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PERMIT SUB COMMITTEE
By-law 1
1.1 The Committee of Management will constitute the Permit Sub-Committee

1.2	 The Sub-Committee shall:
  1.2.1 - Grant or refuse Permits to players where Permits are necessary
         1.2.2 - Discuss and investigate the merit of any requests for the withdrawal of a player’s 
                      Permit to play

GREAT SOUTHERN FOOTBALL COUNCIL
By-law 2
2.1 	The Committee of Management will appoint available and willing members at the Annual General Meeting who shall represent the Association at meetings of the Great Southern Football Council.

2.2	These members shall vote in accordance with the instructions from the Committee of Management and shall vote in the best interests of the Association in the event of any matter on which they have not been instructed.

2.3	They shall provide a report to the Committee upon their return.

2.4	They will be reimbursed reasonable travelling costs for attending such meetings.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
By-law 3
3.1	The Committee may appoint an Assistant Secretary when one is considered necessary.

3.2	The Assistant Secretary will attend all meetings in the absence of the Secretary and perform all the duties normally undertaken by the Secretary at those meetings; and any other duties they may be required to perform when requested by the Committee.

PROXY DELEGATES
By-law 4
4.1	Each member club shall appoint two proxy delegates who may take the place of their nominated Club Delegate at any Committee meeting that a Club Delegate is unable to attend.

INDEPENDENT TRIBUNAL
By-law 5

5.1	The Association shall appoint a panel of at least five (5) others prior to the commencement of the season to act as the Independent Tribunal. No more than three (3) persons can sit on the board at any one time. The Association Secretary will act in the capacity of usher under the control of the Chairperson and may not comment at any time. It shall be the responsibility of the Chairperson to name members to sit on each panel. Any report against a player or official will be heard at a suitable time prior to the next fixtures at the discretion of the Chairperson. 
This Board shall exercise the following functions and all decisions given by the Board shall be final subject to the right of re-hearing and re-opening contained in By-law 5.1.3

5.1.1 	Hear and determine all protests, disputes, expulsions, disqualifications and charges against players, officials and clubs, as well as all other matters which the League may from time to time refer to the Tribunal.

 5.1.2 	Impose such disqualifications and inflict such fines and other penalties as the Tribunal shall think fit in the cases brought before this Tribunal.

5.1.3 	Re-open and re-hear any case previously dealt with if the Tribunal in its discretion shall
               consider such a re-hearing to be justified. Any application to re-hear or re-open shall be 
	before the same members who originally dealt with the matter in question.

5.2	Every decision of this Tribunal shall be reported to the Association in writing and shall be 
             	received without comment. A report of the same shall be kept by the Association Secretary.

5.3	It is recommended that the document “Guidelines for Tribunals for Community Football Leagues” be referred to for consistency in the application of penalties throughout country football leagues.

JUDUCIAL PROCEEDINGS
By-law 6

6.1 	In all judicial proceedings taken before the Permit Sub-Committee and the Independent
             Tribunal under these rules, the following provision shall apply.

   6.1.1  	Any club or player making any protest or charge against another club or player, or reporting any infringement of these rules or laws of the game, shall forward particulars in writing to the Association Secretary together with a fee of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) by Tuesday 5pm. This fee shall be forfeited to the Association if it be decided that the complaint so made was frivolous, vexatious or groundless. But the same shall be refunded to the club making the complaint if such complaint is upheld.

     6.1.2  Any club or player lodging a complaint shall give notice thereof together with a true copy of the particulars supplied to the Association Secretary, to the Secretary of the club whose club or player has been complained against, by Tuesday 5pm of the complaint occurring.

 6.1.3   Any club or player intending to prefer a charge against a player for breach of the laws of the game, shall inform the captain or Secretary of the player’s club of their intention to do so by Tuesday 5pm of the completion of the game.

    6.1.4   Any player who fails to meet his obligations to represent the Association or misconducts 
	himself while representing the Association shall appear before the Tribunal if reported by the team manager. The team manager is not required to lodge the prescribed two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) with the report.

    

   6.1.5  An umpire preferring a charge against a player, official or club for any offence in addition 
              to the offences prescribed under the laws of the Australian game of football must do so
              within the time and the manner prescribed above except that such umpire shall not be
                        required to deposit the fee of two hundred and fifty dollars($250) therein mentioned and
                        also the umpire must before leaving the ground upon which the match took place, inform
                        the captain or Secretary of his club of their intention to prefer such charge.

	6.1.6  The Association Secretary shall in such cases satisfy him/herself that all the provisions of 
                         this By-law have been complied with before submitting to the Permit Sub-Committee or 
                         Independent Tribunal as the case may be.

	6.1.7  When complaint shall require the evidence of an umpire in any case before the
                         Independent Tribunal, such umpire shall be paid any necessary travelling expenses, but
                         the Independent Tribunal may make any order as payment of the whole of the costs of the
                         inquiry.

	6.1.8  The Permit Sub-Committee and the Independent Tribunal and the parties concerned in any 
                         inquiry may summon any person whose evidence may be material to appear and give such
                         evidence. If such person does not appear when summoned or refuses to answer any
                         question in the course of the inquiry without a satisfactory reason for such failure to
                         appear or refusal to answer, then is such a person be a player or in any way subject to the
                         control of the Association, they shall be liable to disqualification, fine or other penalty as
                         the Committee or the Tribunal hearing the complaint may determine.

