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THE NEWMAN NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE INC

BY-LAWS

INDEPENDENT TRIBUNAL

By-Law 1
1.1
The League shall appoint a Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and at least three (3) others prior to the commencement of the season to act as the Independent Tribunal. No more than three (3) persons can sit on the board at any one time. The League President or in his absence the Vice President will act in the capacity of usher under the control of the Chairperson and may not comment at any time. Any report or charge against a player or official will be heard at a suitable time prior to the next fixture at the discretion of the Chairperson. This board shall exercise the following functions and all decisions given by the Board shall be final subject to the right of re-hearing and re-opening contained in By-Law 1.1.3
1.1.1

Hear and determine all protests, disputes, expulsions, disqualifications 
and charges against players, officials and clubs. As well as all other 
matters which the League may from time to time refer to the Tribunal.

1.1.2

Impose such disqualifications and inflict such fines and other penalties 
as the Tribunal shall think fit in the cases brought before this Tribunal.

1.1.3

Re-open and re-hear any case previously dealt with if the Tribunal in 
its discretion shall consider such a re-hearing to be justified. Any 
application to re-hear or re-open shall be before the same members 
who originally dealt with the matter in question and must be lodged 
within forty-eight (48) hours of the original hearing. A decision to 
rehear or not must be provided by the Chairman within seventy two 
(72) hours.

1.2
Every decision of this Tribunal shall be reported to the League in writing and shall be received without comment. A report of the same shall be kept by the Secretary.

JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS

By-Law 2

2.1
In all judicial proceedings taken before the Independent Tribunal under these rules, the following provision shall apply:

2.1.1 
Any club making any protest or charge against another club or player, 
or reporting any infringement of these rules or the laws of the game, 
shall forward particulars in writing to the Secretary together with a fee 
of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) within forty eight (48) hours of 
the time the complaint occurred. The said sum of two hundred and fifty 
dollars ($250) shall be forfeited to the League if it be decided that the 
complaint so made was frivolous, vexatious or groundless. But the 
same shall be refunded to the club making the complaint if such 
complaint is upheld.

2.1.2

Any club lodging a complaint shall give notice thereof together with a 
true copy of the particulars supplied to the League Secretary, to the 
Secretary of the club whose club or player has been complained 
against, within forty-eight (48) hours of the complaint occurring.

2.1.3

Any club intending to prefer a charge against a player for a breach of 
the laws of the game, shall inform the Captain, Secretary or the 
player’s club representative on the Committee of their intention to do 
so within forty-eight (48) hours of the completion of the game. 

2.1.4

Any player who fails to meet his obligations to represent the League or 
misconducts himself while representing the League shall appear before 
the Tribunal if reported by the team manager. The team manager is not 
required to lodge the prescribed two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) 
with the report.

2.1.5

An umpire preferring a charge against a player, official or club for any 
offence in addition to the offences prescribed under the laws of the 
Australian game of Football must do so within the time and in the 
manner prescribed above except that such umpire shall not be required 
to deposit the fee of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) therein 
mentioned, and also the umpire must before leaving the ground upon 
which the match took place, inform the Captain or Secretary or League 
Representative of his club of their intention to prefer such charge.

2.1.6

The Secretary shall in all cases satisfy him/herself that all the 
provisions of this By-law have been complied with before submitting 
the complaint to the Independent Tribunal as the case may be.

2.1.7

When any complaint shall require the evidence of an umpire in any 

case before the Independent Tribunal, such umpire shall be paid any 

necessary traveling expenses, but the Independent Tribunal may make 

any order as to payment of the whole of the costs of the inquiry.

2.1.8

The Independent Tribunal and the parties concerned in any enquiry 
may summon any person whose evidence may be material to appear 
and give such evidence. If such person does not appear when 
summoned or refuses to answer any question in the course of the 
enquiry without a satisfactory reason for such failure to appear or 
refusal to answer, then if such a person be a player or in any way 
subject to the control of the League, they shall be liable to 
disqualification, fine or other penalty as the Committee or the Tribunal 
hearing the complaint may determine.

2.1.9


Clubs and players concerned in any matter before the Tribunal shall be 

entitled to appear, and be represented providing such representative 

shall not be a legal practitioner.

2.1.10
If any party to any matter before the said Tribunal shall fail to appear 

at the hearing thereof after due notice of such hearing has been duly 

sent to such party in accordance with these by-laws then the Tribunal 

may proceed with the hearing and deal finally with the matter, 


notwithstanding the absence of such party.

2.2
Any report or charge against a player or official shall be heard within six (6) days of the report being lodged and a decision reached at that hearing.

