ALBERTON FOOTBALL NETBALL LEAGUE INCORPORATED
[image: image1.jpg]ALBERTON

PoOTBALL NETBALL

LEAGUE





FOOTBALL BY-LAWS

By-Laws of the Alberton Football Netball League Incorporated as made and determined at the meeting of the Board of Management in July 2017.
1.
AFFILIATION

The Alberton Football Netball League Incorporated (hereinafter called “AFNL”) is an affiliate of AFL Victoria Country Incorporated (hereinafter called “AFL Vic Country”) and Gippsland Australian Football Commission Limited (hereinafter called “AFL Gippsland”) and is bound by their rules as constituted or as amended from time to time.

2.
ALTERATION OF BY-LAWS

The By-Laws can be altered as per Rule 11 of the Alberton Football Netball League Constitution:

(a) If amended, repealed or added to by a special resolution carried at a Special General Meeting.


(b)
The Football Netball By-Laws may be altered at a meeting of the Board after one month’s notice to Clubs and on a simple majority.


(c)
All five (5) Board members must cast a vote on a By-Law alteration. If not available, the vote will be held in abeyance till a time that all members are able to vote.


(d)
A Club or Clubs may make suggestions to the Board for the alteration of the By-Laws by notice in writing to be delivered to the League Coordinator (hereinafter called the “LC.”)
 
(e)
If no opposition from clubs in writing is received within twenty-one (21) days, the By-Law is adopted.


(f)
If at least three (3) clubs oppose amendments to By-Laws in writing within twenty-one (21) days, a vote must be taken at Special General Meeting subject to a three-quarters majority vote by eligible members in attendance.

(g)

By-Laws must be made available in writing to members on request, and must be posted on the League’s website.’

3.
OFFICIAL BADGE

The League shall provide an Official Badge to be issued to the President and Life Members when appointed. Official badges shall entitle the holder to admission without charge to any match under the control of the Alberton Football Netball League.
4.
AFNL COLOURS

The colours of the League shall be navy blue and white.

5.
CLUB LEVIES

In the absence of direction at each Board meeting, each club shall pay its annual levy by six (6) instalments as follows:


(a)
One-sixth on 31 March;


(b)
One-sixth on 30 April;


(c)
One-sixth on 31 May;


(d)
One-sixth on 30 June;


(e)
One-sixth on 31 July;


(f)
One-sixth on 31 August.


In the absence of direction from the Board of Management, failure to pay the levy on the above due dates will incur a fine at the rate of $25.00 per day until paid.

6.
PAYMENT OF FINES

Following the imposition of a fine on a member club by the League, such fine is to be paid within twenty-eight (28) days of the invoicing of the club by the League.  If payment is not received within this designated time, this fine is to be doubled and voting rights of the member club withdrawn until such fine is paid.

7.
NON-ATTENDANCE AT SPECIAL GENERAL MEETINGS

On any occasion that a member club is not represented at a Special General Meeting, the club may be fined $100.00.

8.
PREMIERSHIP POINTS

In all matches, four (4) points shall be allowed for a win, and two (2) points shall be allowed for a draw.  In the event of two (2) or more clubs at the conclusion of a home and away game being equal in points scored for games being drawn, their relative position on the premiership list shall be determined by percentage, that is, points scored for multiplied by 100 and divided by points against.

9.
MATCHES LOST ON PROTEST

In matches lost on protest for any cause whatsoever, the club or clubs at fault shall lose all premiership points in any matches, that is, premiership points, and points scored for goals or behinds.
10.
FORFEIT ENGAGEMENT

Except for circumstances, which shall be determined at the absolute discretion of the Board of Management of the League, as being outside the control of the club concerned, any team failing to fulfil any engagement or match in which it is drawn shall forfeit all claims to premiership points in respect of that game and shall be fined an amount equal to expenses of all umpires organized to adjudicate at such game.