6.1.9    Clubs and players concerned in any matter before the said Sub-Committee or the said Tribunal shall be entitled to appear, and be represented providing such representative shall not be a legal practitioner.

	6.1.10 If any party to any matter before the said Sub-Committee or the said Tribunal shall fail to 
                         appear at the hearing thereof after due notice of such hearing has been duly sent to such
                         party in accordance with these By-Laws then the Sub-Committee or Tribunal may proceed 
                         with the hearing and deal finally with the matter, notwithstanding the absence of such
                         party

RACIAL AND RELIGIOUS VILIFICATION
By-law 7

7.1 	The Association has adopted a Racial and Religious Vilification Policy.

7.2	All member clubs must display a copy of this Policy, and will be held vicariously liable for the 
             conduct any person employed, engaging or otherwise associated with that club who is found
             guilty of any such offence.

7.3	Such member club will not be held liable if it can be shown that the Club took all reasonable 
              steps to prevent any such person from engaging in conduct that contravened the Policy.

7.4	The Racial and Religious Vilifications Policy is contained in By-law 26.

CONCUSSION POLICY
By-laws 8

8.1	The Association has adopted a policy on the handling of concussed players.

8.2	Any player suspected of having suffered a head injury/concussion or is knocked out must be 
             assessed before allowed to return to the playing field.

8.3	Any player who has failed the assessment shall be recorded on the Umpires Match Report after
              the game for notification to the Associations Registrar. That player will not be permitted to play
              again unless he has obtained a clearance from a medical doctor.

8.4	Unless the medical clearance is obtained, that player will be regarded as ineligible to play and
              the club will forfeit the match and premiership points. In such cases, the forfeiting of the match 
              will be processed in accordance with by-laws 13.4

COLOURS
By-law 9

9.1	Representative teams to play in colours at the discretion of the Association.

9.2	The Association Secretary shall keep a registration file on the colour and design of each club’s
              playing uniform. All clubs shall supply the Association Secretary with a colour photograph of
              their playing uniform (front and back) including shorts. A uniform shall deem to be guernsey,
              shorts and socks. The registration of such colours, uniform and design shall give that club
              exclusive rights to such colours, uniform and design as against any other club attempting to
              register same.

9.3	Any club desiring to vary or alter its colour, uniforms or design shall first apply for and obtain the
             permission of the Association to make such variation or alterations by 1 February in the year of the proposed change and when approved the same shall be registered by the Association Secretary.

9.4	Every Club upon admission to the Association shall apply for and obtain permission of the 
              Association to use the colours, uniforms and design under which the club proposed to play and
              the same when approved by the League shall be registered by the Association Secretary.

ADMISSION CHARGES
By-law 10

10.1 	Admission charges will be set at the Annual General Meeting for the following season of
             Association fixtures

10.2.	Admission charges to inter-association games will be set at the discretion of the Association.

GROUND MANAGEMENT 
By-law 11

11.1	Each member Club shall be responsible for all payments in conduction home qualifying matches.

11.2	Each member Club shall be responsible for maintaining their ground and facilities in good conditions.

11.3	All Association and final round matches will be the responsibility of the Association and all monies so collected with be paid into the Association’s bank account after settlement of all costs incurred.

11.4	The venues for all final rounds matches shall be determined by the Committee.

FINANCE
By-law 12

12.1 	If the Association incurs a loss which its finances are unable to stand, it may by a three-fourths (75%) majority of the whole Association, order a call to be made on the Clubs.  Notice in writing that such a call has been ordered and specifying the amount thereof shall be sent to the clubs by the Secretary and such clubs so notified shall pay the amount into the funds of the Association within 14 days after such notices has been sent.

LEAGUE MATCHES AND ELIGIBILITY OF PLAYERS
By-law 13

13.1	The Association shall appoint the Coach, Manager and Officials of all Association representative
              sides. The Manager so appointed shall have a power to report players on breaches under By-law 
              6.1.4

13.2	 All players registered with the League are deemed to be available, and eligible for selection in
              Association matches, including carnivals. Any player who has been selected and who’s Club has
              been notified and does not present himself on the day of the match or for training without
              previously giving the selectors a satisfactory reason may be stood down for two (2) playing dates
              from his club. Any suspended players shall have the right of appeal to the Association’s
 Independent Tribunal. The appeal must be lodged with the sum of fifty dollars ($50) within
 forty-eight (48) hours after the Secretary of the Club of the player concerned has been notified
 by the Association Secretary. If the appeal is upheld the fifty dollars ($50) will be refunded. If the
 appeal is dismissed the fifty dollars ($50) will be retained by the Association. 

13.3	The Independent Tribunal may at their discretion reduce the time of suspension or inflict a fine 
              in place of the suspension.

QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS 
By-laws 14

14.1	Subject to the By-laws hereinafter contained no person shall be eligible to play with any member
              club in matches controlled by the Association unless he has obtained a transfer and a permit
              when the same are necessary under these rules.

14.2	A Player who requires a transfer from other club, is not eligible to play in the Ongerup Football 
	Association competition until such times as his granted transfer has been sighted and endorsed by the Ongerup Football Association, and the player has confirmed the transfer to his new club by self-registering using the AFL Footyweb.

