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1967—First Premiership
in 21 years

Tocumwal finally broke through for its first premiership in
21 years in 1967 with the following reports from the Tocumwal
Guardian describing the ultimate achievement:

“Tocumwal won their first premiership in 21 years on Satur-
day when a team effort carried them to a 21-point victory
over Cobram.

It was the third successive grand final in which Tocumwal
had competed. In 1965 they were defeated by Berrigan and last
year went down to Deniliquin.

Saturday'’s effort was really excellent as the side had suf-
fered a loss to Cobram in the second semi-final at Numurkah.
However this proved a “blessing in disguise” as the week's
break appeared to take toll of the Tigers late in the game.

The win was a personal triumph to coach Don Whitten who
had done everything but win a premiership since coming to
Tocumwal in 1964. However he now has the record of winning a
premiership with the two country clubs he has coached. (He led
Casterton to a premiership during a two-year term several
seasons back).

The side’s form over the last six weeks had not been the
best, although only losing to Cobram in the second semi.
However the team did not combine well in their win against
Berrigan and it was left to individual players to carry the side
through. But Saturday’s match saw a welcome return to form by
the side, in the last half especially. Inspired by brilliant
leadership from their coach, and intelligent ruck work by Lance
Lane, the entire team lifted to such an extent they finished all
over the Tigers in the last quarter.

Cobram wilted badly under the pressure and pace applied
so frequently by the red and white players. Although they led by
five points at the long interval, it appeared five minutes prior to
half time when the red and whites kicked two quick goals, that
the Tigers were starting to feel the strain.

A brilliant third quarter by Tocumwal defenders laid the
foundations for the win when they held Cobram to 1-4 with the
aid of the breeze. The red and white defenders continually boxed
play up on the defensive wing. When they did go goalward in this
term Toc were able to put on 1-3 and so go into the final term six
points in arrears.

The swap of Jim Cullen (to full forward) and Jeff Beasley (to
forward flank) reaped great benefit in the last term when they
kicked four of the side’s six goals for the term.

Gaining much drive from the rucks and centre line, Toc
were able to continually attack in the last quarter to gain a com-
fortable lead. The Tigers fought back well as they replied on
both occasions to two of Toc’s early goals. However they could
notcontinue as the red and whites sensed victory and all players
rose to the occasion in blanketting the Tiger stars.

Coach Don Whitten led his side in brilliant fashion. While
frequently making positional changes, he was able to concen-
trate on his own game and atthe same time produce his best. He
marked courageously on many occasions and when playing
loose in defence halted many of the Tiger moves.

His greatest support came from Toc’s “Polly Farmer”,
Lance Lane who brushed aside all of the opposing ruckman,
frequently taking the ball in the ruck and handballing to team-
mates in an effort to open up the game. Aided by Stewart Scott
and Graeme Sebastian, these players controlled the rucks and
S0 gained the side a lot of drive.

The selectors made one change to the side that defeated
Berrigan in the preliminary final. Peter Glanvill returned to the
side on the forward flank, while Hugh Bondarenko returned to
the reserves’ bench. The side lined up as follows:

Backs: Terry Hewitt, John Dagger, Stewart Scott
Half Backs: Graeme Johnson, Peter Lawlor, John Glanvill
Centres: Cyril Baldwin, Julian Vise, Ivan Bryan
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Half Forwards: Peter Glanvill, Colin Morris, Jim Cullen
Forwards: Don Whitten, Jeff Beasley, Peter Haley
Rucks: Lance Lane and Graeme Sebastian
Rover: John Jones

Reserves: Hugh Bondarenko and Des Watt

The Cobram side lined up as follows:

Backs: Nunan, Ratcliffe, Gordon

Half Backs: West, McIntosh, McCaw

Centres: Ryan, Stuart, White

Half Forwards: Brennan, Gemmill, Walsh
Forwards: Bennett, Jones, J. White

Rucks: Barrington, Ennals

Rover: Wilson

Reserves: Paterson, Taylor

It was Terry Hewitt's 100th game with the red and whites
and he was given the honour of leading the team out.

