
Appendix 10.1.5 – SANFL Juniors Club Officials Code of Conduct 

 
• Ensure equal participation for all: provide equal opportunities for all regardless of ability, size, shape, 

sex, age, disability or ethnic origin. 
• Suitability of program: ensure that the rules, equipment, length of games and training schedules take 

into consideration the age, ability and maturity level of the participants. 
• Ensure adequate supervision: adequate supervision must be provided by qualified and competent 

coaches and officials capable of developing appropriate sports behaviour and skills. 
• Stress enjoyment: remember children participate for enjoyment. Play down the importance of 

rewards. 
• Arrange adult education: develop improved standards of coaching and officiating with an emphasis on 

appropriate behaviour and skills. 
• Promote fair play: ensure parents, coaches, officials, sponsors, physicians and participants understand 

their responsibilities regarding fair play. 
• Modify to suit various levels: modify rules and regulations to match the skill level of participants and 

their needs. 
• Promote respect for opponents: condemn unsporting behaviour. 
• Maximise enjoyment: publicly encourage rule changes that will reinforce the principle of participating 

for fun and enjoyment. 
• Keep up to date: make a personal commitment to keep informed of the sound principles of 

administering recommended football programs for junior players. 
• Schedules, practice activities and involvement in competition. 
• Where I am responsible for players in the 5-18-year-old age group, I will strive to ensure that all 

players gain equal playing time. I will avoid overplaying the talented players, aiming to maximise 
participation, learning and enjoyment for all players regardless of ability. 

• I will stress and monitor safety always. 
• In recognising the significance of injury and sickness, I will seek and follow the physician’s advice 

concerning the return of injured or ill players to training. 
• I will endeavour to keep informed regarding sound principles of coaching and skill development, and 

of factors relating to the welfare of my players. 
• I will at all times display and teach appropriate sporting behaviour, ensuring that players understand 

and practise fair play. 
• I will display and foster respect for umpires, opponents, coaches, administrators, other officials, 

parents and spectators. 
• I will ensure that players are involved in a positive environment where skill learning and development 

are priorities and not overshadowed by a desire to win. 
• I reject the use of performance-enhancing substances in sport and will abide by the guidelines set 

forth in the AFL Anti-Doping and Illicit Drugs policies. 
 

 