2.3
Any written evidence submitted to the Tribunal by any player or official must be endorsed by the President of the Club involved. 
2.4
The WAFC has issued a document “Standard Tribunal Guidelines and Penalties for Community Football” and this should be referred to for information and guidance.
RACIAL AND RELIGIOUS VILIFICATION

By-Law 3

3.1
The League has adopted a Racial and Religious Vilification Policy.

3.2
All member Clubs must display a copy of this Policy, and will be held vicariously liable for the conduct any person employed, engaging or otherwise associated with that Club who is found guilty of any such offence.

3.3
Such member Club will not be held liable if it can be shown that that Club took all reasonable steps to prevent any such person from engaging in any conduct that contravened the Policy.

REGISTRATION OF CLUB OFFICIALS

By-Law 4

4.1
Each club must provide the League Secretary with a full list of club officials and their contact details prior to the commencement of each season.

COLOURS

By-Law 5

5.1
Representative teams to play in colours at the discretion of the League.

5.2
The Secretary shall keep a registration file on the colour and design of each club’s playing Uniform. All clubs shall supply the Secretary with a colour photograph of their playing uniform (front and back) including shorts. A uniform shall deem to be Guernsey, shorts and socks. The registration of such colours, uniform and design shall give that club exclusive rights to such colours, uniform and design as against any other club attempting to register same.
5.3
Any Club desiring to vary or alter its colours, uniform or design shall first apply for and obtain the permission of the League to make such variation or alterations and when approved the same shall be registered by the Secretary.

5.4 Every Club upon admission to the League shall apply for and obtain permission of the League to use the colours, uniform and design under which the club proposed to play and the same when approved by the League shall be registered by the Secretary.

5.5 All uniforms must conform to the WACFL Branding policy
LEAGUE MATCHES AND ELIGIBILITY OF PLAYERS
By Law 6
6.1
The League shall appoint a Coach, Manager and Officials for all representative games. The Manager so appointed shall have power to report players on breaches under By-Law 2.1.4

6.2   Pre-season, Carnival and Inter Town Football games are not considered as qualifying games for suspension purposes.

QUALIFICATIONS OF COACHES

By Law 7
7.1
It is a requirement that all coaches of all grades be accredited to at least AFL Specific Level 1 by 30 June in their first year of appointment.

7.2
If the coach is not accredited by 30th June he is not permitted to continue coaching. The penalty being the loss of 4 premiership points for every game he continues to coach. 
7.3
If a coach is reported and subsequently found guilty, a report including the coach’s name, date and details of the incident and penalty handed down must be advised to the Manager Club Development and Coaching, WAFC as soon as possible.  These coaches may receive a citation with the possibility of having their accreditation cancelled.

CLEARANCES

By-Law 8
8.1
All applications for clearance will be dealt with in accordance with the rules set forth by the Australian Football League, West Australian Football Commission and the West Australian Country Football League.

8.2
No application for an outward clearance will be dealt with unless lodged with the Registrar on or after the 1 February and on or before 4.00 p.m. on the 30 June each year.

8.3
Any player who is registered with a designated affiliated Club at any time in a designated affiliated competition who subsequently desires to play for another Club, either in the same competition or another designated affiliated competition, shall be required to obtain a transfer from his present Club, before being eligible to be registered by his new Club. Any application for a transfer submitted by a player under the age of 18 years must be counter signed by his parent/guardian before it is accepted.

8.4
A player under suspension shall be eligible to transfer to another club but cannot transfer from his new club until 28 days after the period of suspension has been completed.
8.5
Any player not having played during the previous 24 calendar months is entitled to a “free” transfer.  The necessary paperwork and actions must still be completed but his former club cannot refuse to approve the application. 

8.6
A player who gives false information on an "Application for Transfer" or on a "Permit Form" shall be liable to suspension and/or disqualification as determined by the League and any application granted as a result of such false information shall be void.

8.7
If an application for a clearance is not returned to the incoming League/Association within six (6) business days (excluding Saturdays and Sundays but including public holidays) of having been lodged with the outgoing League/Association, then such transfer shall be granted and the Sporting Pulse system will automatically approve the application.
8.8
A player having lodged an "Application for Transfer" cannot lodge a second application until the first application has been answered.
8.9
A player’s former club can refuse the transfer within the six (6) business days by notifying their refusal of the application via the Sporting Pulse system.  A refusal can only occur where the club can substantiate that the player:

(a) is a contract player and/or


(b) is indebted to the club and/or

(c) is in possession of club property (eg jumper) that needs to be returned.

In these cases, a Club refusing to transfer the player must provide evidence in the form of the completed “Player Transfer Refusal Form” upon request to its controlling body within three (3) business days of the request in order to substantiate the claim.  Failure to provide such evidence will result in the controlling body re-opening and approving the transfer. 

