Club Umpire & Timekeeper Roles and Responsibilities
The following are the guidelines required to be implemented by each club before the commencement of a club appointed umpire can officiate at TAFL sanctioned game in the 16’s, Reserves and First grade competitions.

The clubs will draw from the pool of umpires that have completed a basic course conducted by or for TAFL or any other accredited AFL competition. And the names are recorded with the club and TAFL.

The club will provide to the field & boundary umpire the correct uniform, whistle and any necessary paperwork required for the role.

The clubs will supply to the Goal umpire at least 3 white flags as well as the score cards.

The clubs will appoint a timekeeper for each game and will supply to the timekeeper a time card, a form to record players and officials sent from the field including time  and  as well as a score card.
FIELD UMPIRE
The club field umpire when advised he /she will be officiating at a game will arrive at least 30 minutes before the game and after getting changed into the correct uniform will check equipment as supplied is appropriate i.e.  Football, equipment for the game,
The umpire will at a time worked out with the coach about 10 to 15 minutes before starting time introduce themselves with the other umpires to the coaches of each team.
The club umpire will play the game with due regard to the spirit of the laws, and will report any infringements as required.

19.3 REPORTING PROCEDURE 
19.3.1 Reports during Match 
(a) Where an Umpire reports a Player or Official during the course of a Match, the Umpire shall use his or her best endeavours to inform the Player or Official of the report: 
(i) at the time of the incident; 
(ii) before the commencement of the next quarter; or 
(iii)  where the incident occurs in the final quarter, after the completion of the Match. 
(b) The Umpire shall use his or her best endeavours to inform the person against whom a Reportable Offence has been committed of the report (if applicable). 
(c) An Umpire may inform the captain, acting captain or Official of a Team of a report where it is impracticable to inform the Player or Official who has been reported. 
(d) Apart from informing a Player or Official of the report, an Umpire shall not speak with the reported Player or Official or any other Player or Official about the report which has been made. 

19.3.2 Completing Notice of Report 
(a) During the Match or after the completion of the Match, the Umpire shall complete a notice of report in the form prescribed by the Controlling Body.
(b) Each Controlling Body shall adopt rules which prescribe the procedures for the lodgement and notification of notices of report.

Tamworth AFL By-Laws

5.8.2
Order off Laws

The AFL (NSW/ACT) Order off Laws shall be applied in all TAFL matches. i.e.


A player who is reported by a field umpire or field umpires for a breach of the laws of the game shall be ordered from the field for a period of fifteen minutes.

A player who is reported by a field umpire or field umpires for a breach of the laws of the game twice in the same match for separate incidents, or who is reported for a serious breach, shall be ordered from the field for the remainder of the match.

Serious breaches are defined as where a player or official;

· Unduly interferes with, or assaults, or uses threatening language to an umpire or behaves in a threatening manner to an umpire.

· Assaults another player or official

· Intentionally kicks or attempts to kick an opponent or official

· Is guilty of a serious act of misconduct

A field umpire shall signal that a player has been ordered off by pointing to the interchange area. The field umpire is to indicate to the Timekeeper the period that a player has been ordered off.

In all instances, a player ordered off shall leave the playing area immediately through the interchange area.  In the case of a fifteen minute send-off, the Time Keeper shall indicate when the player is permitted to resume playing. 

For the purposes of this rule, a fifteen minute send-off will result in the player concerned remaining off the field for a flat period of fifteen minutes excluding breaks between quarters.  e.g. a player sent off five minutes before half time would be permitted to resume playing ten minutes after the third quarter commenced. 

At the discretion of the field umpire a player may be ordered from the field for a period of ten minutes for any verbal obscenity judged by an umpire to be audible at the field boundary. This player may be re-placed. The Time Keeper shall indicate when the player is permitted to resume playing.

TAFL Prescribed penalty
In accordance with the current procedure, the player/club may elect to use the prescribed penalty system.

The Prescribed penalty system is attached.

The club umpire may seek assistance from any of the senior umpires the director of umpiring and any TAFL executive committee member if in doubt.
The club field umpires will also complete the umpires match report. The Best and Fairest Vote slips and seal in envelope supplied. Both forms will be handed to 1st grade senior umpire for dealing.

BOUNDARY UMPIRE
The club boundary umpires will report to the field umpire 30 minutes before the game, he will be required to be in uniform white shorts and shirt.
The boundary umpire will ensure that he/she has a whistle (club supplied).

The boundary umpires with the other umpires will in conjunction with the filed umpire meet the teams and be in position to start the game at the appointed time.

The boundary umpire if reporting a player will need to advise the field umpire ASAP of the report and follow the field umpires advice.

GOAL UMPIRE
The club goal umpires will arrive 30 minutes before the game and arrange from the ground manager the following items.
Goal scoring card and pencil (pen).

White flags (3)

He will meet with field umpire and boundary umpire perform any pre-match function and be in position to commence the game on time.

At the completion of each quarter will confer with the other goal umpire and confirm the result for each quarter.
If the score is correct signal the score board attendant if applicable that the score is correct.

If the score is incorrect, suggested procedure
RECORDING OF SCORES BY GOAL UMPIRES

RECORD PROGRESSIVELY

Record the scores progressively, that is, 1, 2, 3, rather than 1 1 1.

CONFER EACH QUARTER

At the end of each quarter, the goal umpires confer to check each has the same score. If the scores are not the same, the goal umpires discuss the situation during the break and try to resolve the matter.
As a guide, there are general rules for resolving different scores:

1. It is often the goal umpire at the non-scoring end who has the accurate score as he has not been under pressure to make decisions.

2. It is easier to ‘forget’ to record a score than it is to add a score in error. Therefore, the umpire with the extra score is usually correct.

3. Check with the timekeeper.

4. If there is a scoreboard, check the scoreboard. The goal umpire with the same score as the scoreboard is usually correct as the other umpire may have made a mistake.

If unable to confirm a score then the matter must be reported to the League.

CLUB TIMEKEEPERS
The timekeeper should advise the field umpire ASAP that his /she is in attendance at the ground.

The timekeeper will ensure that the following equipment is available for use.

Time keeper form
Goal score card
Stop watch or time clock.

Suitable siren
The Club timekeeper is responsible for the following.

Record the commencement and finish of each quarter.

Record Goals and behinds scored during each quarter.

Record the number and club of any player sent from the field and if for swearing, or report, 
The time the player left the field and the time the player returned to the field.
At the completion of the game 

Confer with Goal umpires to confirm scores.

Confer with field umpire re players send offs.

Hand paperwork to field umpire /ground manager at the completion of game.