11.
RELOCATION OR RESCHEDULING OF GAMES

The Board as the “Ground Inspection Committee” shall have the power to relocate or reschedule any game due to adverse conditions.

12.
CLUB COLOURS

(a)
Each club shall register its colours with the League Coordinator.  Priority in order of registration shall determine the exclusive right to colours.  The Secretary of any club wishing to change their colours must forward a notice of motion to the League Coordinator at least twenty-eight (28) days prior to the first meeting of the Board of Directors in the calendar month of the year.  No club shall be permitted to change colours during the season.


(b)
Seniors, Reserves and Thirds must wear white shorts when playing away. Lower grades may wear club shorts. 

13.
USE OF COLOURS

All players must play in their proper colours.  Any player offending against this rule shall, at the request of the opposing captain, be compelled to change to its colour, and shall be reported to the League.  The club of an offending player shall be fined the sum of $25.00 for each player offending.  Should any player continue to offend in this respect, either in the game or in any further games, he shall be reported to the League.  The League may suspend him for such period as it deems fit.

14.
PLAYER NUMBERS

Each player shall wear attached to his Guernsey, a distinguishing number of a size to be not less than 250 millimetres long and 40 millimetres wide.  No two (2) or more players in the same club shall wear the same number in the same match.  Clubs and players offending shall be dealt with by a fine of $25.00 for each offending player.  The League shall reserve right of suspension for the players continuing to offend.


15.
PLAYER NUMBERS LIST

At the commencement of each season each club shall provide to the printer a list of all registered players in jumper number order for publication in the FOOTBALL & NETBALL FOLLOWER, the official newsletter of the Alberton Football Netball League.  Player numbers not to be duplicated.  Any amendment to such list shall be given to the League Coordinator prior to the registered player concerned taking the field.  Up to eight (8) “Club” jumper numbers may be set aside.  A fine of $25.00 may be imposed on any club for each incorrect player listing. Any incorrect player jumper numbers in the Follower in the finals series will attract a $10 fine per player.

16.
REGISTRATION OF PLAYERS

Any new player or player who hasn’t played in the previous season with the club, shall complete and sign an AFL Vic Country Clearance/Registration Form, clubs to retain forms unless copy requested by league.  Existing players are not required to complete a new form each year, provided they have played in the preceding year. As provided for under AFL Vic Country Rules, each player before allowed to play, must obtain a clearance from the last club with which he played. Re-registrations are to be completed on-line by the player to be eligible to play in the current season.

17.
LODGEMENT OF REGISTRATION

No new registration shall be effective unless it has been completed and signed by all parties before the player takes the playing field and, if necessary, the player has been properly cleared from his previous club in accordance with these and the relevant AFL Vic Country Rules.

18.
CLUB PENALTY FOR NON-ELIGIBLE PLAYERS

In the event that the League Coordinator substantiates that any player has played whilst being ineligible, the AFL Vic Country club with which the player played shall provide a written submission to the relevant Football Development Manager. If found proven, a fine of not less than $500 per senior team and not less than $250 per junior team will apply, plus reversal of match points (if won), loss of all points For pertaining to that game and may be subject to further penalty as determined by the AFL Vic Country Area Appeals Board.

19.
JUNIOR PLAYER ELIGIBILITY

(a)
To be eligible to play in the Third Eighteen competition a player must be under the age of eighteen (18) years at the first of July.  No player under the age of thirteen (13) years is eligible to play in this competition.


(b)
To be eligible to play in the Fourths Eighteen competition a player must be under the age of fifteen (15) at the first of July. No player under the age of eleven (11) years is eligible to play in this competition.


(c)
A player must be seven (7) years of age as at first of January to become registered.


(d)
Girls aged up to the age of 14 may play junior football as per AFL Vic rules.

20.
PLAYER PERMITS

Clubs may apply to the League Coordinator, on the form provided (see Appendix A), for a permit for a registered player to compete outside the conditions outlined in Rule 19. Permits will be issued following consultation with the Board, club and player. These permits are intended for players whose stature, experience and/or skills are considered not to be at a level that would allow the player to participate safely in their age group.

