Our History

Hervey Bay

In 2003, a call was made to Bruce ‘Wolf’ Steenson enquiring as to whether a team from Hervey Bay could join the MAFQ. Wolfie was keen to expand the MAFQ as far and wide as possible and he quickly organised three games for us against teams, mainly consisting of Parrots and Sunshine Coast players at the Sunshine Coast ground.

We had a core of players who had recently and not so recently retired from regular Saturday footy but were still keen for a game, hopefully at a less hectic pace.

A team consisting of Nick Baker, Brett Turner, Scott and Grant Staunton, Ken Hamilton, Rod Donoghue, Otto Theurel, Col O’Brien, Shaun Rudd, Steve Van Kalken, Neil Lesmond, John Way, Danny Niciauskas, Trevor Watts, Mick Gay and Gerard Devereaux commandeered the Torquay Hotel bus, donned the red and black of the Hervey Bay Bombers and the rest, they say, is history. With three games and three wins (I think the opposition were tired from backing up) the decision was made to enter the MAFQ in 2004.

We needed a name and a jumper. After much debate, Puskas suggested Fruitbats – with a million or so flying over the sky each night a few more wouldn’t hurt anyone. And the name seemed to fit our demeanour and game style: plenty of squawking and at our age we were considered by many to be well and truly batty!

A jumper soon followed – which is still worn today. The colours of red, black and green represent the Hervey Bay Seahawks (red and green), who became the Hervey Bay Bombers (red and black), which most of the original players played with and which is our home ground.

In 2004, we played 10 games for four wins, our first in Round 6 against Souths. We decided from the beginning that the trappings of Saturday football, such as voting and awards would be eschewed. After all, as Wolfie always reminded us, it was footy for fun. While we have kept all the scores, records such as goalkicking etc. were not, although Hilly could tell you every goal he kicked. The MAFQ, however, voted and awarded a B & F. Fred Scown won it in 2004 and Grant Staunton followed up in 2005.  The League scrapped the award the following year as it became obvious that a Fruitbat would win each year. The same year saw Trevor Watts awarded Superman status and the Fruitbats winning Team of the Year. The esky is still enjoyed every bus trip! Interstate carnivals have been attended and enjoyed, with Darrel Leech, Gerard Devereaux and Michael Brown awarded All-Australian honours.

The Fruitbats could not ignore all awards however, and each year the ‘Grumpy Old Man’ is awarded to a Fruitbat who has lost the plot somewhere along the line, perhaps losing his temper on or off the field or just being a grumpy old man. Recipients of this prestigious award have been Col Sard, Col O’Brien, Grant and Scott Staunton, Trevor Watts, John Way, Shaun ‘Nudge’ King, Fred Scown, Shaun Rudd, Graham Pope, Gerard Devereaux, Fred Marshall and Anthony ‘Benda’ Stothard.

At the end of 2014, 118 players have worn the batjumper with pride, including ‘Buckets’ with five to his name so far. Fred Scown, Scott Staunton and Shaun Rudd have played over 100 games, with a few closing in on this milestone very soon. A total of 130 games have been played for 66 wins and a draw. Of the originals, Scott Staunton, Shaun Rudd, Steve Van Kalken, John Way, Danny Niciauskas, Trevor Watts, Mick Gay and Gerard Devereaux are still hobbling about. Still a few years left in the old legs yet.

Glasshouse Mountains

In 2013 Bribie Island and Moorooka Masters played the curtain raiser before the Div 4 North Grand Final and prompted club official Craig Bales to email MAFQ President Derek Delany on September 19, 2013. In 2014 a number of exhibition games were organised:-

May 18 vs Pomona at Pomona 

June 15 vs Pomona at Glasshouse

July 20 vs Springwood at Springwood 

August 17 vs Hervey Bay at Glasshouse

In 2015 Glasshouse Mountains became fully affiliated to MAFQ and their first game was at home against Aspley on April 12, 2015. In round 2 on May 3, Glasshouse would record their first win against Hervey Bay 13.11.89 to 10.9.69.

Mt Isa

Long time MAFQ North QLD stalwarts Paul White and Eric Gillett had for many years played for QLD in the national carnivals and at the QLD Country carnivals. In October 2014, with the support of Townsville delegate and MAFQ Country Director Maurie Soars, they decided that 2015 was to be the year and the Mt Isa Magpies were born. Whitey drummed up player and sponsorship support, designed a jumper, organised a club song and entered a 45s team at the 2015 country carnival to be held at Tony Ireland Stadium Townsville on June 7. The first game was against Cairns Stingers and in a close tussle came away two point victors. The second game was against the powerful Townsville Sharks and despite going into half time two goals down, led by player coach Gillett and captain Willow emerged victors by 13 points to win their inaugural cup at their first attempt. 

