GASCOYNE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
BY-LAWS
1. Transfers
a) Transfers are administered by the Association. Clubs DO NOT administer     transfers.

b) Transfer from the Gascoyne Football Association procedure;
i) The player requiring a transfer, of the Association to which a transfer 
is requested, lodges the completed application for a transfer form with the 
Gascoyne Football Association Authorised Officer.
ii) The application is numbered, stamped and recorded in the Association register.

iii) The executive officer forwards the application to the Secretary of the Association/League from which the transfer is requested.
iv) The Association from which the player is transferring is required to complete the Application for a Transfer form and forward it to the Secretary of the new Association within 14 days of being recorded in the Association register. Failure to complete the process in the time allowed permits the new Association to claim the player.
c) Rules set down by the West Australian Country Football League shall apply        with respect to refusal to approve transfer applications.
d) The reverse of this procedure applies to players transferring to the Gascoyne Football Association.
e) Any Senior player who has played football with an Affiliated Club at any time must obtain a transfer from the Club and League/Association with which he last played before playing with his new Club. Any Senior player not having played during the previous 24 calendar months shall receive an automatic transfer provided that he is not under disqualification or bound by contract to his former Club, this transfer may be granted at any time during the season. Whilst the transfer is automatic the proper transfer forms must be completed and presented.
f) No player shall be eligible for transfer from one Club to another whilst his current registration is under suspension.
g) Notwithstanding all or any of the above By-laws, a player who transfers from another State to Western Australia, may  make application from that State to the Club with which he wishes to play for on Interstate Form 2 as provided by the WAFL Rules. On lodgement of the application the player may play immediately on condition that he is not under suspension, not under contract and is not indebted to his previous Club. If a player who has left Western Australia to play in another State and who subsequently returns to Western Australia shall be required to obtain a transfer from the last Club with which he played before leaving Western Australia, if he is financially indebted to them before playing for any other Club, as well as an Interstate Form 2.
2. Player Registration


All Senior players playing in the Gascoyne Football Association must be a registered player with an affiliated Club of the GFA. All new Senior players must have their Registration forms to the Secretary of the GFA by 12pm Friday preceding the first game for a player. A late fee of $50.00 per registration may be paid up until 15 minutes prior to the scheduled start time for the match in which a player wants to play. Colts and Nippers players must  complete a registration form each season due to the parent/guardian consent having to be completed. 

3. Signing of Forms for Players under 18 years of age
Any official GFA form (e.g. Permit, Registration or Transfer forms) signed by a player under 18 years of age must be counter-signed by their Parent/Legal Guardian. If the form is not counter-signed that player will be ineligible to play within the GFA.

4.  
Team Books

Official Team Sheets for Senior games are to be completed and returned to the Match Day Marshal a minimum of fifteen (15) minutes prior to the scheduled start time of game. The sheets are to be correctly filled in with the Players name as per his registration form (no nicknames) and Guernsey number. Any Colt playing in a Senior game and placed on Team Sheet must have proof of consent from Parent/Legal Guardian. Failure to adhere to this By-law will result in a fine of Fifty ($50.00) Dollars
5. Team Officials

 Team Officials must be in correct uniform. Same coloured shirts appropriately      marked, i.e. Runner, Trainer or Water to enter field of play. Failure to have appropriate uniform will incur a fine of Twenty ($20.00) per incident. All Team Officials who are entitled to be in Team dugout are to wear fully enclosed footwear. Failure to comply the Official will be ordered from the Playing arena.

6.   Team Uniforms
All Senior and Colts players are to wear correct Team uniforms i.e. Playing jumper, Shorts and Socks of the same colour and design as designated by their Club. A fine of Twenty ($20.00) Dollars per item shall apply if incorrectly attired.
7. Umpire Reports
Reports by Umpires shall follow the format set out on the Umpires Report form and        include the rule on which the report is based.

8. Send Off Rule.

The Send Off rule shall be the GFA Committee approved and sanctioned by the WACFL. The rules being for,
     Yellow Card

     Player sent off for 15 minutes and can go back onto field of play.

     Player cannot be substituted for 10 minutes.
     Red Card

     Player sent off for remainder of play and cannot return to field of play.

     Player cannot be substituted for 10 minutes.