21.
AREA AGREEMENTS

As provided for under AFL Vic Country Rules, a player from another club or league is only permitted to play under permit if an Area Agreement exists between such leagues, or as authorized by the Alberton Football Netball League, and relevant permits shall be entered on the SportsTG system and completed paperwork sent to the League Coordinator.

22.
EQUAL NUMBER RULE GUIDELINES


(a)
Equal numbers on the ground is approved to exchange players with the opposition at the commencement of an under-age or Reserves match.


(b)
The intent of this Rule is that both sides have equal numbers playing at the one time and the maximum number of players are on the ground, with additional players up to the permitted number available for interchange.


(c)
Clubs must have fourteen (14) registered players before an official match can be played including exchanged players.

(d)
The club with the fewer number of players must have all eligible players, up to eighteen (18), on the ground.


(e)
Up to 22 players may participate in underage matches (more in 4ths when no equal number rule applies)


(f)
Equal numbers can be achieved by the transfer of players from one club to the opposing club on the day if a request is made by either coach.


(g)
Legitimate age group players should be used in preference to moving boys into a higher age group.


(h)
The format of the thirds match must be decided by three-quarter time in the fourths match.


(i)
Exchanged players must be entered as a Permit Player with a Matchday Permit for that day – to be organized between clubs on the website on the day.


(j)
Exchanged players must appear on the team list for whom they play for – i.e. if any player kicks a goal or is awarded a best & fairest vote, the data must be entered onto the website, otherwise match results and statistics will not tally.


(k)
Sharing is not required beyond eighteen (18) players.

23.
APPEALS AGAINST REFUSED CLEARANCES 

A player who is denied a clearance to transfer from his current Club to another Club within the Alberton Football Netball League may appeal to the VCFL and/or AFL Vic Country Area Appeal Committee, as per AFL Vic Country Rules.

24.
PLAYER POINTS SYSTEM
(a) Each player must be allocated points for each season in accordance with the AFL Vic Country Player Points System Policy (“PPS Policy”), to be entered into the FootyWeb system prior to the first home and away match of each season, before a player is eligible to play.

(b) Total club points are allocated by AFL Gippsland and revised on an annual basis. 

(c) Clubs will determine each player’s Player Points allocation for its Senior team in accordance with the PPS Policy.

(d) If a club does not follow this procedure and plays a player in a Senior competition match who has not had their Player Points allocation approved and entered into the FootyWeb system, the club will bear the risk of any enforcement penalty as determined by AFL Gippsland in accordance with the PPS Policy.

(e) Each club will ensure that on match days the Senior team does not exceed that club’s total team points. For the avoidance of doubt, clubs may recruit above their allocated points in any given season but must comply with the total Team Points allocation on match days.

(f) Penalties may include (without limitation):

(i) Club fines

(ii) Loss of premiership points – current season and in the future

(iii) Suspension from finals – current season and in the future

(iv) Player/Official suspensions – for those players/officials that knowingly provide false information to the club;

(v) Any other penalty determined by the Region Commission.

(g) Appeal and Review – Where a club is of the view that a player’s Player Points allocation is deemed inappropriate under the PPS Policy, any appeal against that Player Points allocation must be heard by the Region Commission under their own appeals process.

25.
SALARY CAP
All clubs must ensure that senior player payments do not exceed the salary cap allocated to AFNL and must abide by the AFL Gippsland Community Club Sustainability Guidelines for Player Payment Rules.

26.
MATCH OFFICIALS

(a)
Clubs to Provide Officials



Except where such appointments are made by the League, each club shall provide for each match one Goal Umpire, one Boundary Umpire and a Timekeeper. The home club shall provide an Interchange Steward.  Complaints against any of these officials must be lodged in writing with the League Coordinator not later than 6.00pm on the Wednesday following the match or incident.  For all finals matches, these officials shall be appointed by the League.