QUALIFICATION OF COACHES
By-laws 15

15.1	It is a requirement of all coaches of all grades be accredited to a least Level 1 by 30 June in their
              first season of appointment.

15.2	The penalty to be imposed of coaches who continue to coach without obtaining the required 
              accreditation to be in the form of a financial fine for the club involved. This penalty to be at the
              discretion of the Association.

15.3	If a coach is reported and subsequently found guilty, full details of the incident including the coach’s name, date of the incident and penalty imposed must be advised to the Manager, Club Development and Coaching at the WAFC as soon as possible.  These coaches may receive a citation with the possibility of having their accreditation cancelled.

TRANSFERS
By-laws 16

16.1	Any player who has played with a designated affiliated club in a designated affiliated competition
              in the previous 24 calendar months who subsequently desires to play for another club either in
              the same competition or another designated affiliated competition, shall be required to obtain a
               transfer from his present club before being eligible by his new club.

16.2	All applications for transfer must be made on the prescribed form as supplied by the Association.

16.3	All applications for a transfer shall be initiated by the destination club by lodging into the AFL 
              Footy Web and submitting a transfer request. Such applications can only be submitted during 
              the period 1st February to 30th June inclusive.

16.4	All applications for transfer will be dealt with in accordance with the rules set forth by the
             Australian Football League, West Australian Football Commission, and the West Australian 
             Country Football League.

16.5	 If an application for a transfer is not returned to the transferee league/association within six (6) 
              Business days (excluding Saturday, Sundays but including public holidays) of having been
              lodged, then such transfer will be granted and the AFL Footy web will automatically transfer the
              player to his new club. This notification must still be confirmed by the player’s new club, the Secretary of the new League and self-registration by the player concerned. 

16.6	An application for transfer can only be refused when a club substantiate that the Player:-
              * is a contracted player: and/or
              * is indebted to the club and/or
              * is in possession of club property that needs to be returned.
               In these cases, the club refusing the transfer must provide evidence (Player Transfer Refusal
Form) to the Association Secretary within 3 business day of the request in order to substantiate the claim. Failure to provide such evidence will result in the application being reactivated and approved



16.7	A transfer can also be refused when the player wishes to withdraw his application. Clubs can only
             submit this as a reason where the player has signed the Player Withdrawal of the Transfer Form.
               This completed form must be provided to the Association Secretary within six (6) business days of which the transfer application was lodged.  Failure to provide this form within the required period will result in the Football Body re-activation and approving the transfer.

16.8	Any player who has not played with any designed club within the previous 24 calendar months is
             entitled to a free transfer. The necessary paperwork must be completed but the application
             cannot be refused by the previous club or League.

16.9	The destination club seeking the transfer must retain the original copy of the application signed by the player making it and provide it upon request by an official of the existing and/or League/Association by no later than 5pm on the next business day following such request.  Such original application is to be kept until at least the end of the first season to which the player seeks application to join the new affiliated body.

16.10	A player who is under suspension may apply for and be granted a transfer whilst under
              suspension, but cannot transfer from his new club until 28 days after the suspension period has
              expired.

16.11	A player who gives false information on an “Application to Transfer” or on a “Permit Application
              Form” shall be liable to suspension and/or disqualification as determined by the Permit Sub-
              Committee.

16.12	 A player whose application for transfer has been refused, by a club, may lodge a second or
              subsequent application immediately he has been advised of the refusal

16.13	 Where an application is refused and the player considers that reason for refusal is not genuine,
               he may appeal to the Appeals Board of the WACFL in accordance with the Rules of the Appeal
               Board to have his application granted. Where it is a local matter between two clubs in the Ongerup Football Association, such appeal shall be heard initially by this Association’s Permit Sub-Committee. The necessary forms “Player Transfer Refusal Form” and/or “Player Withdrawal of Application Form” must be retained and will be considered in any relevant subsequent appeal.

REGISTRATION OF PLAYER
By-laws 17

17.1	The Association shall kept a register of all persons to whom permits have been granted in the
              AFL Footy web system . All applications for Permits must be made on the prescribed form
              supplied by the Association. A player’s permit to play shall be the subject to review by the
              Permit Sub-Committee at any time.

17.2	All existing registered players must re-register themselves for their current club each season on the AFL Footy web system. Players can re-register themselves for the following season from November. It is the player’s responsibility to ensure that he/she performs this process before being eligible to play.


17.3     	A new player who desires to become a playing member of a club, must be self-registered by the intending player and all details confirmed by the Secretary of his new club through the use of the AFL Footy web before being eligible to play with that club. The application shall be dealt with by the Association’s Permit Sub-Committee at its next meeting. Once a player has been granted a permit to play with a club, he is not required to make any further application unless he transfers to another club within the Association.