8.10
The transfer can also be refused when the player wishes to withdraw his application.  Clubs can only submit this as a reason to refuse where the player has signed the Player Withdrawal of Transfer form.  This completed form must be provided to their controlling body within six (6) business days from the date of which the transfer application was lodged.  Failure to provide this form within the required period will result in the controlling body reactivating the application and approving the transfer.
8.11
A player who’s "Application for Transfer" is refused by a Club from which he is seeking such Transfer, may lodge a second or subsequent application immediately the transferee registrar has been advised that the previous application has been refused.

8.12
Where a Club plays a player who is in breach of these rules such Club shall be liable to lose premiership points gained and to such further penalties as the League shall determine.
8.13
For percentage purposes, a Club playing an ineligible player will be credited with “no score” and debited with the total score of the opposition.  The side receiving the premiership points will be credited and debited with the full time scores as registered by the official goal umpires.

8.14
The registrar of the League shall not refuse to endorse an application for transfer which has been approved by the club except if the player making the application is under suspension, is financially encumbered to the League or under 18 years of age and does not have the supporting signature of his parent/guardian.

8.15
The destination club seeking the transfer must keep the original application signed by the player making it and produce it upon request by an official of the existing and/or intending League/Association by no later 5.00pm on the next business day following such request. Such original application is to be kept until at least the end of the first season to which the player seeks application to join the new affiliated body. 

QUALIFICATION/REGISTRATION OF PLAYERS

By-Law 9
9.1
The League Registrar shall keep a register of all persons to whom Permits have been granted. All applications for Permits must be made on the prescribed form supplied by the League. 
9.2
In accordance with the Sporting Pulse process, it is not possible to “roll over” all current players to the following year.  Each player who intends to play again in the new season must re-register himself on-line before being permitted to play.
9.3
For any new player who is not registered with any affiliated club in any affiliated League/Association within Australia and who desires to become a playing member of any club affiliated with the League must complete the personal registration process in Sporting Pulse and await acceptance of his registration before being eligible to play. This registration must be carried out and reach the Club Registrar by 12.00pm on the Saturday preceding any game in which the player intends to play his first game.
9.4
Should a player transfer from one club to another, he must complete the registration process on-line as soon as he has been advised that his transfer has been approved before he is eligible to play for the club to which he has transferred.
9.5
Any female who desires to play with a club in the Newman National Football League shall submit her application for a Permit to Play to the League Secretary.  To be eligible for consideration, she must be or have been a player with a team in the women’s association at State level. Approval will be granted to a limit of one female in each team in the Newman National Football League. 

9.6
Once approved, the application for a Permit will be returned to the applicant for self-registration in Sportingpulse in the normal manner.
9.7 
Any WACFL player or official who accumulates a combined total sixteen (16) weeks in their career shall be automatically deregistered and not allowed further registration with the same or another League throughout Australia. An exception to this rule is for players who have had suspensions while playing in the AFL competition.  Their suspension periods will be halved eg if his suspension period total six (6) weeks, then the carry-over for the purposes of the deregulation will be three (3) weeks.

9.8
Once a player/official has accumulated a suspension history of ten (10) weeks or more, the League Secretary must advise the player/official and their club in 


writing that the player/official faces the risk of automatic deregistration should the player/official incur further suspension(s) that results in him/her reaching or exceeding the sixteen (16) weeks total suspension history.
9.9
Should the player receive sixteen (16) weeks suspension as a “first offence” it shall be at the discretion of the League Management Committee as to whether or not that player will be deregistered following his/her suspension.

9.10 
The WACFL shall be notified in writing of all decisions to deregister a player/official by the player/official’s club.  A data base of deregistered players/officials will be kept by the WACFL.

9.11
Clubs are to ensure that before a Player's Permit Form for any player under the age of eighteen (18) is completed, this form must be countersigned by a parent/guardian, before any junior player plays in a League game.
DUAL REGISTRATION
By Law 10
10.1
Fly in – Fly out Employment

10.1.1
Employees located in country locations on a “fly in-fly out” basis will 
be permitted to play with a club in the district of their temporary 
residence without the need to obtain a clearance from their original 
club.

10.1.2
These players, on producing a certificate from their employer 
certifying that they are employed on a “fly in-fly out” arrangement and 
a copy of their work schedule, can be registered with a club in this 
League in addition to their primary club. A copy of his registration must be provided to the player’s original League.

