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INTRODUCTION 

The Eyre Peninsula Regional Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy Stage II 
complements the Port Lincoln Recreation and Sport Strategy (1999) and deals specifically 
with the needs of rural communities. 

The Eyre Peninsula is unique in that it is covers a large geographic area, has a relatively 
small and widely distributed population, and injects a significant amount of money into 
South Australia's economy. Given these factors a key strategy to ensure the ongoing success 
of the Eyre Peninsula is to maintain lifestyle services such as health! education and 
recreation, sport and open space. Strategies and actions outlined below are intended to 
ensure that recreation, sport and open space opportunities remain relevant to the needs of 
the Eyre Peninsula community in the short medium and long term. 

The methodology used to prepare the Strat~gyn:!sulted in Clseries of stClndal()ne documents, 
Whicl1colnplemeIlt each other. Recommended Strategies and Actions build on the Status 
Report and the individual reports on each "mini project", which together comprise the Eyre 
Peninsula Regional Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy - Stage II. 

Strategies and Actions recommended below are cross referenced with other parts of the 
Report. 

Status Report 

The Status Report details the study objectives! and summarises the methodology, and 
presents a regional overview which provides a general context within which the Eyre 
Peninsula Regional Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy has been prepared. A series 
of issues which affect recreation and sport and open space across the region are discussed! 
and 27 "mini projects" are identified. 

From a list of 27 "mini projects", five were chosen by the Steering Committee which included 
representatives of each local government authority, the Eyre Peninsula Local Government 
Association, the Office for Recreation and Sport and Planning SA. In selecting the"mini 
projects" the following criteria were used: 

• Projects to preferably involve substantial local community participation. 
• Projects to address a range of recreation, sport and open space issues. 
• Projects to be geographically distributed across the Eyre Peninsula. 
• Projects to be able to be implemented in a relatively short time frame. 
• Projects to achievable within the predetermined budget. 
• Projects to be relatively easily replicated in other locations. 

Eyre Trail Feasibility 

This mini project investigates the feasibility of establishing the "Eyre Trail" around the Eyre 
Peninsula coast, incorporating a series of"drive and ..... " trails for activities such as fishing, 
boating, surfing, diving, walking and sailboarding. 

Recreation and Sport Facility Standards 

A model of recreation and sport facility provision on the Eyre Peninsula is proposed as a 
suggested framework. It offers local communities with a benchmark as to what is a 
reasonable level of facilities in different size communities. 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy Phillip Gray & Associates 
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Eyre Granite Parkway Feasibility 

A preliminary assessment of the potential to establish the "Eyre Granite Parkway", 
encompassing granite rock formations in the area Koongawa and Minnipa, has been 
prepared. The Eyre Granite Parkway will incorporate self directed drive and 
walk/mountain bike trails, providing scenic outlooks and interpretation of the rock 
formations and native flora and fauna. It is expected to be a valuable tourism product in an 
area generally devoid of major tourist attractions. 

Structure ofSport - Discussion Paper 

The purpose of this Discussion Paper is to review the boundaries of sports competitions, 
particularly football and netball, and consider alternative structures to traditional horne and 
away competitions, and the potential impact on local communities. The Discussion Paper 
was presented to a Forum of stakeholders, and an Action Plan formulated to address sports 
competition boundaries in the long term. 

Talia Ca yes Management Plan 

A Management Plan was prepared for Talia Caves using the resources of the local 
community, supported by the Project Consultant. It is expected that a template will evolve 
which can be used to prepare other management plans without the involvement of 
consultants. 

Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy Phillip Gray & Associates 
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STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

Five major strategic themes, which underpin all other specific strategies are recommended: 

• Develop active communities, and increase participation in recreation and sport 
activities by all sectors, particularly people with low participation levels or special 
recreation needs. 

• Equitably distribute recreation, sport and open space resources to all sectors within 
the community. 