(b)
Proficiency of Officials


All Goal, Boundary Umpires, Timekeepers and Interchange Stewards shall make themselves thoroughly familiar with and become proficient in their respective duties as required under the laws of the game.


(c)
Goal Umpires


Clubs shall provide its goal umpires with a white coat and three (3) white flags.  At half time and at the conclusion of each match, the Goal Umpires shall compare score cards and, if they agree, shall sign the cards.  Final scores must be endorsed in ink on the score cards.  Such signed cards shall be retained by the League Coordinator and shall be regarded as the official record of all matches.  All goal kickers to be recorded by the team managers of each team and Team Sheets handed to home team Secretary at completion of each game.


(d)
Boundary Umpires


Boundary Umpires supplied by the clubs must be suitably dressed in white shirt and white shorts.


(e)
Timekeepers


The Timekeepers appointed by their clubs for each match shall accurately record all information required on the card and sign it.  The duties of Timekeepers are set out on the back of the official League scorecard.


(f)
Trainers


Trainers shall wear uniform approved by Alberton Trainers Association. Club Trainers are not permitted to wear jackets or tops of club colours on the ground. At least one trainer from each club shall be a member of the Alberton Trainers Association. First Aiders shall wear an orange vest.


g)
Interchange Steward


The home club shall provide an Interchange Steward. Refer to AFL Vic Country instructions for Interchange Rule.


(h)
Runners


Each team, while participating in an official match, may have only one (1) Runner who shall be dressed in black or navy blue tracksuit/shorts and pale blue top as authorized by the League. Club shorts are not permitted to be worn by the Runner. The club Runner must be named on the team sheet and must:



(i)
report to the Field Umpire prior to the match;



(ii)
leave the playing field immediately after delivering messages to players or at the request of the Field Umpire by the shortest route possible;



(iii)
not interfere with any player, umpire or other match official.



In addition, refer to AFL Vic Country Rules pertaining to “Official Club Runners”.


(i)
Water Carriers


Each team shall be entitled to two (2) water carriers on the ground at any one time.  Water carriers shall not perform any other tasks on the ground other than to provide drinks and must not interfere with any player, umpire or other match official.  Sole duty is to dispense water and leave ground immediately. Water carriers shall be dressed in white.


(j)
Club Umpires


Field umpires supplied by clubs must be dressed in red top with “Club Umpire” written on back.

27.
FOOTBALLS

The home club shall provide the footballs as follows:

· Seniors – two new Sherrin Kangaroo footballs;

· Reserves, Thirds & Fourths – two footballs both of which may be used and in good condition;

· All footballs must be full size leather and shall meet the requirements of the Umpire and the League;

· Footballs to be brands approved by the AFL;

· Coloured footballs may be used in all grades subject to the captains of both teams agreeing;

· The spare football must be placed in the care of the Interchange Steward during the playing of the match;


In the case of wet weather, conditions under which footballs can be changed are as follows:

· First Ball – first and third quarters;

· Second Ball – second and fourth quarters;


NOTE:
Captains must agree to these arrangements prior to the match.
28.
SCOREBOARD

Each club shall provide an adequate scoring board approved by the League.

29.
LINEMARKING

Clubs are only permitted to use a substance for marking ovals approved by the Board.  The use of Limil and lime products is prohibited.

30.
STARTING TIME OF MATCHES

(a)
Fourths matches will commence at 9.30am. Quarters will be of fifteen (15) minutes duration with no time-on. There shall be breaks of four (4) minutes at quarter time, five (5) minutes at half time and four (4) minutes at three quarter time. Fourths teams shall not leave the ground at any time except at the discretion of the Field Umpire.



If no Thirds match: Where there is no thirds game, matches will commence at 11.05am.


(b)
Thirds matches will commence at 10.50am. The first two quarters will be of fifteen (15) minutes duration with no time-on. The last two quarters will be of twenty (20) minutes duration with no time-on. There shall be breaks of four (4) minutes at quarter time, five (5) minutes at half-time and four (4) minutes at three quarter time. Thirds teams shall not leave the ground at any time except at the discretion of the Field Umpire.

