde to pay on the scoreboard. Woodhead, Asa Leausa and Marusic stopped the rot with a good piece of play but the Pioneers again hit back after more insipid play by the Power A clever switch of play resulted in a gutsy mark and goal by Northe but it was the exception rather than the rule and only showed how that had wasted so much of the quarter.

By the last change the Power lead was only 15 points but, more importantly, they had played terrible football when seemingly they were ready to take the game by the throat. Damian Carroll delivered some much needed home truths about what was acceptable in terms of endeavour and application of the team game plan and the Power opened the last quarter with far more intensity than the insipid efforts of the third term. Asa Leausa’s unique attack on the ball allowed Dowse in for his second and a disciplined switch by Aiden Lindsay allowed a creative passage of play to put the ball into the hands of Wweston and he finished it off well.

Ruckman Chris Wylie drove the ball long and direct where Weston contested hard to create a clever goal for Asa Leausa who was front and centre. The Power were dominating the play and had really lifted their work rate all over the ground. Asa Leausa became a provider when he set up a rampaging Sing who finished off with the perfect running goal. The Pioneers were under intense pressure and a clanger from a kick in gave Weston an easy goal. 
To their credit the Pioneers were still prepared to pounce on any slackness by the Power and they quickly had two goals on the board after some indecisive efforts by the Gippslanders.. Some good team play by Weston allowed Mannon Johnston in for a goal and the Power had run out winners by 43 points. It was obvious from the scoreboard that they had played better football in the last term but closer analysis shows that the really dominated the quarter. They had not only kicked six goals but had also scored nine points after spending much of the term inside their forward fifty area. 

Damian Carroll had lots of positives to focus on after their comprehensive win. When they were following the game plan they had dominated the match and, like the Jets game he had important contributions from his older players as well as the youngsters in the early stages of their TAC careers. Their intensity at times was stunning but too often they wasted the hard-won ball with poor delivery into the forward line. The real concern for him will be the fact that they were again unable to maintain the pressure for the entire game and it was this inconsistency that had cost them at least three wins so far this season. 

Final scores Loy Yang B Gippsland Power 18 goals 14 behinds 122 points defeated Bendigo Pioneers 12 goals 7 behinds 79 points. Goal kickers; Russell Lehman 3, Dean Woodhead, Shaun Marusic, Kele As Leausa, Jack Weston and Mitch Dowse 2, Dyson Heppell, Tim Northe, David Donchi, Mannon Johnston and Nick Sing 1. On a day when the senior players needed to stand up, defender Jordan Dessent was strong and resolute in stopping his opponent as well as generating a lot of drive with his willingness to back his judgement and create positive play.

Jordan’s fellow defender Nick Sing is another who has responded to the challenge of leading by example and he too was able to generate drive all day as well, as completely blanketing his opponents. He made excellent use of his many possessions all day. Kele Asa Leausa has blossomed in recent weeks and combined incredible strength in the contested issues as well as having great vision and flair with his use of the ball. His ability to keep the ball in the forward line was impressive. Tim Northe goes about his work with a minimum of fuss but he was deadly with his many crunching tackles as well as the precise and purposeful use of his hard-won possessions. He too was critical in applying intense forward pressure on the Pioneers.

Jack Tatterson didn’t amass huge possession tallies but really stood up when it was his turn to be in the contest. His one-percenters were impressive and reflect the disciplined way that he played his football. Dean Woodhead seems to relish being the “veteran” of the side and not only won many important possessions but also played critical roles in passages of play that resulted in goals for the team. Chris Wylie has shouldered the bulk of the ruck duties for the past two weeks and has responded brilliantly to the challenge. He not only dominated the hit-outs but also was important in the around the ground contests.      .  

The resolve of the Power will once again be challenged next week when they take on the strong Murray Bushrangers unit at Oakleigh. Both sides will be without their state team members and will therefore have the depth of their squads severely tested. Damain Carroll will again call on his experienced players to lead by example as well as putting the “acid” on his youngsters to step up and help the old blokes out. Judging on their efforts over the past two weeks he must be confident that all the boys are ready, willing and able to rise to the occasion. However he be all too well aware that the Bushies will ruthlessly exploit the sorts of lapses in concentration that have bedevilled the side so far this season.  