Itwas alsc Don Whitten’s birthday and it did not appear to
be his lucky day when he lost the toss to Cobram coach and
captain Brian Walsh, who elected to take advantage of the
breeze favouring the northern goal.

Mecintosh put Cobram well forward from the bounce and
the ball was carried through for the opening point. Play was for-
ced around the boundary until Walsh and Ennals returned to J.
White for Cobram'’s first goal. Bryan and Lane attempted to put
the red and whites in attack but the move was turned. Johnson,
Whitten, P. Glanvill were in play and a free to Beasley looked
promising but he was off target for Toc's first score — a
behind. Scottand Jones turned Cobram moves and Lawlor and
the Glanvill brothers were also in Toc play before a free to J.
White sent Cobram to the full forward position where Jones went
high to mark 15 yards out but his shot was a poor one and only
one flag came up. The same player repeated the score soon
after. Dagger’s kick in went out of bounds and the free went to
Brennan who passed to Jones almost on the boundary and his
shot went across goal where Walsh marked and made no mis-
take. Cobram, with the advantage of the wind were having the
best of play buttheir scores were hard earned. Quite a few frees
went Cobram’s way as play became more rugged and the
umpires even at this early stage were called to stop players from
fighting. A free to Ennals sent Cobram forward on their next
scoring move and Jones marked well but his kick was off target
for a single. Bennett returned the kick-in for White to add
another point. Sebastian, Whitten, Scott, Baldwin and Morris
were in play to P. Glanvill but the move went out. Bryan and
Jones were in the next move forward for Toc but again P. Glan-
vill’s kick was off the side of his boot. Tocumwal were still hand-
ing out frees with reckless abandon and their defence was
working overtime with Peter Lawlor showing out and being well
supported by Terry Hewitt. Bennett posted Cobram'’s sixth point
for the quarter and a try by Brennan was saved by Dagger.
However the umpire called for the ball in the goal square and
Gemmill received a free on the bounce and brought up Cob-
ram'’s third goal. Scores at the first change;

COBRAM 3-6

TOCUMWAL 0-1

Jones and Wilson were in play for a Cobram point to start
the second term, the ball coming off the hands of the pack. J.
Glanvill, Baldwin, P. Glanvill sent Toc forward for Lane to mark
well but his shot was off line for a point. Cobram found Toc
players out of position when a series of passes took the ball
straight upfield but a free to Sebastian saved and Lawlor
cleared. Vise and Cullen were in play for the red and whites and
afree to Laneresulted in Toc's firstgoal. Cobram quickly replied
with Ryan and Gemmill to Walsh for the maximum from a free.
Tempers exploded into punches as further heavy clashes were
witnessed. J. Glanvill, Vise and Whitten were in a move forward
buta free saved for Cobram. The Tigers were again able to take
play forward and Wilson had an open goal but only a point
resulted. Whitten and Morris sent Toc to the goal square and the
red and whites second goal was scored by Sebastian from the
pack. Cobram tried to come back with a score but Hewitt was in
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the way and Whitten to Lane brought another point. Hewitt was
again in the way of a Cobram move and for a time play see-
sawed between the back lines. Bryan, Haley, P. Glanvill and
Baldwin were in a move and Cullen marked well but his try went
out. A free to Ennals but Toc came back and Ratcliffe saved a
shot by Lane and play went out near the goal. A free to Scott
gave the red and whites a badly needed major. Toc came back
into the game when Bryan, Haley, Jones and Baldwin sent for-
ward and after a ball up a snap pass by Lane to Whitten brought
the fourth goal. At half time the scoreboard read:

COBRAM 4-8

TOCUMWAL 4-3

Tocumwal were down five points at the start of the. third
quarter in which Cobram again had the advantage of the breeze.
However the red and whites were able to hold the Tigers in this
term, Cobram adding 1-4 to Tocumwal's 1-3.