17.3	Should a player transfer from one club to another, then he shall make an application as outlined in Section 11.

17.4	Any player or official accumulating eight (8) weeks suspension will 
             (a) if a player, have his permit withdrawn and
             (b) if an official prevented from holding any office in any official capacity with an affiliated
             football body

17.5	Players who are under the age of twelve (12) years in the year of playing are not permitted to 
play in any Association league team

17.6 	A ‘Tackle with Care’ rule applies when Reserve players aged from 13 – 15 years wear green warning shorts. The same rule applies to players 50 years and over who wear purple shorts

DUAL REGISTRATION
By-laws 18

18.1	Fly in – Fly out employment

18.1.1	Employees located in country locations on a “fly in – fly out” basis will be permitted to
play with a club in the district of their temporary residence without the need to obtain a
clearance from their original club

18.1.2	These players, on producing a certificate from their employer certifying that they are
employed on a “fly-in – fly-out” arrangement and a copy of their work schedule, can be
registered with a  club in the country League/Association in which they are temporarily residing in addition to their primary club. A copy of his registration must be provided to the player’s primary league. He must be granted a Local Interchange Permit (Type 2) from his primary club to register with his secondary club.

NOTE Leagues and players must be aware that dual registered players whose primary club is affiliated 
            with the WA Amateur Football League will invalidate their qualification for registration with that
            League if they accept match payment fees whilst playing with their secondary club.

18.1.3	 These players will be eligible to play in final round matches in both competitions providing they satisfy the qualifying number of games in each.

18.1.4	A player may play in only one affiliated league/association on any one weekend. In addition, players can play with their secondary club only on those weekends that are in their temporary location on their normal “fly-in out employment” schedule



18.1.5	Furthermore, should the employment of the “fly in fly-out” arrangement cease, the dual
           	registration will also cease and his Local Interchange Permit must be cancelled. The     player if remaining at his temporary location must seek a clearance from his primary club before being permitted to continue playing with his secondary club. Such application can be made at any time during the season.

18.1.6.	 Should the player still be employed on a “fly-in –fly-out” basis but desires to transfer to another club in the League/Association where he is temporarily residing, or to another
League/Association to which he may transferred in his “fly-in fly-out” employment, he must seek to have a Local Interchange Permit with his existing secondary club, and a new one issued by his primary club to his new secondary club

18.1.7	 Should a player be reported and suspended in either of his dual League competitions a report including date of the incident, details of his offence and length of suspension must be forwarded to his other dual League. That player will not be eligible to play in either competition until such time as the full period of his suspension has expired.

18.1.8	 All such Permits will expire at the end of each season

18.2	HIGH SCHOOL, TAFE, AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, MURESK AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

18.2.1	Students living away from home for full time educational purposes must obtain a transfer from their existing club before being eligible to play with a club at their temporary location

18.2.2	They may return to play with their original country club (defined as the last country club that cleared them) during the season using a Match Day Permit (Type 1). If the player is playing in a junior grade competition ie: Under 17 and below, such as the metropolitan junior development councils, they may return to play at any time during the season. If playing with a club affiliated at a senior level ie: WA Amateurs, they may return to play only during recognised semester breaks. The application for a Match Day Permit must be applied for and approval received prior to the match day involved.

18.2.3	 Any such player can only play in the one competition on any one long weekend.

18.2.4	 Provided they play the required number of qualifying games, they will be permitted to    play in final round matches in both Leagues/Associations

SIGNING OF FORMS BY PLAYERS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
By-laws 19

19.1	Any official form (eg permit, registration, or transfer form) signed by a player under the age of 
             eighteen (18) years will not be considered valid unless it is countersigned by a parent or legal 
             guardian






DEFAULT OF CLUBS AND PLAYERS
By-law 20

20.1	If any club shall fail to pay an annual subscription call, fine or other payment for which such club is liable under these rules within the time prescribed for payment of the same, such club shall lose its representation in the Association until it shall have made such payment.

20.2	If any player shall play in any other affiliated club without first having obtained a transfer allowing him to do so, such player shall be liable to disqualification by the League.

20.3	If any player shall fail to pay any fine imposed upon him under these rules, such player shall be disqualified from playing in any matches until such fine has been paid.

20.4 	Any club which plays a player who is ineligible to play with such a club or who is disqualified from playing under these By-laws shall forfeit the match in which such player takes part in addition to any other penalty to which such club may be liable under these rules.

	20.4.1	Any club losing the match, and being in default under this rule, shall be liable to have 
points deleted from the premiership table in addition to any other penalty the League Executive sees for to impose.

20.4.2	Where a team forfeits a match under By-law 20.4 the full match premiership points shall  be awarded to the team receiving the forfeit. The team receiving the forfeit shall be credited and debited with the full time scores of both sides as recorded by the goal umpires as usual. The team forfeiting the match will be credited with “no points scored” and debited with the total score of their opposition.

20.5	Any club that plays a player who is not a registered player of that club and who does not require a transfer, has until 5pm on the Friday following the game, to finalise the self-registration of that player. If not, then the player is deemed to be ineligible and the penalties as outlined in 20.4 above will apply.  

20.6	Any club expelled from the Association shall lose and forfeit to the Association all interest and benefit of such club in the Association and the funds and property of the Association as from the date of such expulsion.

20.7 	A club or player shall be deemed to be in default if a FINE has NOT been paid within fourteen (14) days of written notice from the Association Secretary.

20.8	Notice to clubs and players from the League shall be deemed to have been given from the time of posting by the Association Secretary.