NOTE: Leagues and players must be aware that dual registered players 
whose primary club is affiliated with the WA Amateur Football League will invalidate their qualifications for registration with that League if they accept match payment fees whilst playing with their secondary club.
10.1.3
Any player who desires to become a dual registered playing member of any club affiliated with the League, shall lodge an application with the Registrar for a permit to play for the duration of the season with the following information:
NNFL Registration Form

Dual Registration Form 

10.1.4
Any player who gives false information to the NNFL shall be suspended for a minimum of 4 qualifying games or as applied by the League and will be ineligible to play for dual registered club for the duration of the suspension. The player will not be eligible for NNFL awards. 
10.1.5
These players will be eligible to play in final round matches in both 
competitions providing they satisfy the qualifying number of games in 
each League.

10.1.6
A player may play in only one affiliated league/association on any one 
weekend. In addition, players can play with their secondary club only 
on those weekends they are in their temporary location.
10.1.7
Furthermore, should the employment of the “fly in-fly out” 
arrangement cease, the dual registration will also cease, and the player 
if remaining at his temporary location must seek a clearance from his 
original club before being permitted to continue playing with their 
secondary club. Such application can be made at any time during the 
season.

10.1.8
Should the player still be employed on a “fly in-fly out” basis but 

desires to transfer to another club in the NNFL, or to another 
League/Association to which he may be transferred in his “fly in – fly 
out” employment, he must have his Local Interchange Permit Type 2 with his current club cancelled and seek to have a new Permit Type 2 approved to his new intending club. 

10.1.9
Should a player be reported and suspended in either of his dual League 
competitions a report including date of the incident, details of his 
offence and length of suspension must be forwarded to his other dual 
League.  That player will not be eligible to play in either competition 
until such time as the full period of his suspension has expired.

10.2
HIGH SCHOOL, TAFE, AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE MURESK AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
10.2.1
Students living away from home attending a high school, TAFE, 
Agriculture College Muresk or University must be transferred before being eligible to play with a club at their temporary location.
10.2.2
Players who have been transferred to play with a club at their temporary location during the past 24 months, may return to play with their original home club at any time during the season using the Match Day Permit. In the case of a player registered with a metropolitan community league club, he may only be granted a Match Day permit to play with his original home club during recognised semester breaks.  However, in all cases, he can only play in one affiliated League/Association on any one weekend.
10.2.3
Junior players ie those under 17 years of age and in the metropolitan area attending a boarding school and who play in a metropolitan under age district competition, may return to play with their original home club at any time during the season using a Match Day Permit.  In all cases, he can only play in the one affiliated League/Association on any one weekend.
10.2.4
If the student desires to transfer to another club in the League/Association in which he is temporarily residing or if he transfers to another location to continue his studies, he must obtain a transfer from his registered club in the normal manner before being permitted to play with any new club.
10.2.5
Provided they play the required number of qualifying games, they will be permitted to play in final round matches in both Leagues/Associations.
TRANSFER FEES

By Law 11
11.1 No WACFL Club shall offer, pay, demand or receive a transfer fee for a player transferring between two WACFL Clubs.
11.2 In the event of a WACFL Club or Clubs being found in breach of this rule, the matter shall be referred to the WACFL Executive for adjudication and if necessary, penalty.
11.3 Furthermore, no payment shall be made for playing or registering a player.  Any club of officials found guilty of this offence will be subject to any penalty to be imposed by the Committee. 
DEFAULT OF CLUBS AND PLAYERS

By-Law 12
12.1
If any club shall fail to pay an annual subscription call, fine or other payment for which such club is liable under these rules within the time prescribed for payment of the same, such club shall lose its representation in the League until it shall have made such payment.

12.2
If any player in a club shall play or attempt to play in any other club in Western Australia, (whether such club be a member of the League or not), and either for one match or more without first having obtained a clearance allowing him to do so, such player shall be liable to disqualification by the League.

12.3
Any club which plays a player who is ineligible to play with such a club or who is disqualified from playing under these By-laws shall forfeit the match in which such player takes part in addition to any other penalty to which such club may be liable under these rules. 

12.3.1
Any club losing the match, and being in default under this rule, shall be 
liable to have points deleted from the premiership table in addition to 
any other penalty the League Executive sees fit to impose.

12.3.2
Where a team forfeits a match under By-law 12.3 the full match 
premiership points shall be awarded to the team receiving the forfeit. 
The team receiving the forfeit shall be credited and debited with the 
full time scores of both sides as recorded by the goal umpires as usual.  
The team forfeiting the match will be credited with “no points scored” 
and debited with the total score of their opposition.

12.4
Any club expelled from the League in accordance with Rule 8.4 shall lose and forfeit to the League all interest and benefit of such club in the League and the funds and property of the League as from the date of such expulsion.

12.5
A club or player shall be deemed to be in default if a FINE has NOT been paid within fourteen (14) days of written notice from the Secretary.