• Develop and maintain strong and viable sports infrastructure, including facilities, 
competitions, events, tournaments, volunteers, and sports development programs. 

• Rationalise and, where appropriate, upgrade recreation and sport facilities to ensure 
cost effective and efficient facilities and to maintain a basic level of community 
infrastructure. 

• Capitalise upon the natural environment as an economic, tourism, and recreation and 
sport resource by promoting the coast for fishing, surfing, boating, diving and other 
aquatic based outdoor recreation activities, and inland parks and natural attractions 
for eco tourism, outback tourism and nature based tourism opportunities. 

Implementation of these strategic themes and the specific strategies and actions detailed in 
the following section will require a combined effort from a range of government, community 
and private organisations. Key organisations, and their broad responsibilities are: 

Local Government 

It has primary responsibility to plan, coordinate and facilitate the ongoing provision of 
recreation, sport and open space programs, services and facilities. Whilst Local Government 
provides funds for the development of programs, services and facilities, it is not the major 
funding source in rural communities. Individual Councils will lobby and advocate for 
additional services within its local community, and collectively through the Local 
Government Association has a powerful voice at the State Government level to ensure that 
adequate and appropriate programs, services and facilities are provided throughout the Eyre 
Peninsula. 

State Government 

On the Eyre Peninsula a number of state government agencies have a role to ensure 
adequate programs, services and facilities are available. In general, State Government has 
primary responsibility for funding and providing support to service providers, as well as 
direct provision of programs, services and facilities. The role of each agency varies 
substantially, for example the Office for Recreation and Sport has more of a funding and 
support role, whereas National Parks and Wildlife (SA) have a direct provider role. 

Local Community Organisations 

Community groups include recreation and sporting clubs and associations and community 
action groups (such as Progress Associations, Coastcare, and "Friends of ..." groups). On the 
Eyre Peninsula, community organisations are primarily responsible for direct provision of 
programs, services and facilities. As such they are often responsible for providing the major 
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proportion of funds, for developing and managing facilities and conducting programs and 
services. 

State Recreation and Sporting Associations 

To date very few State Recreation and Sporting Associations have had direct involvement in 
ensuring adequate recreation and sport programs, services and facilities are available on the 
Eyre Peninsula. Whilst they have a primary responsibility to provide leadership and 
support to affiliated local clubs and associations, only a handful of State Associations have 
made more than a token effort. Greater involvement of these State Associations is required 
to improve the quality of recreation and sport opportunities on the Eyre Peninsula. 

Commercial Sector 

By definition the commercial sector will be involved in direct provision of programs, services 
and facilities which provide a return on investment. To increase the involvement of the 
private sector, and attract private investment, opportunities for joint ventures between the 
commercial sector and other stakeholders can be initiated. 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy Phillip Gray & Associates 
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OPEN SPACE 

Strategies Actions Responsibili ty Priority 

Prepare coastal management plan for the whole Continue implementation of GAB 1000 West Coast Strategy LGA's High 
of the Eyre Peninsula, to complement the GAB State Govt 
1000 West Coast Strategy 
[refer Status Report 3.1.2] Establish Coastal Management Group comprising LGA's Medium 

representatives of Commonwealth, State and local State Govt 
Government and community stakeholders 

Prepare a detailed inventory of coastal sites and amenities Coastal Mgmt Medium 
Group 

Prepare brief for Coastal Management Plan Coastal Mgmt Medium 
Group 

Obtain funding Coastal Mgmt Medium 
Group 

Reduce environmental degradation of open Identify sites which are heavily used by visitors and/ or being LGA's High 
space by managing visitor use and by degraded due to inappropriate visitor behaviour 
providing appropriate amenities 
[refer Status Report 3.1.2] Prepare management plans for each site, with priority given Medium 

to sites with significant environmental degradation 
LGA's 
Coastcare 
Landcare 

Low 
maintenance cost and priority 
At each site, identify works required, capital and LGA's 