20.9	The Secretary of every club shall send to the Association Secretary, the name of any member of the club who is in default by reason of a breach of the rules of such club, together with particulars of the default and of the rule infringed within 14 days after such default shall have been discovered. At least three (3) days before sending to the Association Secretary the name of such defaulting player, the Secretary of his club shall give notice in writing to such member of his intention to do so.

20.10	Any player who is reported by his club to the Association Secretary as a defaulter, shall be disqualified from playing in any match controlled by the Association until his club has reported to the Association Secretary that he does not desire such disqualification to continue or until such player has appealed to the Independent Tribunal against a charge of default made against by his club, and such appeal has been allowed.

20.11	Where a player is selected to represent the Association and does not present himself to the selectors at the appointed time and place without offering sufficient reason, to their satisfaction, for such absence, then he shall automatically become ineligible to play for his club in that club’s next official fixture. This penalty shall not preclude him from winning any Fairest and Best Awards.

OFFENCES AND PENALTIES
By-law 21

21.1	The Association may by resolution from time to time declare any acts or omissions by clubs and players not specifically mentioned in these By-laws and may also declare the penalty for any such offences, provided always that no such penalty shall be imposed until a circular setting forth the offences so declared and the penalties for the same shall have been first sent to every club.

21.2	A fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) may be imposed in respect of any offences committed under these rules in cases where no specific fine or penalty is prescribed.

21.3	Any player or official who acts or conducts him or himself in a manner prejudicial to the good order, management, control and administration of football commits an offence under these by-laws and shall be liable to a fine not exceeding $250 or in the case of a player, disqualified from  playing during such terms as the Independent Tribunal deems fit, or in the case of an official, disqualified from acting as an official in any capacity either permanently or during such time as the Tribunal deems fit.

21.3	Any player who plays in any match in the Ongerup Football Association in breach of these by-laws shall in addition to any other penalty which may be imposed be disqualified from playing in any Association club match for such period as the Tribunal may determine on referral by the Directors.

RED/YELLOW CARD PROCEDURE
By-law 22

22.1	Any player order off through a ‘Red” card shall be reported and is not allowed to return to the playing field for this game. A player ordered off with a “Yellow” card must remain off the playing field for fifteen minutes of actual playing time. The umpire will determine whether the player ordered off with a “Yellow” card is also to be reported. A player ordered off with a “Yellow” card for the second time in the same match, can be placed immediately, but cannot return to the playing field.

22.2	Any player ordered off with a “Yellow” can be replaced immediately. A Player ordered off with a “Red” card cannot be replaced until 15 minutes of actual playing time.

22.3	Player/s ordered from the ground must leave the ground through the interchange area.

22.4	 The field umpire MUST signal “TIME OFF” and “TIME ON” when players have left the oval.

22.5	The official timekeepers shall be the only arbiters of the fifteen minutes period and shall signal when the fifteen minutes period has elapsed.

22.6	The timekeeper to record on the form provided the quarter and time of the “ORDER OFF”, the Club and the numbers of player/s ordered off.

22.7	The players/s ordered of MUST be instructed by his/their club runner or club official to clearly show his Guernsey number to the timekeepers

22.8	Timekeepers to be stationed reasonably close to the interchange area if possible.

22.9	In the event of a player failing or refusing to leave the field when ordered off, he shall be reported for misconduct. The player/s captain or deputy shall be advised by the umpire that his team shall forfeit the match unless the player leaves the field immediately. If the player still refuses to leave the field, his team shall forfeit the match.

22.10	For a player to be sent from the ground for the reminder of the match due to being reported twice under 22.1 and 22.9 of the Order Off procedure, that player must be reported on both occasions by the field umpire.

22.11	An official such as a runner, water carrier or trainer ordered from the playing arena for a yellow card infringement shall leave the ground for 15 minutes of actual playing time and can be replaced immediately. In situations where an official such as a club member on the bench ie coach, assistant coach, team manager or a club appointed boundary or goal umpire , is issued with a yellow card, that card is to be accepted as a “warning” and the official can continue with his/her duties.  However, any further issue of a yellow card to that official is to be regarded as a red card and the official is to leave the playing arena and not permitted to return.

22.12	Any player or official who is sent from the playing area on a red card is not permitted to return to the playing arena. Furthermore any such official or player is not allowed to take part in any other game which may be played on that day

MATCHES
By-laws 23

23.1	No club in the league shall play any match without the sanction of the league.

23.2	No club shall forfeit any match or abstain from playing any match without first obtaining the permission of the league.

23.3	The Association can play eighteen (18) players in the all grades with four (4) interchange players. The minimum number of players to prevent a forfeit will be thirteen (13). Teams can play with less than the maximum number, but both must play with the same number of players on the field. Should players be ordered from the field with a red/yellow card infringement; or due to an injury and the number of players reduced to less than 13, the game will still proceed.

23.4	A completed team list for each team must be prepared showing the players and their jumper number shall be prepared and submitted to the field umpires prior to the start of each game. 
The team list is to be forwarded to the Association Secretary with other match document at the
end of the game.

23.5	The Permit Sub-Committee shall arrange and submit for the approval of clubs the programme of premiership matches to be played by the club in each year. Such programme shall consist of a qualifying round and a final round.

23.6	In the qualifying round of matches, each club will play against each of the other clubs as many matches as the programme will permit. Four points shall be counted for a win and two points for a draw. In the event of any club gaining the same number of points at the conclusion of the qualifying round, the position of such shall be determined by the proportion of points kicked for and against.