12.6
Notice to clubs and players from the League shall be deemed to have been given from the time of posting by the Secretary.
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

By-Law 13
13.1
The League may by resolution from time to time declare any acts or omissions by clubs and players not specifically mentioned in these By-laws and may also declare the penalty for any such offences; provided always that no such penalty shall be imposed until a circular setting forth the offences so declared and the penalties for the same shall have been first sent to every club.

13.2
A fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) may be imposed in respect of any offences committed under these rules in cases where no specific fine or penalty is prescribed.

SIGNING OF FORMS BY PLAYERS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE

By-Law 14
14.1
Any official forms (eg. permit, registration or clearance form) signed by a player under the age of eighteen (18) years will not be considered valid unless it is counter-signed by his parent or legal guardian.

RED/YELLOW CARD PROCEDURE

By-Law 15
15.1
Any player order off through a “Red” card shall be reported and is not allowed to return to the playing field for his game.  He cannot be replaced until 15 minutes of actual playing time has elapsed.

15.2
A player ordered off with a “Yellow” card must remain off the playing field for fifteen minutes of actual playing time. He can be replaced immediately. He may also be reported.

15.3
A player ordered off with a “Yellow” card for the second time in the one match, can be replaced immediately, but cannot return to the playing field. For a player to be sent from the ground twice, that player must be reported on both occasions by the field umpire.  

15.4
Player/s ordered from the ground must leave the ground through the interchange area.

15.5
The timekeepers are to record on the form provided the quarter and time of the “ORDER OFF”, the Club and the number of the player/s ordered off.

15.6
The player/s ordered off MUST be instructed by his/their club runner or club official to clearly show his Guernsey number to the timekeepers.

15.7
Timekeepers to be stationed reasonably close to the interchange area if possible.
15.8
In the event of a player failing or refusing to leave the field when ordered off, he shall be reported for misconduct.  The player/s captain or deputy shall be advised by the umpire that his team shall forfeit the match unless the player leaves the field immediately.  If the player still refuses to leave the field, his team shall forfeit the match.

REPORTED PLAYERS

By-Law 16
16.1
The Field Umpire appointed by the League is the only official eligible to report players and/or officials on match day. If the field umpire believes the offence is of a most serious nature, he shall:-


16.1.1
Notify the League Official on the day of the match.


16.1.2
Notify the League Official in writing on the Umpires Match Report 



that a Tribunal hearing is requested.

16.2
If the reported player is not required to appear before a Tribunal Hearing, he shall be required to plead guilty or not guilty to his Club President, Club Delegate or a Club Official.

16.3
The Club President, Delegate or Delegated Official MUST notify the League Official by 7pm on the Monday following the match of the player’s plea.  MOST IMPORTANT as failure to notify the League Official by the designated time will automatically indicate a plea of Not Guilty.

16.4
If the player pleads guilty he shall receive the automatic penalty as prescribed in the Standard Tribunal Guidelines for Community Football as issued by the WAFC.
16.5
If the player/s plea is NOT GUILTY, the player MUST appear before the Protests and Disputes Tribunal.

16.5 
By-law 2.1.1 continues to apply for complaints or charges to be laid by Clubs against opposing Clubs or players.

16.6
Any player found guilty of an offence in the Laws of the Game is ineligible to win any Fairest and Best medals or awards during qualifying matches for that particular season.
MATCHES

By-Law 17
17.1
No club in the League shall play any match without the sanction of the League.

17.2
No club shall forfeit any match or abstain from playing any match without first obtaining the permission of the League.
17.3
The minimum number of players before an official game can commence is 14. Should players be injured or sent from the field on a red card violation, and the number of players is reduced below 14, the match will still continue.

17.4 
 Teams in the NNFL will play with a maximum of 16 players on-field plus 4 interchange players. In the event that one side does not have sufficient numbers, both teams should consider the loaning/borrowing of players to avoid unnecessary forfeits. Play should commence with equal number of players from both sides on the field to provide a more even and competitive match.  Loaned players should be recorded on their own registered club’s team sheet marked with an asterisk to identify them.  All players are eligible to receive Umpire Fairest and Best votes and goals scored.
17.5
All personnel participating in duties for the conducting of any match, shall be dressed in a manner decided by the League before entering the playing arena. A fine shall be imposed for failure to comply; unless the League Committee is satisfied the failure was unavoidable.

17.6
All club personnel participating on match day are not permitted to smoke whilst on the playing arena.

17.7
All games will commence at 6.45pm unless other arrangements have been made by at least Wednesday before the schedule match; and quarters will be of 17 minutes duration with no time on. The first and third quarter breaks will be of 3 minutes duration and the half time duration shall be 10 minutes. At all matches played a bell or siren shall be rung and the game shall be started at the scheduled time for the commencement of the game and the bell or siren shall be again rung at the proper time for the termination of the match.