(c)
Seconds matches will commence at 12.25pm.  Quarters will be of twenty (20) minutes duration with no time-on. There shall be breaks of four (4) minutes at quarter time, five (5) minutes at half time and four (4) minutes at three quarter time. Seconds teams shall not leave the ground at any time except at the discretion of the Field Umpire.

(d)
Senior matches will commence at 2.15pm and shall comprise four quarters of twenty (20) minutes each with time-on in each quarter. There shall be breaks of four (4) minutes at quarter time, fifteen (15) minutes at half time and four (4) minutes at three quarter time. The above times apply except where the Board sanctions or directs any other starting times.

31.  
TIME ON


Time on will only be implemented at the direction of the field umpire for ball ups and when ball leaves the playing arena (boundary throw ins and scoring points). This applies to Home & Away and Finals matches.

32.
RECORDING & RETURN OF MATCH RECORDS

(a)
At the conclusion of each match, details from all Team Sheets are to be entered on the SportsTG website by 6.00pm on the day of the game.


(b)
Senior football scores must be entered at the end of each quarter into “At Game” area on SportsTG website by home club.

(c)
All official cards and records of both football and netball games shall be collected by the home club Secretary who shall send them to the League Coordinator in Express Post envelopes provided by the league to be received on or before the Wednesday following the game. Failure to comply will result in a fine of $50.
33.
COUNTING OF VOTES

The Field Umpire(s) of each match shall, immediately following the conclusion of the match, enter the fairest and best players in his/their opinion on the form provided, numbered 3,2,1 and placed and sealed in the envelope supplied, to be sent to the League Coordinator by the club Secretary. At the completion of the home and away matches, these votes are to be counted and the player receiving the greatest number of votes to be declared the winner.  In the event of a tie, joint winners are recognized.  The winner of the Senior award shall be the winner of the A.P. (Peter) Moore Medallion donated by the Moore family.  In the event of a tie, the League shall provide any additional medallions.  Any player who has incurred disqualification during the season shall be ineligible to receive the award.

34.
FINALS


(a)
At the conclusion of the home and away series, the four (4) leading teams shall play off for the premiership.


(b)
Grounds


The AFNL Board shall have the right to decide the venues of all finals matches of the competition.  A club shall not host more than one finals match a year, unless special circumstances arise. It shall be the responsibility of the club hosting each final to present the ground in suitable condition and to make available all facilities.


(c)
Catering



Catering arrangements for all finals shall be organized by the League. The host club shall have the entitlement to organise the sale of liquor on the day of each qualifying final and is responsible for licenses and permits needed. The catering club shall have the entitlement to organize the sale of liquor on the day of the Grand Final and is responsible for licenses and permits needed. Liquor arrangements for finals may be amended as the League deems appropriate. Catering for finals matches shall be on a roster basis for those catering committees from each club wishing to participate. Clubs failing to take their turn on the roster automatically go to the bottom of the roster unless arrangements to swap with another club are made between the clubs themselves and the League Coordinator advised accordingly.

(d)
Expenses Incurred at Finals Matches


The gate takings for all finals matches shall be paid to the credit of the League.  The League shall meet all expenses in connection with such matches, and the balance if any shall be dealt with as hereinafter provided.


(e)
Ground Improvement Fund


An amount equal to 8% of the finals gates will be paid into the Ground Improvement Fund each year.  Funds are to be equally proportioned between all member clubs and the League.


(f)
Eligibility


All players must play six (6) rounds before being eligible to play finals, plus the following conditions:


(i)
Seniors: Players in finals need no further qualification.



(ii)
Reserves: Players playing one (1) to eight (8) games with the Seniors team must play at least four (4) games in the Reserves to qualify. If played nine (9) Senior games, cannot play in Reserves finals except where open selection applies.


(iii)
For the purpose of this section, games played refer to home and away games only.