9. Penalties
The Protests and Disputes Board shall be instructed by the GFA Committee that the penalty for a Player, Club Official or Spectator found guilty of;

a. Threatening or verbally abusing an Association Umpire or Official shall be a disqualification and ban of not less than three (3) matches for his/her Club or Representative team of the Association and for spectators from attending any fixture or function of the Association for a minimum of three (3) weeks.
b. The penalty for manhandling an Association Umpire or Official in ANY way shall be disqualification and ban of the guilty Player, Club Official or Spectator for a period of up to Ten (10) years and the penalty for striking an Association Umpire or Official shall be a minimum of Ten (10) years from playing Australian Rules Football and the ban may also include a ban from attending any fixture or function held under the authority of the Gascoyne Football Association.
c. All Umpires and Officials have the full protection of the Association, on and off the field, from Annual General Meeting to Annual General Meeting. A player or supporter violating such protection may be disqualified and banned at any time during the year.

10.  Indisposed Umpire
Should an Umpire become indisposed during a match the remaining Umpire shall   take full control of the game and be totally responsible for any decision necessary during the remainder of the game.

11. Payment of fines
Fines shall be imposed as per the fines list approved by the GFA Committee and   shall be paid within Seven (7) days of Invoice. Fines not paid within the prescribed time may be grounds for the GFA Committee to suspend or expel a defaulting Club or Player until such time as the fines are paid in full.

12. Eligibility for Colts
a. Any person wishing to play Colts football MUST be under Seventeen (17) years of age as at 1st January in the year of the competition.
b. Colts teams may comprise of up 22 players

13. Qualifying for Finals

To qualify for Colts and Seniors final a player MUST have participated as a player in three (3) matches for his Club prior to conclusion of the Minor Premiership rounds during that season.
14. Blood Rule
The “Blood Rule” of the Western Australian Country Football League shall be invoked by the match Umpires.

15. First Aid Officers and Sports Trainers

Each Club at the time of lodging their Team Book/Sheet for a Colts and or Seniors match is to identify, by name, the currently certificated First Aid Officer and or Sports Trainer on the bench with the team for the match

16. GFA Meeting Attendance
Club’s Representative who do not attend GFA Meetings shall be fined Fifty ($50.00) Dollars with a Fifty ($50.00) Dollar increment for any subsequent non-attendance unless 24 hours notice is given to the Secretary of the GFA. Exmouth are to be represented by telephone.

17. Canteen

Clubs who do not carry out canteen duties as per the roster will attract a fine of Five   Hundred ($500.00) Dollars and if prior notice is not given to the GFA by the THURSDAY 5PM a further Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollar fine shall be applicable. Notice is required by the GFA to make alternative arrangements to ensure the public have canteen facilities available.
18. New Club Affiliation By-law
Any new Club wishing to affiliate with the Gascoyne Football Association is required to follow these protocols;

1. The Club must be properly constituted with a working committee consisting of an Executive of President, Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer and at least three (3) other committee members.

2. The Club must hold monthly meetings prior to GFA meetings and must table their Minutes and Financial report at the GFA meeting.

3. The Club in the first year of affiliation with the GFA would be required to operate a Nippers team only and to pay an affiliation fee to the GFA of Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($250.00) as well as a bond of Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($250.00)

4. All coaching personnel must hold a current Working with Children qualification.

5. Head Coach must have a minimum of a Level 1 Coaching Qualification

6. Match day Trainer must have a minimum qualification of a Senior First Aid Certificate.

7.  In the second year of affiliation the Club must operate a Nippers and Colts team. with an affiliation fee to the Association of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) and a Bond of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00)

8. The Club shall not register registered Nippers or Colts players from any other Affiliated Club within the Gascoyne Football Association for two (2) years.
9. In the third year the Club is to pay full affiliation fee at that time and a Bond of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) and operate a Senior, Colts and Nipper teams within the GFA and all Coaching and Training  personnel holding the proper qualifications 

10. The Club is to adhere to the Constitution and By-laws of the Gascoyne Football Association.

When any new Club affiliates with the Gascoyne Football Association there will be put in place a moratorium on intraclub transfers of Senior players within the Association to the new Club for a period of Two (2) years.

19. Forfeit Requirements

a) Notification of Forfeiting Team
Any Club that is going to forfeit a fixtured game within the GFA, that Clubs President or Secretary shall notify either the President or the Secretary of the GFA initially by phone at earliest opportunity then by E-mail or letter to reach GFA President or Secretary at least one (1) hour prior to scheduled start time of fixtured game.

b) Notification of Opposition Team

If forfeit is declared prior to midnight on the day prior to a fixtured game the opposition team will only be required to submit a filled in Team Sheet to the GFA.

If the forfeit is declared on the day of a fixtured game the opposition team must take to the field as per normal and fill in a Team Sheet and submit it to the GFA. The exception being that if the GFA are notified at least Five (5) hours prior to schedule start time of match then the opposing team is only required to submit a completed Team Sheet prior to the schedule start time.

20. New Club restrictions

No new Club can enter a Colts or  Seniors team into the Gascoyne Football Association if any of the existing Clubs are struggling with Player numbers.