17.7.1 Provided that the previous match is completed, the Captains of both teams may ask the umpire to start the match earlier than the prescribed time if they are both agreeable to earlier starting.

17.7.2
If any club shall not be ready to start to play within 15 minutes after 

the time fixed for the commencement of the game or to recommence 

play within 30 minutes after the conclusion of the second quarter, such 

club shall forfeit the match unless the League shall be satisfied that the 

delay was unavoidable or the League may at its discretion, impose a 

penalty for late starting.
17.8

League to provide the match ball.

17.9

In the qualifying matches, each club will play against each of the other clubs 
as many matches as the program will permit. Four points shall be counted for 
a win and two points for a draw. In the event of any club gaining the same 
number of points at the conclusion of the qualifying rounds the positions of 
such clubs shall be determined by the proportion of points kicked for and 
against.

17.10

Each Club must provide a goal umpire, and a timekeeper/interchange steward.  Each club must also have a boundary umpire available in cases of emergency. The boundary umpire must wear a white top and closed footwear and the goal umpire must wear closed in footwear and attire as provided by the League.
17.11
Each club must also nominate two members who can be used as field umpires in emergencies.  They will not be required to umpire their own club games.
17.12
Prior to the game commencing an inspection of the playing field and facilities 
must be undertaken to ensure that conditions are safe for playing.  A Match 
Day Check List must be completed and signed.

17.13
The Clubs roster by the League will be responsible for the goal post padding 
and ground marking and ensure safety of the playing arena and change rooms.

17.14
Each Club shall complete an Official team Sheet listing the correct names of 
each player representing the club on the field, plus the team runner/s, trainers 
and water carriers.  No other persons are permitted on the playing field during 
play.

17.15
Where a match result is altered by protest or dispute, the team winning the 
protest or dispute is to be awarded full premiership points.  Points for and 
against in such a match to be recorded as usual.

17.16
At the conclusion of each game, each club is responsible for ensuring that the 
Official Team Sheets correctly completed with scores and goal scourers, 
together with the goal umpire card, time keeper cards and Summary of 
Red/Yellow Card infringements are provided to the League Official.

17.17
There shall be no drawn matches in final matches, including the Grand Final.  
In the event of scores being level at the elapsed time, the timekeepers shall 
sound the siren.

17.17.1
The goal umpires shall consult with each other as to the correct score 
and confirm to the field umpires that the scores are level and signal to 
the timekeepers that the scores are correct. In the event that goal 
umpires are unable to confirm the correct scores, they shall consult 
with the timekeepers to confirm the correct score.

17.17.2
On receiving confirmation that the scores are level, the field umpires 
shall advise both captains that two additional 5-minute periods shall be 
played.  In the first additional period, teams shall kick to the opposite 
end to which they kicked in the final quarter.

17.17.3
The interval between reaching confirmation of a tied score and the 
commencement of the first period of additional time shall be six 
minutes.  Coaches shall be permitted to address teams during this 
period and other club staff entitled to be on the arena at intervals may 
also attend their teams.

17.17.4
Timekeepers shall sound the sirens in accordance with the normal start 
of each quarter:

· Two minutes prior to the official start time………….3 sirens

· One minute prior to the official start time……………2 sirens

· Official start time…………………………………….1 siren.

17.17.5
At the conclusion of the first period of additional time, teams shall 
immediately change ends.  Coaches and other club staff shall not be 
permitted to enter the arena at this time.
17.17.6 
In the event of the scores being level after the two periods, additional 
two by 5-minute periods shall be played until a winner is determined.  
The aforementioned procedures will apply with the exception that 
teams shall change ends immediately upon confirmation from the goal 
umpires that additional periods are to be played and coaches and club 
staff shall not be permitted to enter the arena.

17.18
The final round shall consist of two (2) matches to be played between the three 
(3) clubs leading at the conclusion of the qualifying matches.  The draw of 
such final rounds shall be as follows:

Semi final – The second placed team shall meet the third placed team.. .

Grand Final – The winner of the semi final shall meet the first placed team..

17.19
At the conclusion of the season the position of the clubs shall be determined as

i) The winner of the Grand Final shall be placed first

ii) The loser of the Grand Final shall be placed second.

iii) The loser of the semi final shall be placed third

iv) The remaining club shall be placed fourth.
17.20
Qualifying games

Players must have played Three (3) games to qualify to play in the NNFL finals; players who have transferred within the NNFL between clubs must have played Three (3) qualifying games in total.