(iv)
Thirds: Players must play four (4) games with the Thirds to qualify, restriction of fourteen (14) Seniors games, can also play open age football on same day/weekend if eligible in those grades.



(v)
Fourths: Players must play three (3) games in Fourths to qualify, restriction of fifteen (15) Thirds games. Only four (4) on bench in finals. Can also play Thirds final on same day/weekend if eligible to play in both grades. 



(vi)
Clubs that have both Seniors and Reserves teams playing in finals on the same day/weekend shall have open selection provided such players have qualified. Players can only play one game per day/weekend.


(vii)
If two (2) or more club games are played by any player on the same day, the game played in the highest grade counts towards eligibility.



(viii)
If two (2) or more club games are played by any Thirds player on the same day, both games count towards eligibility.


(xv)
AFL Vic Country Under 18 players (e.g. TAC Cup): An AFL Vic Country Senior competition or AFL Vic Country Under 18 match shall be considered matches of the player’s Senior AFL Vic Country team for the purpose of finals eligibility. Cannot also play with home club on same weekend.

(g)
Drawn Games



If during the final series, scores are level at the end of the match, in order to obtain a result and following consultation between the field umpire and both team captains, a further (2) two periods each of five (5) minutes duration plus time-on will be played with an interval of two (2) minutes between each period. Teams will change ends for each period. If scores are still level and following further consultation between umpire and captains, the umpire shall bounce the ball in the centre of the ground without teams changing ends and the team scoring first to be declared the winner.


(h)
Finals Starting Times


(i)
Seniors matches will commence at 2.30pm and consist of four (4) twenty (20) minute quarters plus time-on in each quarter.  The quarter time interval shall be five (5) minutes, half time interval fifteen (15) minutes, and three quarter time interval seven (7) minutes duration.  A warning siren shall be sounded immediately after the completion of the Seconds game and again at eight (8) minutes prior to the Senior game.



(ii)
Reserves matches will commence at 12.30pm and consist of four (4) twenty (20) minute quarters plus time-on in the last two quarters.  The quarter time interval shall be five (5) minutes, half time interval seven (7) minutes, and three quarter time interval five (5) minutes duration.



(iii)
Thirds matches will commence at 10.30am, consisting of twenty (20) minutes for the first two quarters with no time-on, and fifteen (15) minutes for the last two quarters plus time-on. The quarter time interval shall be three (3) minutes, half time quarter interval seven (7) minutes, and three quarter time interval five (5) minutes duration.



(iv)
Fourths matches will commence at 9.00am and consist of four fifteen (15) minute quarters plus time-on in the last two quarters. The quarter time interval shall be three (3) minutes, half-time seven (7) minutes, and three quarter time five (5) minutes duration.

35.
FIELD UMPIRES AND POWER TO REPORT


(a)
(i)
Senior Matches



In the event of the non-attendance or incapacity of any Field Umpire appointed, the remaining appointed umpires shall determine who shall replace the absent or incapacitated Field Umpire.



(ii)
Reserves, Thirds and Fourths Matches



In the event of the non-attendance or incapacitation of the appointed Field Umpire, the home club shall appoint a substitute Field Umpire.



(iii)
Substitute Field Umpire



In the case where an appointed Field Umpire fails to attend the match and a substitute umpire is chosen, then that substitute Field Umpire shall submit a 3-2-1 Best and Fairest Vote Card to the League Coordinator and have the power to operate the order-off rule and report players in accordance with AFL Vic Country Rules.


(b)
The Field Umpire shall have the power to report any misbehaviour or misconduct of players during the game or within or without the enclosure where the game is played on the day of the match, at any time after his arrival at the venue and before his departure from the venue.  The term “venue” means the whole of club facility, not just the playing oval.