Miners, ringers, fighters too
Mighty magpies flying crew
Bred on sulphur, lead and dust
Feared by all, a woman’s lust
Blow the whistle, sound the horn
Mighty magpies, Isa born!




Coomera

Club president Damian Hofert had played masters footy on and off for a number of years for Gold Coast Masters. In December 2014 he made contact with MAFQ stating that Coomera were now ready to enter a team. On January 22, 2015, a meeting was convened by MAFQ at the Arundel Tavern involving all the Gold Coast clubs. It was here that Damian committed Coomera to masters footy. They hosted the Gold Coast pre-season competition on March 29 and their first game was against neighbours Ormeau. On April 12 they played their first game away against Surfers Paradise and their first home game was against Burleigh Heads on Saturday night May 30. Their first win came against Palm Beach on June 14 with the promise of many more to come. Phil Littlejohn took charge of the club administration from their beginning.

Jimboomba

On July 10 2013, Jimboomba Seniors assistant coach Stuart Greig emailed MAFQ president Derek Delany enquiring about joining MAFQ in 2014. After a number of phone discussions and submitting their Redbacks jumper, in January 2014 they were confirmed entry into the MAFQ 2014 season. Their first game was against another new club Ipswich on Sunday March 23, and they came away victors 72 to 24. Their first home game was on April 27 against Coorparoo.

Ipswich

In April 2013, MAFQ president Derek Delany emailed Ipswich president Sean McComb re their possible entry into Masters. After several discussions a practice game and BBQ was organised at their home ground at Limestone Park with Souths 38s on August 4 2013. After their first taste of Masters footy, Ipswich committed to the 2014 season. Their first fixture game was at home against Jimboomba on March 23, 2014 and while they didn’t come away with a win, it was the start of their AFL Masters journey.

Gold Coast Old Boys Clubs

Aussie rules started on the Gold Coast in 1961 with Palm Beach and Southport, followed by Surfers Paradise and Coolangatta in 1962, Labrador in 1963, Broadbeach in 1971 and Burleigh Heads in 1979. In the 1980s an Old Boys competition began and ran separately to MAFQ. In 2011, Palm Beach, Surfers, Broadbeach, Labrador, Burleigh and Mudgeeraba joined MAFQ.


Morningside

The Morningside Supercats formed in late 2005 and played their first trial match against Gold Coast at Yeronga in the a pre-season carnival prior to the 2006 season kick-off. The Supercats were formed from a combination of factors. Steve Burchill had been playing at Springwood in the Supers competition but always had a desire to return to Morningside where he had played junior footy. His daughters were at a local dance studio and another girl there mentioned her Dad followed AFL and had a son playing at Morningside. Steve contacted Jeff Jones who said there was a Fathers match being played at the end of the 2005 season. Steve then got in touch with Matt Keays and from that meeting and subsequent meetings with the club we formed the Supercats and played our first fixture against Wilston Grange . The Supers have always had a connection with Morningside AFC through the fathers and this connection continues to this day. Matt Keays was the first MAFQ Delegate and Steve Burchill was the first Coach. Morningside has enjoyed strong growth since their inception and fielded 2 teams from the 2009 season with strong National Carnival representation .

Aspley

Central Parrots Masters Football Club originated out of two foundation clubs of Qld Super Rules.  North’s (Green and Gold) under the comical but deadly serious as he could be when coaching on game day - the big Doug Knight and West (Maroon and White) under the strict guidance of Jimmy Barnes.

In 1994 numbers had dropped away and Qld Super Rules had lost their home base with the Mighty Mayne Tiger’s Facilities being unavailable due to receivership.  North’s and West combined in1995 and called themselves Centrals, playing out of Wilston Grange Football ground for 5 years under the colours of Maroon and Gold, still our traditional colours.

In the season of 1999 a central player arrived to play football at Yeronga but was visibly upset from the death of the family pet parrot that morning. The boys wore black arm bands that day as a sign of respect and from then onwards the team have been known as the “Central Parrots”. It may also be noted that after winning games of football we are also ‘pissed’ as parrots.