17.21
200 games

NNFL Players that have played 200 League games qualify for Life Membership to be presented by the NNFL. Clubs are required to submit records to the NNFL committee for those players eligible for approval.
FORFEITED MATCHES

By-Law 18
18.1
If the match is not able to proceed at any time within the time scheduled for the match, the teams shall depart the arena for ten (10) minutes.

18.2
If the match is unable to recommence within such ten (10) minutes period, should the game be terminated before half time, then the result would be declared a draw and each team awarded two premiership points.  Their respective scores at the time would count for purposes of percentage.

18.3
If the match has progressed beyond the half time interval and is unable to proceed at any time within the time schedule for the match, the teams shall depart from the arena, or in the case of half time, not return to the arena for ten (10) minutes.  If the match is unable to recommence within such ten (10) minutes period, should the game be terminated after half time, then the result would be declared on the basis of scores at half time.  This being the first point of the game where all things are deemed to be equal. 

18.4
A field umpire shall, having regard to the health and safety of the players and any other relevant circumstances, determines whether a match is unable to commence or proceed.  A field umpire must determine that a match is unable to commence or proceed for such time as lightning is present at or within the immediate proximity of the venue where the match is being conducted.

18.5
Where a team is directed to recommence play by a field umpire and the team fails, refused or neglects to recommence play, the team shall be deemed to have forfeited the match, in which case By-law 18.6 applies.

18.6
Where a team forfeits a match, the full match premiership points shall be awarded to the team receiving the forfeit.  The team receiving the forfeit shall be credited with the average number of points scored against the forfeiting team and debited with the average number of points scored by the forfeiting team to date.  The forfeiting team shall be debited with the average number of points scored against it that season by the team receiving the forfeit to the date of the forfeit, and credited with the average number of points it has scored to that date.

UMPIRES

By-Law 19
19.1
The League shall appoint an Umpires Advisor at the Annual General Meeting who shall be responsible for the organization, training and management of the umpires.  He will be responsible to the Committee for maintaining a high standard in all regards for umpires and in particular shall:

19.1.1
Appoint and control all Umpires for matches played under the 
jurisdiction of the League.

19.1.2
Maintain a register of all Umpires.
19.2
The coach of any team may submit a written report to the Umpires’ Advisor on the performance of the umpires in a game in which his team competed. 

19.4
Each club shall be responsible for the attendance of a representative at the door of the Umpires Room at the termination of the match to ascertain if there are any reports. In the event of the umpire intimating an intention to report a player or players, the representative shall retire for a period of 15 minutes to permit the umpires to prepare their report.

19.5.1 Field umpires shall report to the League Official forthwith any infringement of these rules or the Laws of the Game committed by any club player, or official of a club within or without the oval on the day of the match.

19.6
If an emergency umpire is available he must be attired in the official umpire’s uniform and be positioned by the league official bench.  He must be named on both official team sheets.

PERSONNEL ON PLAYING AREANA

By-Law 20
20.1 
There shall be no restrictions on who goes on the oval providing there is a responsible person with Field Umpires to escort them off the ground.

20.2
The number of personnel allowed on the playing arena in other circumstances between quarters shall be voted on from time to time by the League Committee.

AGREEMENT WITH OTHER LEAGUES

By-Law 21
21.1
The League may from time to time by resolution enter into any contract, agreement or other arrangement with any other League or Association formed for the purpose of encouraging the Australian Game of Football and may by resolution cancel or determine any such contract, agreement or other arrangement.
INTERCHANGE PLAYERS

By-Law 22
22.1 In addition to the maximum of 16 players on the playing area, each League team is permitted four players who shall be allowed to take part in the match as Interchangeable Reserves.
22.2 A section will be marked by two flags or lines, not more than  nine (9) metres apart and will be as close to the mid-point between the coaches’ boxes as possible. All players, except in the case of injury, will be changed through these points. If a player is injured and unable to make his way to the flagged section, he may leave the field anywhere but may take no further part in the game. No player shall enter the playing area until the player he is replacing has crossed the boundary line.

22.3 Any player entering the playing arena other than through the interchange area shall be removed from the game on instruction from a league official and not be permitted to take any further part in the game.  The Field Umpire must be advised at the first opportunity.

OFFICIAL CLUB RUNNERS/TRAINERS/WATER CARRIERS

By-Law 23
23.1 No person who is a registered player or an official of any club who is under disqualification or suspension by the League or his home club shall act as official runner, trainer, or water carrier in any competition match or any other match in which a League affiliated club or Representative side is participating.
23.2 Official runner/s shall wear the lime green fluro top with the word “runner” clearly stencilled on the back and closed in footwear and their sole duties shall be to confer with the player or players of his/her club and to immediately leave the playing arena.