(c)
Protection of Umpires


During the home and away series it shall be the responsibility of both clubs to protect all umpires from unnecessary abuse or violence on and off the field of play. Umpires shall be escorted from the field to their dressing room, and be in attendance at each quarter break in all grades, by appointed Umpire Escorts from both clubs wearing approved Umpire Escort vests, failure to comply will result in a fine of $20 per offence per grade.
36.
COLLECTION OF REPORTS

It is the responsibility of the Secretary or his/her deputy of both competing clubs to go to the Umpires room immediately after the game and ask if there have been any reports.  If reports have been made, the umpire must inform them of his intention to supplement such verbal report with a report in writing to be handed to the Secretary or deputy of the club whose players or officials are named on the report.  The club Secretary or deputy must then advise such reports to reach the League Coordinator no later than 6.00pm on the day of the match in question. The relevant team sheets must reach the League Coordinator no later than 6.00pm on the day following the match in question.

37.
OPTIONAL SET PENALTIES

The League permits the dealing with reports of umpires by the “Optional Set Penalties” method.  Reportable offences able to be dealt with and the relevant prescribed penalty are provided for under the AFL Vic Country Rules. The procedure for dealing with reports in this manner is as follows:

(a)
Umpire completes the Report Form and ticks the appropriate box.


(b)
Representatives from each club receive a copy of the Report Form.


(c)
Home club notifies the League Coordinator of the report by 6.00pm on the day following in accordance with By-Law 19.


(d)
The reported player and his club have until 6.00pm on Sunday to notify the League Coordinator of their decision to accept the “Prescribed Penalty”.


(e)
If the prescribed penalty is accepted, the League Coordinator will notify the Umpires Association and any other parties involved.


(f)
The reported player and the club Secretary will need to sign the bottom of the Report Form to acknowledge acceptance of the penalty and forward such form to the League Coordinator by the Wednesday following the match.


(g)
If the prescribed penalty is not accepted and the player wishes to defend the charge, a Tribunal hearing will be arranged as provided for in the By-Laws.

38.
INDEPENDENT TRIBUNAL

Tribunal members shall be appointed annually by the Board of Directors, none of whom can hold office or be a nominated official within a club or league. The members of the Tribunal shall elect their own Chairperson and three (3) members including the Chairperson shall form a quorum.
39.
POWERS AND DUTIES OF TRIBUNAL

The Tribunal shall have full power to inflict such punishment as it deems necessary in regard to any players reported for any offence whatsoever.  It shall be the duty of the Tribunal to hear protests, disputes and charges referred for decision by the League.  The Tribunal shall have full power to summon as witnesses such club, official, player or person as it deems necessary for the hearing of the case.  Any person giving evidence or so summoned shall, if desired by the Tribunal, sign a declaration as to the correctness of the evidence tendered.  If, in the opinion of the Tribunal, any statement is untrue or unsatisfactory, the Tribunal shall have the power in the case of a player to suspend him and, in the case of an official or club to recommend to the League a suitable punishment.

40.
NOTICE OF TRIBUNAL HEARINGS

The hearing of all matters referred to the Tribunal shall be commenced within seven (7) days from the latest time allowed under these Rules for the receipt by the League Coordinator of the charge, protest or dispute. Upon receipt by League Coordinator of any matter for consideration by the Tribunal, he/she shall if such matter is in order and complies with the Rules, call the Tribunal together for the purpose of dealing with the matter. Tribunal hearings shall be held at such venue and time as the Board deems appropriate. It is the responsibility of the notified club secretaries to have the necessary persons to the hearing on time.

41.
OPERATION OF TRIBUNAL HEARINGS

Operations of tribunal hearings and appeals will be conducted in accordance with Section 3 procedures of the AFL Vic Country Handbook.


If, due to unforeseen and urgent extenuating circumstances, it is not possible for a summoned player to be present at the hearing and subject to the agreement of the Tribunal to proceed with the hearing in the player’s absence, the following rules shall apply:


(a)
The club Secretary shall forward to the Tribunal Secretary a detailed statement by the player, firstly explaining the non-attendance at the Tribunal hearing and secondly, setting out the particulars of the incident in full, together with such other relevant information as, in the opinion of the player, would be of benefit to the Tribunal in enabling it to reach a decision.  Such statement to reach the Tribunal Secretary six (6) hours prior to the time set down for the hearing.