In 2000 to further improve our playing group numbers we moved to our current home ground - Aspley FC, at Graham Road Aspley. Our playing numbers continued to grow and in 2004 we entered a Masters team into the local competition.

In 2008 Centrals affiliated with Aspley AFL and now are referred to as Aspley Masters also known as Aspley Old Boys.


Souths

The Sharks history is a long and extensive one with a lot of moves to various grounds and many, many players taking their part. 

1980's
Back in 1983 the Masters Australian Football Qld (MAFQ) was created. At that time a group of players turned up at a field and sides were picked, based on the number of players that day.
1984 saw the formation of 4 clubs to cover the different regions of Brisbane, North, South, East and West. This of course was the birth of Souths Superules. The Sharks played in the over 35’s competition and has done each and every year since. For the first 5 seasons the Sharks didn’t train at all but just met on game days at the field, ran on and played a game of footy. In 1985, the Sharks decided to appoint a coach for their games and Rod Diprose stuck up his hand to take the job on game days. 1986 saw the Sharks find their first home ground at Coorparoo but continued to only meet on game days until 1988. 1989 saw the Sharks begin their mid week training which has continued since.
1990's
A player who was in the future to become a Sharks & Masters Legend, Alex McRae took over the reigns as coach in 1991 and continued to coach for the next 4 years. Alex was also the first ‘unofficial’ President of Souths. South’s Superules played out of the Coorparoo ground until the finish of the ’92 season. In 1993 the Sharks relocated to the Mt Gravatt Football club but only for the one season as they again moved back to Coorparoo for the “94 season. 1995 again saw the Sharks moving to another club when they made a decision to play out of the Yeronga Football Club which became our home base until the close of the 2000 season with the first two seasons, ’95 and ’96 playing entirely undefeated.
2000's
2001 & 2002 saw the club again relocate to Moorooka which was followed by a move to a junior’s only club in the form of the Jindalee Jaguars. The Sharks played out of Jindalee from 2003 to 2008.  The Sharks decided to change their playing name in 2006 to Jindalee Jaguars Masters Australian Football Club. This included playing in the Jindalee colours of yellow and blue rather than the clubs original colours of blue, white and grey. 2006 also saw the creation of the first Souths Sharks Committee with Barry ‘Freddo’ Morssinkof our first ‘Official’ President. 2008 saw the Sharks field both Supers and Masters teams for the first time in the clubs extensive history. 2008 also saw the inauguration of the clubs first life members in Alex ‘Big Al’ McRae an absolute legend of the club, and another great stalwart for the Sharks, Lyndon ‘Burger’ Burgess. The 2009 season saw the Sharks relocating the club to the Western Districts Sports and Recreation Club at Chelmer. The Sharks chose to revert back to its roots and play under its original banner of the Souths Superules Sharks and back into our blue, white & grey colours. 2009 also saw the 25th anniversary of the club, an outstanding achievement for all involved at the club, both past and present. Another two inductees into the revered ranks of the Life Members list also took place in 2009; these were Rodney 'Rocket' Waghorn and Andy 'Mary' Wishart. 
2010's
January 2011, as everyone in Brisbane knows, was devastating, with our home ground under 4 meters of water in some places, and the rooms with water over 1 metre high. We lost just about all our gear. No less than 12 of our guys were directly affected at their homes, many more with their business, and everyone lent a hand in one way or another to their mates at the club. We trained on and off over at the Greenfield Complex at Richlands, but when we finally got back to Chelmer, we were once again home, and the work started. Now in 2015, we have 60+ members, 2 strong 35’s & 45’s teams and a combined Committee and Social Committee of 10.

Cairns

The inception of the Cairns masters began in 2000 when Graeme “Grub” Hay (an export from Tasmania) and John Finn from Townsville organised old boys’ matches before local pre-season practices games in Cairns, normally coinciding with NAB AFL matches being played in Cairns.  

In 2004 the National Masters Carnival was heading to Cairns in September. The preseason game in February that year took on a little more attention with the word put out to attract more players. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]At this game Gary ‘Mitch’ Mitchell and Bruce 'Wolfy' Steensen both arrived in Cairns to instil some extra excitement for those involved.  Somehow, more by accident, Bill O'Connor became the first Cairns masters delegate and with great support from Mitch in Brisbane, we slowly registered 33 players for Cairns inaugural National Masters Carnival. With Grub Hay coaching the reserves at North Cairns and Viv Vears support, who was president of North Cairns, Watson Oval became the home of the Cairns masters. We slowly gained momentum as the year progressed and had some 30 odd players to head to Townsville for their Queens Birthday Carnival. By the time the national Carnival came around we had 33 players representing Queensland. Some of the highlights of that Carnival were Phil Jose making the all Australian in the over 50’s, Lyndon “Slugger” Oates B&F all Australian in the 40’s and Dwayne “Sticks” Forward B&F all Australian in the 35’s.