23.7	The final round of matches shall commence after the qualifying round has concluded and shall consist of four matches to be played between the four clubs leading at the conclusion of the qualifying round and the draw of such final round shall be as follows.

	* First semi final: Third team shall play the fourth team.
	* Second semi final – first team will play the second.
	* Final – the loser of the second semi final will play the winner of the first semi-final.
	* Grand Final – the winner of the second semi-final will play the winner of the final.
	And the winner of the Grand Final shall be the premiers for the season.

23.8	In the event of any match in the final round resulting in a draw then extra time of two (2) five (5) minutes periods shall be played and the process repeated if required until a result is achieved. The first period shall be played to the opposite end to the previous period. 

23.9	The interval between reaching confirmation of a tied score and the commencement of the first period of additional time shall be six minutes. Coaches shall be permitted to address teams during this period and other club staff entitled to be on the arena at intervals may also attend their teams.

23.10	Time keepers shall sound the sirens in accordance with the normal start of each quarter
		* Two minutes prior to the official start time...............3 sirens
    		* One minute prior to the official start time.................2 sirens
 		* Official start time                      1 siren

23.11	At the conclusion of the first period of additional time, teams shall immediately change ends. Coaches and other club staff shall not be permitted to enter the arena at this time.

23.12	In the event of the scores being level after the two periods additional two by 5 minute periods with time on shall be played until a winner is determined. The aforementioned procedures will apply with the exception that teams shall change ends immediately upon confirmation from the goal umpires that additional periods are to be played and coaches and club staff shall not be permitted to enter the arena

23.13	At the conclusion of the season, the position of the clubs shall be determined as follows-
	* The club playing off for the premiership shall be placed first and second respectively
	* The loser of the final shall be placed third
	
* The loser of the first semi final shall be placed fourth
	* The other clubs shall be placed according to their relative positions on the premiership table at 
	   the conclusion of the qualifying round of matches.

23.14	All personal participating in duties for the conducting of any match, shall be dressed in a manner decided by the Association before entering the playing arena. A fine shall be imposed for failure to comply unless the Committee of Management is satisfied the failure was unavoidable.

23.15	At all matches played in the Association league competition, unless otherwise specifically arranged, a bell or siren shall be rung at 2.15pm another at 2.20pm and the game shall be started at 2.30pm and the bell or siren shall be again rung at the proper time for the end of each quarter, the commencement of each subsequent quarter and termination of the match. Provided that the previous match is completed, the captains of both sides may ask the umpires to start their match earlier that the prescribed time.

23.16	At all Reserve matches played in the Ongerup Football Association competition unless otherwise specially arranged, a siren or other approved devise shall be sounded at 12.10pm another at 12.13pm and the game shall be started at 12.15pm. The siren or other approved devise shall be sounded at the proper time for the end quarter, the commencements of each subsequent quarter and for the termination of the match.

23.17	If any club is not ready to start play within 5 minutes after the time fixed for the commencement of any quarter, that club shall be fined $200 on each violation.

23.18	If any club is not ready to start play within (10) ten minutes after the time fixed for the commencement of any quarter, such club shall forfeit the match unless the Directors are satisfied that the delay was unavoidable.

23.19	Each quarter shall not commence until both teams are in a position and the umpires have been advised by the captains and/or acting captain of their readiness to play.

23.20	In the event of any disagreement between the two timekeepers as to the length or variations of the time of any quarter, such dispute in the case of the first or second quarter shall be reported to the field umpire at the half time interval and in the case of the third or fourth quarters, it shall be reported at the conclusion of the game. The field umpire shall note such disagreement in his report to the Association. Such report shall be referred to the next meeting of Directors and in the event of a protest on the result of the match on the ground of an error in keeping, a copy of the report will be made available to the Independent Tribunal.

23.21	Any club may protest the result of a match to the Independent Tribunal on the ground that the result was affected by an error in time keeping. The Tribunal may confirm the result of the match or may award it to the losing club. In the event of the Tribunal awarding the match to the losing club, the total points scored by both teams shall stand and count in the general percentages.

23.22	Where a team forfeits a match, the full match premiership points shall be awarded to the team receiving the forfeit and there will be no adjustment to the points for and against

23.23	Each club shall provide one interchange official and one timekeeper for each game played.


23.24	Each League game shall be of four quarters, each of twenty (20) minutes plus time on.

23.25 	Each reserves match shall consist of four quarters each of twenty (20) minutes duration with no time on added

FORFEITED MATCHES
By-laws 24

24.1	If the match is not able to proceed at any time within the time scheduled for the match, the teams shall depart the arena for twenty (20) minutes.

24.2	If the match is unable to recommence within such twenty (20) minutes period, should the game be terminated before half time, then the result would be declared a draw and each team awarded two premiership points. Their respective scores at the time would count for purposes of percentage.

24.3	If the match has progressed beyond the half time interval and is unable to proceed at any time within the time schedule for the match, the teams shall depart from the arena, or in the case of half time, not return to the arena for twenty (20) minutes. If the match is unable to recommence within such twenty (20) minutes period, then the result would be declared on the basis of scores at half time. This being the first point of the game where all things are deemed to be equal.