Walsh and Wilson took the Tigers forward and a pointcame
from a pack. Stuart and Gemmill then forwarded but Walsh was
offline for a point. Bennettreturned the kick in for another single
and play was held up while a broken flag was replaced. Bennett
sent play forward and Gemmill kicked across ‘the, goal and
Barrington marked on an acute angle and passed to Ennals but
apoint was the result. Toc backmen were under pressure for a
time, Hewitt finally clearing and Baldwin and Haley sent forward
where Beasley missed an opportunity before a free to Sebastian
gave the red and whites a single. Whitten to Cullen brought
another point before Cobram took play forward and Dagger
saved. Bryan, Cullen and Morris again forwarded for Toc and a
few punches were thrown before a free to Morris for a behind. P.
Glanvill returned the kick in and Cullen went high to mark and
goal to level the scores. Lane and Whitten kept Toc in attack and
in exciting play forward Bryan kicked across the goal. Cobram
cleared and Walsh and Gemmill took play forward where Hewitt
was in the way. Walsh tried desperately to place the Tigers on
the offensive but Vise, Dagger, Sebastian and Lawior came into

1966 FIRST EIGHTEEN — Back: Gordon Bryan (trainer), Hugh Bondarenko,

play for the red and whites. In the last minute of the quarter
Wilson placed Bennett in possession in the goal square to give
Cobram a six points advantage at the last change. Scores:

COBRAM 5-12

TOCUMWAL 5-6

Johnson forwarded for Toc and Whitten flagged a point.
Whitten returned the kick in but Ennals saved. Bryan and
Baldwin kept Toc forward and a free to Cullen resulfed in the
goal to give them the first advantage on the day. However this
was short lived as White sent well forward and the ball rolled
through an unguarded goal. Whitten then placed Toc in attack
but Ratcliffe saved. Vise and Whitten to Lane brought a point.
Toc were now coming out on top. Stuart twice returned moves
and Mcintosh was in the way of another before Lane sentin and
Whitten marked well and capped this with a badly needed goal.
Ennals stopped the next move but Scott hit Beasley with a well
directed pass and a long kick again raised the two flags. Walsh
again made a desperate effort to come back but Hewitt and
Whitten turned the moves before Stuart forwarded and a free to
Bennett for a Cobram major. Toc immediately replied with
Baldwin forwarding for Cullen to goal. Whitten, Beasley, Lane to
Jones broughta poirt. Vise raised one flag and then marked the
kick-in and goaled. Cobram came back and Gemmill and Ben-
nett to Taylor only brought a single. The last score of the game
came when Lane handballed to Beasley for Toc’s eleventh goal.
Final scores:

TOCUMWAL 11-10

COBRAM 7-13

Best, Tocumwal: Lane, Whitten, Scott, Vise, Sebastian,
Hewitt and Cullen.

Cobram: Mcintosh, Bennett, McCaw, Jones and Walsh.

Goals, Tocumwal: Cullen 3, Beasley 2, Whitten 2, Lane,
Sebastian, Vise and Scott.

Cobram: Walsh 2, Bennett 2, J. White, Gemmill and
Patterson.

R : =

Jim Cullen, Eddy Varley, Stewart Scott, Keith

Thompson, Graeme Sebastian, Neville Vise, Lindsay McPherson, Peter Lawlor, Sid Organ (trainer); Middle: John Glanvill, Jeff
Beasley, Ken Baldwin, Don Whitten (capt. coach), Leo Porra (President), Lance Lane, Noel Pender, Ivan Bryan, Terry Heuwitt;
Front: John Jones, Julian Vise, Cibby Baldwin, Colin Morris; Mascots: Russell Whitten, Neil Thompson.
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ORIGIN OF THE PREMIERSHIP

— Tocumwal Guardian, September 21, 1967

“Now that the jubilation and celebrations are over and it has
been written in the record book — winners of 1967 Murray
League premiership, Tocumwal, the story behind this greatsuc-
cess can be recounted.

Tocumwal won their lastgrand final in the Murray League in
1946, 21 years ago and the club has figured in eightgrand finals
in the period that followed, but grand final victories have
been elusive.

From 1946 to 1956 Tocumwal continued to be a force in the
League making the final four on five occasions. Then came a
long period in the wilderness of the football world. The club
failed to make the final four again until 1965.