After the National carnival the majority of the player continued to train on Wednesday night and by late October it was decided that we should formally form the Cairns AFL Masters.   
The reins were handed over to Viv Vears late in the year and he became the inaugural president. The next year we began our February Carnival between Cairns, Townsville and Gove and competed in the Queen’s Birthday weekend carnival in Townsville.

Our Inaugural Committee formed in November 2004 was: President Viv Vears, Vice President Gordon Hill, Secretary/Treasurer Bill O’Connor, and Committee Trevor Brook and Kevin Vincent.






Townsville
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Bayside Bombers

The Bayside Bombers MAFQ as it was known in 2001 was born from the Redlands based players who were playing with Souths at the end of 2001. Gary Rogers, Mick Kath, Marty Phelan, Murray Werners, Rodney Neilson, Bryan Richards, Paul Peterson and co who was all residing in the Redlands area contacted Alexandra Hills Football Club about a Masters team playing and training from the Alex Hills oval. Not wanting to side with anyone club in the Redlands, The Bayside (from Moreton Bay) Bombers (Redlands & Alex Hills AFCs Bombers) was born.

Bayside became the sixth side in the MAFQ (now AFLQ Masters) joining Souths, Centrals, Easts, Gold Coast & Sunshine Coast. Back in 2002-2005 all games were played on a Sunday morning at 10.00am and every 2 months a carnival day would be played at Yeronga with a BBQ and a few beers to follow.
In the years to follow John Bishop would take over from Gary Rogers as president and Paul Magher would take over from Mick Kath as coach. Russell Bagnall picked up the financial books and we had a committee of 3. In 2015 our committee is now 10.

We have gone a long way from a training core of 6, 6 and we had to train, 5 and we went to the bar. Today we have over 30 at training and struggle to have enough footballs. Mick Kath (Casper) Paul Magher (Alf ) & Russell Bagnall (Bags) have all notched up over 100 games.

After 10 years al Alexandra Hills, with no room for the Masters,  2012 saw the Bayside Bombers move camp to Redlands AFC at Victoria Point, a move which has seen the club register over 50 players and put both over 35s & over 45s sides on the ground for the first time. With games played under near AFL lighting standards after the NEAFL Redlands team, AFL Masters is gaining exposure in the Redlands and Brisbane with this partnership. Bayside Bombers has seen over 150 players pass by the club over the last 13 years, some still here, some won’t go away.


Charters Towers

In July 2014, Masters AFL players from the Whitsunday Bald Eagles and the Townsville Sharks travelled to play the first ever AFL Masters Game in Charters Towers. The game drew a good crowd of locals and two likely lads in Jay Stanton and Dylan Schiess put on some boots and were quickly inducted into the ranks of Masters. Charters Towers has an AFL Junior Club, the CT Demons which fields under 6, 8 and 10 players in the Townsville AFL competition travelling 280km to play on Saturdays.

In April 2014 the challenge was put out to a few fathers of the Junior's to consider starting up a Masters AFL group to get fit, and help promote AFL in a staunch Rugby community. The target was set to get 6 players to register with the Townsville Sharks and play Masters AFL. Within two weeks the registered players list was 13 and with some sponsorship and encouragement from Carlton United Breweries the list soon passed 20. The keen players travelled to Townsville and trained with the Sharks, and the Sharks reciprocated by travelling out to Charters Towers for a scratch match. 

The Charters Towers outfit became known as Reaper's Legends, mainly because of the sponsorship and support of the number one ticket holder the Grim Reaper (the local funeral director), Mr Geoff Watson. Grim and his Legends travelled to Townsville on June 5th for the Qld Country Cup and played their first games of AFL by combining with the Cairns Stingers.

With over 30 players registered the decision was made to incorporate a Charters Towers Masters AFL Team, and so Gold City Suns was born. On July 25th 2015, players once again travelled from Townsville and the Whitsundays to play football in Charters Towers however this time 39 Gold City Suns players welcomed them to play games in over 45's for the LEGENDS CUP, and over 35's for the GOLD CITY CUP.  With a large crowd supporting the game and growing interest in membership AFL is alive in far North Queensland.