24.4	A field umpire shall, having regard to the health and safety of the players and any other relevant circumstances, determines whether a match is unable to commence or proceed. A field umpire must determine that a match is unable to commence or proceed for such time as lightning is present at or within the immediate proximity of the venue where the match is being conducted.

24.5	Where a team is directed to recommence play by a field umpire and the team fails, refused or neglects to recommence play, the team shall be deemed to have forfeited the match, in which case By-law 24.6 applies.

24.6	Where a team forfeits a match, the full match premiership points shall be awarded to the team receiving the forfeit. The team receiving the forfeit shall be credited with average number of points scored against the forfeiting team and debited with the average number of points scored by the forfeiting team to date. The forfeiting team shall be debited with the average number of points scored against it that season by the team receiving the forfeit to the date of the forfeit, and credited with the average number of points it has scores to the date. 

UMPIRES
By-law 25

25.1 	Field umpires shall lodge with the Association Secretary immediately following the match, a report in writing containing the following particulars:

- The time when the match commenced;
- The final scores and such other information as is required on the form of the umpires 
report prescribed for the same;
· Such other remarks and observations as the umpire may think proper to report
· The carrying out of the duties as to reporting players as is required
· Any dispute reported to him regarding the correctness of the time interval of any quarter or the start or finish of any quarter.
· Any instances of players failing the test for head injures/concussion

25.2	Each member club shall nominate their goal umpires for approval by the Committee.  These umpires will be required to record the scores of both teams on the cards provided, and the goal kickers on the back of the cards.  At half time, three quarter breaks and at the end of the game they will confirm with each other that their details of scores are correct to that point in the game
	The umpires will sign their card and hand them to the field umpire for return to the Association Secretary with other match documents.

25.3	The remuneration to be paid to the umpires shall be fixed by the Directors.

25.4	Goal umpires and boundary umpires do not have the power to report.

25.5	Each club will also provide a time keeper who shall have his own time-piece.

FINANCE
By-law 26

26.1	The financial year of the Association shall commence on 1st November and end 30th October in each year, and the football season shall commence upon such date and continue for such a period as the Committee shall from time to time determine

REGISTRATIONS OF RULE OF CLUBS
By-law 27

27.1	 Every club admitted to the Association shall deposit with the Secretary of the Association forthwith upon such admission, copy of the Constitution of such club, and shall also deposit with the Secretary a copy of every amendment thereof certified as aforesaid within 14 days after such amendment has been approved by the Department of Commerce

PLAYER ELIGIBILTY FOR FINALS
By-law 28

28.1	There shall be no qualification (ie: game played) for reserves players for finals, except when a player has played in a higher grade during the season. In this case a player must have played in three (3) games or more in the Reserves grade during the season to be eligible to play a reserves grades final match.
 

28.2	There will be no qualifications when a club has both league and reserves teams in a final round game on the same day.

28.3	A player playing on a Permit either Local Interchange or Match Day, must play three (3) Club games in the season to qualify for finals 




OFFICIAL CLUB RUNNERS/TRAINERS/WATER CARRIERS
By-law 29

29.1	No person who is a registered player or an official of any club who is under disqualification or suspension by his home club shall act as official runner, trainer or water carrier in any competition match in which an AFA affiliated club or Association Representative side is participating.

29.2	Official runners shall wear track suits – lime green pants and green shirt and their sole duties shall be to confer with the player or players of his/her club and to immediately leave the playing arena

29.3	Water carrier will wear long white track pants and white top. Only two from each team are allowed on the ground at any one time and shall be to convey water to the player and to immediately leave the playing arena.

29.3	Water carriers if not dressed in the required uniform must wear the Association supplied water carriers green vest.

29.4	The Trainer will wear a white top and white trousers and his/her sole duty shall be to render medical assistance.

29.5	All personal must wear covered footwear – either boots or shoes.

29.6	The officiating field umpire may upon infringement of By-laws, order the runner, trainer or water carrier of the offending club from the arena for a period of 15 minutes.

29.7	Any infringement of this By-law or other infringement reported by the officiating field umpie shall be referred to the Association’s Independent Tribunal.

PERMIT ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE WAFL
By-law 30

30.1	Players from the Ongerup Football Association who intend to play for an extended period with a WAFL club, at any level ie league, reserves or colts, must be transferred.

30.2	Players from the Ongerup Football Association intending to play for a WAFL reserves or colts team for a limited period are permitted to play on a Match Day Permit.  The number of match Day Permits that can be used is limited to a maximum of four (4) prior to 30 June and a maximum of three (3) after that date. A player from the Ongerup Football Association cannot play with a WAFL league grade side on permit. 

30.3	A player from a WAFL club can only play with an Ongerup Football Association side using the Local Interchange Permit (Type 2) under the following conditions:

· They are returning to play with their original country club, defined as the last country club that cleared them to the WAFL.
· The period of validity of the Permit shall be from the date of the first game they intend to play to a later date but certainly no later than the end of the season.
· Each Local Interchange Permit will expire at the end of the season, and if the player intends to continue playing with both clubs, a new Local Interchange Permit must be applied for in the new season.  There is no limit to the number of years a player can play with both clubs using the Local Interchange Permit.
· The option of a Local Interchange Permit is no longer available to a player should he be granted a Local Interchange Permit to a metropolitan community club. 