23.2.1
The team runner may enter and leave the playing area at any point.

23.3
The trainer will wear a lime green fluro top and with the word “trainer”, and 
closed in footwear and his duty shall be to render medical assistance or 
provide water.

23.4
The officiating field umpire may upon infringement of the By-law, order the 
runner, trainer or water carrier of the offending club from the arena for a 
period of 15 minutes as per Red/Yellow card procedures. (By-laws 16)

23.5
Any infringement of this By-law or other infringement reported by the 
officiating field umpire shall be referred to the League’s Independent Tribunal.
RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE WACFL

By-Law 24

24.1
The League is required to provide the WACFL with a copy of the League’s Constitution and each update thereafter within 14 days of approval by the Commissioner.

24.2
The League is required to provide the WACFL with a copy of the League’s By-laws and an update within 14 days of approval of amendments by the Management Committee.

24.3
A copy of the Financial Report which is submitted and accepted at the Annual General Meeting is to be forwarded to the WACFL.

24.4
The Newman National Football League will abide by the conditions and requirements of the WACFL Brand policy.
PRE SEASON CUP COMPETITION
By-Law 25
The rules governing the Pre-Season cup will be issued to each club prior to the commencement of the pre season cup games.

25.1
The rules for the Pre Season Cup are to be played under the Constitution and 
WACFL and AFL Laws.
25.2
If a club plays an ineligible player during the Pre-Season Cup a $200.00 fine 
will be incurred against the offending club per game played, the player will 
not be eligible for any Pre Season awards and the player will not be able to take any further part of the Pre-Season Cup. The League will apply player and club penalties as are considered appropriate.
25.3
Clubs that bring the Pre-Season football competition into disrepute will be 
penalised up to $500.00 by the committee.
(1) Each Club can play as many players as they want in the Pre-Season Cup.
(2) Any player under suspension from the season prior will be eligible to play in the Pre-Season Cup. Any previous year’s suspension will take place during Premiership season in the next year.
	Newman National Football League Inc

	Fine Structure

	FINES ARISING FROM GAMES
	BY-LAWS 
	AMOUNT

	Ineligible player – Winning Team
	8.11

8.12
12.3
	Loss of 4 points, no score, points awarded to opposing team
$200 Fine

	Ineligible player – Losing team
	8.11

8.12

12.3
	 No score, 
Penalty $200 Fine

	Incorrect player, runner, boundary, trainers, water person attire, per person
	17.5
17.10
23.2
	$50 per person

	Team officials - smoking on grounds during game
	17.6
	$100

	Late Start by Offending Team(s)
	17.7.2
	$500

	Failure to provide goal umpire, boundary umpire and official scorer, fine per position
	17.10
	$200

	No goal and post padding installed by rostered club
	17.13
	$500

	Registered players -  name not on team sheet, immediately removed from game
	17.14
	$200

	Runner, Trainer, Water person, Boundary umpires Goal umpires name omitted from team sheet, before they take to the field of play
	17.14
	$50

	Forfeiting a schedule game
(Fine can be appealed and reviewed by committee)
	17.2
	$250

	SCORE
	
	 

	Team Interchange Stewards failure to complete team sheet on conclusion of game, provide goal kickers and list all persons on teams sheet
	17.16
	$150


	Newman National Football League Inc

	Fine Structure

	FINES ARISING FROM GAMES
	BY-LAWS 
	AMOUNT

	MEETINGS
	
	 

	None attendance at committee meetings - duration of season
	Const:9.1.1/9.4
	$250

	None attendance at a special meeting/emergency meeting
	Const:9/15.6
	$500

	GENERAL
	 
	 

	Failure to submit list of club office bearers commencement of each season
	4.1
	$100

	Failure to mark the ground as per instructions
	17.12
	$500

	Making a false or misleading statement
	13
	To be applied by the Committee

	Teams involved in Melee
	
	$1000 Fine, $250 paid within 7 days, with $500 Suspended for 12 months from date of report 

	Bringing the game into disrepute
	WACFL:20   

      
	To be applied by the Committee, not to excess $500.00

	Unauthorised media statement
	WACFL:20

14
	To be applied by Committee

	Conduct unbecoming
	WACFL:20
	To be applied by Committee

	PRE SEASON CUP COMPETITION
	 
	 

	Unregistered player penalty
	24
	Not to take any further part of the Pre Season Cup, not eligible for awards. Penalties to be applied by Committee

	Club penalty for playing an unregistered player
	24.2
	$200.00 per game

	Bring the game into disrepute, player, club, coach or official
	24.3
	To be applied by the Committee, not to excess $500.00


Revised by: Barry Butterworth (0499 187 128)
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