Palm Beach Currumbin

2011  saw the formation of the PBC Masters 38’s division thanks to the efforts of Dean Olleranshaw (Coach 2011), Matty Geyer and a few of the junior coaches from PBC. The 2011 season kicked off with hand-me down jumpers the “violet crumbles” and a multitude of shorts and sock colours. 
Slowly but surely the team came together with a few local business sponsors getting behind them, with new jumpers and shorts and socks to match, all the gear, no idea!!!

2012 season was a different story we had a great run and were hard to beat; 11 wins for the year with a cast of thousands, one home game saw 18 guys on the bench all trying to get a run. PBC had 44 registered players that year in the 38’s masters division. BBQs and social days are a regular thing, families and friends getting along to the games. Paul “Pmac” Mcvay took the reins as delegate in 2012 and with help from David “Macka” Mackenzie some club type structure was put in place. We also had a new Coach in 2012, David Tonks ” Tonksie “ with BJ Waller as his assistant and Meat supplier, handy having a butcher on the team . The team enjoyed their away games and had some great games in Brisbane and surrounding suburbs against teams such as Caboolture, Wynnum, Bayside, Kedron, Souths, Moorooka, Morningside and Redcliff. 

2013 season games with Morningside, Robina, Moorooka, Wynnum, Sandgate, Souths*, Bayside and Coolangatta, 11 wins one loss* for the year. Mark “Spud” Cornish kicked 66 goals for the season. Coach for PBC masters 35’s in the 2013 season was Tim “Teflon” Deacon and he continues to lead the way in 2015. The 2013 end of season bus trip comes to mind in fact its etched there, with guys called chucky, frosty, toddy, suddsie, tonksie, olly, smiley, maso, huddo, Nicko, stringdog, ox, brinka, big waz and little waz, you can imagine the carnage. 
   
In 2014 the age groups changed to 35’s and 45’s and this caused some fracturing in the club with haft our guys too old and the other half too young. We combined with Coolangatta masters to field teams in both age groups, which was not an easy thing to do, most guys were backing up in both games. Away games were a nightmare, and it probably caused a division amongst the loyalists from both clubs. We also had our new sheds under construction, so had no facilities -2014 was not a good year for PBC in hindsight.  

What it did do was forge a great many friendships between the clubs and now in 2015 you will quite often see guys playing in both the Cooly 45’s and the PBC 35’s being on alternate weekends.  The Gold Coast Masters 35’s comp 2015 is new in the fact it is purely Gold Coast based teams; each round is a carnival day with all teams playing at the one venue.

In the last 5 years PBC has had over 100 individual registered players, ranging in age from 33 to 52 with some new faces every year and still some of the original core group involved each week. The PBC Masters has always been affiliated with the PBC senior club and has attracted past senior players who have reached the eligible age for masters footy. 2015 saw the opening of our new on ground club facilities, new change rooms, canteen, gym, etc. PBC look forward to playing Masters footy into the future.








Gold Coast

In 1990 the QLD Superules competition consisted of the four Brisbane sides – Norths, Souths, Easts and Wests – and the North Coast. During the year, league president Jim Barnes contacted Labrador President Bob Holmes about the Gold Coast entering a 6th team. Bob agreed to make Labrador available for use by Superules and a committee including Brian Rowe, Ron “Joey” Saunders, Athol Cordwell, Keiran O’Callaghan, Jack Cook and Vince Guriullo set about making it a reality. Following are a number of letters that went out in 1991 to attract players and a number of press clippings from the Gold Coast Sun. From those early days there are still three players involved today (2015) Bruce Midson, Noel Emzin and Keiran O’Callaghan, and are still getting a kick against much younger opposition. Noel Emzin became the club delegate in 1994 and Bruce Midson the club delegate from 1999 to 2015. The Gold Coast has also provided three MAFQ presidents: Peter McCambridge 1997-98, David Eaton (2003) and Derek Delany (2013-15).

Our very first game was away to Wests on April 7, 1991 and the boys came up with an encouraging 12.3.75 to 7.8.50 win. Best players were listed as Keith Dawes, Whale, Huddo, John Smith, Gooch and Jack Cooke.

A fortnight later we played our first home game against Easts and lead by full forward Betts who kicked 6 goals, won 17.2.104 to 3.3.21. Best players were Smith, Emzin, Gooch, Dawes, Hayden and Betts.
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