(b)
The club’s players advocate shall attend the initial hearing to present the player’s statement to the Tribunal.


(c)
It will at the discretion of the Tribunal having regard to player statements and/or umpire’s statements as provided for in the AFL Vic Country Rules, whether and under what form this hearing will proceed.


(d)
The Tribunal may apply a penalty by way of suspension of the player and/or fine to the club of $100.00 if it is dissatisfied with the statements provided.


(e)
The Tribunal, on application, may agree to arrange a telephone conference with players if it is satisfied with the reasons offered for the non-attendance of players summoned to attend a hearing.


(f)
The Tribunal may recommend to the League that costs incurred in the application of this By-Law be awarded to an affected party.


(g)
Video evidence will be admitted at the tribunal if such evidence is available, as per “Video Evidence” section in the green section of the AFL Vic Country handbook.

42.
REPRESENTATION AT HEARINGS

Each affected party shall have the right to be represented at the hearing by the Tribunal provided that no member or representative of the legal profession shall be allowed to appear for the affected party or parties.

43.
DECISIONS FINAL

The decisions and findings of the Tribunal shall be final and binding on the League itself.

44.
FAILURE TO ATTEND TRIBUNAL HEARINGS

All players summoned to attend any Tribunal hearing must be accompanied by an advocate.  Any club not having an advocate in attendance shall be fined $50.00.  Any player failing to attend a Tribunal hearing may be suspended at the pleasure of the Tribunal and his club may be fined $100.00. Players reported for a field offence must attend the next Tribunal hearing of the League Tribunal. The player cannot play unless the case has been heard. If the matter is adjourned, the player cannot play until resolved. Where players are reported for anything other than a field offence, the Tribunal may hear and determine the matter in that party’s absence.
45.
EXPENSES OF TRIBUNAL

(a)
Any expenses of its members and of the Tribunal meeting shall be borne by the League, but the expenses of the affected parties shall be borne by those parties.

(b)
Investigation Expenses


The charged player’s club will be invoiced if found guilty. The requesting club will be invoiced if found not guilty, tribunal finds frivolous or matter doesn’t proceed to Tribunal.

46.
PROTESTS, CHARGES & DISPUTES

All protests, charges and disputes must be in writing and must be lodged with the League Coordinator not later than 6.00pm within five days following the match or incident under review and, except in the case of reports or charges lodged by umpires as per Rule 35 or matters referred by the League, must be accompanied by a deposit of $500.00 which shall be forfeited to the League if, in the opinion of the Tribunal, the matter is deemed frivolous.

47.
DISBANDED AND AMALGAMATED CLUBS

If a player’s club has disbanded the player must obtain a clearance from his club’s league. Where a club amalgamates with another club, or clubs, the player shall automatically become attached to the combined club.

See Appendix A on next page
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APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL PERMIT FOR OVER AGE PLAYER

ALBERTON FOOTBALL NETBALL LEAGUE 
The………………………………………………………..Football / Netball Club hereby apply for a Special Permit  to allow an over age player

..………………………………………………………………...(players name)…………………………..(dob)

to play Under……………. Football / Netball for our Club during 

season…………………………(season date).

  Grounds for Application:  (cross out what is not applicable)

  #   He/She will not be selected in a senior grade team with our club

  #   He/She has played very little football/netball

  #   He/ She has a small physique

  #   He/She has a low skill level

  #   He/She has an intellectual/physical disability

  #   Other comments ………………………………………………………………..……………………………

  Should this application be granted, we undertake to abide by any conditions

  applying to the granting of this Permit.

  Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………….…(player)

  Signed…………………………………………………………………………….………………(club official)

  Position at Club...…………………………………………………………………………..…………………..

  Dated…………………………………………………………..