30.4 	The use of the Match Day or Local Interchange Permit for interstate players, between Ongerup Football Association and metropolitan community football leagues, or between WACFL clubs is not permitted.

30.5	A player cannot play on a Permit, Local Interchange or Match Day, in the two competitions on the same weekend.  This includes any game which would normally be played on a weekend but is played on a weekday for a celebratory or special purpose.  He will be regarded as ineligible when playing his second game on the weekend.

RACIAL AND RELIGOUS VILIFICATION POLICY
By-law 31	

31.1	No player in his capacity as a player of a club or in the course of carrying out this duties of functions or incidental to, as a player of a club or official, servant or agent of a club (including coaches, runner, trainers or persons entitled to enter the arena during the course of the game or during any break in play in the match) shall act towards or speak to any other person in manner or engage in any other contact which threatens, disparages, vilifies or insults another person on the basis of that person’s colour, descent religious or national or ethnic origin.

31.2	In the event it is alleged that a person has contravened 1 above:

	(a)	an umpire, or person described in 1 or a player may, by 5.00pm on the first working day following the day on which the contravention is alleged to have occurred, lodge a complaint in writing with the Complaints Officer.

	(b) 	All complaints must be lodged through the Club. The Complaints Officer must be notified of any impending complaint by telephone at the earliest

31.3	The Complaints Officer shall:

	(a)	 inform the person alleged to have contravened paragraph 1, of the complaint and 
	provide that person with the opportunity to respond.

	(b) 	Arrange for both parties to come together and take all steps necessary for the complaint 
	to be conciliated

31.4	Where the Complaints Officer is aware that the matter has not been resolved by conciliation, he/she shall:

	(a) 	In the case of a player, report the matter to the League Executive, who shall refer the 
		complaints to the Protests and Disputes Tribunal to be dealt with as a reportable offence 
		under the Law of Australian Football: or 

	(b)	In the case of any other person, refer the complaints to O.F.A. to be dealt with under the
Ongerup Football Association Constitution.

31.5	Where a player alleged to have contravened has previously taken part in a conciliatory session as
a perpetrator, the Complaints Officer, through the League Executive may refer the complaint direct to the Independent Tribunal to deal with as a reportable offences under the Laws of Australian Football or directly to the AFA to deal with under the Constitution in the case of any other person.

31.6	Any conciliation referred to in 26.3, shall be conducted by a suitable person nominated by the OFA, or in the case that person being unwilling or unavailable, then the Committee may appoint another person for that session.

31.7	In the event that a complaint is referred to the Independent Tribunal or the OFA under 31.4, no evidence shall be given to, or accepted by the Tribunal of AFA, relating to anything said or done in the conciliation session carried out pursuant to 31.3

31.8	The Complaints Officer for the purpose of this Policy shall be the appointed by the Committee.

31.9	The Complaints Officer shall ensure that the conciliation of a complaint under 26.3 is completed by the fifth working day following the day on which the incident is alleged to have occurred.

31.10	In the case where the Committee determines to refer the complaint to the Tribunal the matter will be heard at the earliest convenient date

31.11	Any time-limit for the doing of anything referred to in this Policy Statement, may be extended by the OFA if, in their opinion it is fair and equitable to do so

31.12	In the event that a complaint under this Policy Statement is found proven by the Tribunal or where the OFA determines that a person has been found guilty of conduct that is unbecoming or prejudicial to the interest of the League, the following penalties will apply:-

*	First Offence: one week suspension from playing or taking any official part in his/her club activities.
*	Second Offence:-Three weeks suspension from playing or taking any official part in his/her club’s activities
*	Third Offence:-Suspended indefinitely from playing or taking any part in his/her club’s activities, and can only resume playing or taking an active role with his/her club by applying in writing to the Board of Directors

The Club employing, engaging or otherwise associated with the person at the time of to conduct
shall be deemed to be vicariously liable for the conduct of that person, and shall pay to the 
Association a penalty determined by the OFA.

31.13	The penalty outlined in 31.12 does not apply to a contravention by a person of in the opinion of the OFA the club took all reasonable steps to prevent employed, engaged or otherwise associated with the Club from engaging in the conduct which contravened the vilification policy.

31.14	No legal representation will be allowed for any party in any of the processes as outlined

31.15	Clubs will be advised if any persons from their Club are part of the Racial and Religious vilification process conducted by OFA.

AFFILIATION RESPONSIBILITIES
By-law 32

32.1  	The Ongerup Football Association is required to provide the WACFL with the following documentation:

32.1.1 	A copy of the Association’s Constitution and details of any amendments thereto with 14 days of approval by the Commissioner. 

32.1.2 	A copy of the Association’s By-Laws and details of any amendments thereto with 14 days of approval by the Board of Directors. 

32.1.3 	A copy of the Association’s Financial Report that has been submitted and accepted at each Annual General Meeting.

32.2	The Association is required to ensure that the Association and its clubs abide by the WACFL’s brand document regarding the use of WACFL logos in general and on footballs and apparel.

32.3	The Association is required to participate in the WACFL shared insurance with JLT Sport; and is strongly urged to upgrade the JLT coverage for Paraplegia and Quadraplegia events to the maximum coverage amount. 
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