This period was not without its bright spots. In 1951 Jack
Stein won the best and fairest player in the League. In 1953
Frank Scanlon was the winner of this coveted award and in 1965
that great stalwart Jim Cullen took out this highly prized
trophy.

The club had the individual champions of the League, but it
was still the premiership the club sought.

About 1963 the Tocumwal Football Club committee began
to think towards a long term plan and organised accordingly.
Under the driving force of President Col McCulloch, definite
steps were taken to set the plan in motion.

The first move was to acquire a top line coach, and with this
in mind, the committee appointed Don Whitten as coach in
1964. The club also sought to retain the services of previous
coach Lance Lane as Whitten’s deputy. An intense recruiting
drive was undertaken and such players as Julian Vise, Lindsay
McPherson, Stuart Scott, Col Morris and Des Watt were
obtained and blended with local players of old, Jim Cullen,
Graeme Sebastian, John Jones, Ivan Bryan and others, the
club began to improve.

Under the virile Presidency of Leo Porra, the committee
kept working and organising towards their ambition, and in
1965 Tocumwal biazed their way into the top echelon of the
League and went within an ace of winning the coveted pre-
miership. Bad luck dogged the locals the next year when they
again contested the final.

Not to be denied, 1967 was Tocumwal’s great year.

The winning of a Murray League flag is more than just vic-
tory on that day for the team. Itis a great victory for the town, the
ccommittee and every registered player for the club. Itis an hon-
our not easily achieved and all credit must go to those who
worked and sacrificed so much for so long to achieve it.

“How to Win a Premiership” could almost be a copyright
for the committeemen and supporters of the Tocumwal Club.
They knew how to do it. They set about doing it — and they
did.

The place that football plays in the community life of a
country town should never be underestimated. It plays many
parts in the life of a community from the provision of entertain-
ment to the solution of juvenile and adolescent recreation and
leisure and as a character builder and moulder of future
citizens, it is unrivalled.

All peoples of the town and district are undoubtedly proud
of the achievements of the Tocumwal Football Club for their
leadership, not only in sport, but as a community asset”.
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MURRAY LEAGUE

The club has had a great deal of input into Murray League
affairs since the League’s formation in 1931.

Bill Betts was Murray League'’s first Secretary.

In recent years Col McCulloch was a long serving Vice-
President of the League, while Alan Jones has been a League
Vice-President for the past ten years.

Jim Cullen has been involved with Murray League teams
for over a decade, coaching Murray League in the early 1980's
and then being Chairman of selectors in the late 1980’s and
1990.

Don Whitten was a highly successful Murray League
coach, taking the team to the Country Championship final in
1972

In the 1980's Greg Thompson has served as League
publicity officer, while Bruce Reid was appointed Treasurer
in 1989.

JIM CULLEN — as well as being a Tocumwal stalwart, ha:
been a fine contributor to Murray League. He represented
the League as a player and coached the inter-league side; he
is currently chairman of selectors and a club director.

* * * * *

The club adopted a theme song in 1975 courtesy of Jim
Piner. The song is sung to the tune of “On The Road to
Gundagai”:

The words are:

“Are we good, are we good

Are we any bloody good,

We are the boys from Tocumwal.
From the backs to the forwards
We're always going goalwards
To bring the four points home.
And to all our supporters

Who follow us around

We'll be the premiers

And wear the Murray crown.

Are we good, are we good

Are we any bloody good

We are the boys from Tocumwal”.
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1967 First Eighteen Premiers

TOCUMWAL'S last senior premiership side in 1967: Back, Keith Thompson (trainer), Jim Cullen, Graham Johnson,
Stewart Scctt, Graeme Sebastian, Colin Morris, Jeff Beasley, John Dagger, Peter Lawlor; Middle: Sid Organ
(trainer), Julian Vise, Cibby Baldwin, Don Whitten (capt. coach), Lance Lane (ass. coach), John Glanvill, Hugh Bon-
darenko, Peter Glanvill, Gordon Bryan (trainer); Front: John Jones, Ivan Bryan, Terry Hewitt, Peter Haley, Des
Watt, Gerald Lawlor (trainer); Mascots: Russell Whitten, Neil Thompson.
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