LGA's Medium 
Coastcare 

Obtain funding for works 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy Phillip Gray & Associates 
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Strategies Actions Responsibility Priority 

Establish the Edward John Eyre Trail Identify an existing or establish a new body which will ERDB, High 
[refer Status Report 3.1.2 and 3.1.3, Eyre Trail champion development of the Edward John Eyre Trail Tourism EP 
mini project report] 

Implement the recommendations in the Eyre Trail Mini ERDB, High 
Project report Tourism EP 

Investigate feasibility of expanding the Investigator Trail LEPDC Medium 

Investigate development of multi purpose rail trail on LEPDC Low 
disused railway line between Port Lincoln and Coffin Bay 
and the applicability of the Greenways Act 

Obtain funding ERDB, High 
Tourism EP 
LEPDC 

Establish the Eyre Granite Parkway [refer Establish a Management Group LDC High 
Status Report 3.1.3 and 3.14, Granite Parkway 
mini project report] Obtain seed funding HighMgmtGroup 

Seek support of EPRTDB LDC High 

MgmtGroup HighCollect data on visitor use of granite sites 

MgmtGroup HighPrepare detailed marketing plan 

Medium 
site 

MgmtGroupPrepare master plan for future development of each granite 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy Phillip Gray & Associates 
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Strategies Actions Responsibili ty Priority 

Establish local trails for walking, cycling and 
horse riding [refer Status Report 3.1.3] 

Determine demand for local trails 

Identify potential routes which take advantage of points of 
interest (scenic, cultural, historical, environmental etc) 

LGA's 

LGA's 

Medium 

Medium 

Obtain funding LGA's Medium 

Prepare information strategy to interpret the trail and advise 
residents and visitors of its existence 

LGA's Low 

Increase access to parks under the control of 
NPW(SA) 
[refer Status Report 3.1.4] 

Encourage NPW(SA) to improve visitor amenities, programs 
and services 

Improve availability of information to residents and visitors, 
on each parks significance and features 

LGA's 

NPW(SA) 
LGA's 
ORS 
PSA 

Medium 

High 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy Phillip Gray & Associates 
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SPORT 

Strategies Actions Responsibility 

SANFL, 
SANA 

ORS 

Local clubs 
and 
associations 

ORS 

Local clubs 
and 
associations 

Sport SA, State 
sporting 
associations 

EPLGA 

Priority 

High 

High 

Medium 

Medium 

Medium 

Medium 

High 

I 

Establish viable competitions for each sport. 
[refer Status Report 3.2.1, Structure of Sport 
Discussion Paper] 

Football and netball work together on an equal basis, to 
address the long term viability of both sports across all rural 
areas and prepare, adopt and implement a joint business plan 
for football/ netball on the Eyre Peninsula. 

Provide financial incentives to State Sporting Associations to 
prepare business plans for each country region including the 
Eyre Peninsula. 

Each sport with clubs or associations based on the Eyre 
Peninsula, prepare a business plan outlining a strategy to 
ensure its long term viability. 

Allocate a significant proportion of funding to State Sporting 
Associations to the delivery of sports development programs, 
such as coaching and umpire accreditation courses, in 
country areas. 

Sporting clubs and associations establish or reinforce links 
with schools and investigate the potential to provide 
specialist skills coaching and introduce students to the 
benefits of playing sport with the club. 

Investigate practical strategies for delivering sports 
development programs to the Eyre Peninsula. 

Local government lobby ORS and Sport SA to address and 
support initiatives which improve sports development on the 
Eyre Peninsula. 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy Gray & Associates 
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Strategies 

Consolidate sports facilities wherever possible 
[refer Status Report 3.2.2J 

Reduce the cost of maintaining sport facilities 
[refer Status Report 3.2.2J 

, 

Actions 

Identify examples of successful consolidated sports facilities, 
and obtain information on process used, and constitution of 
club 

Provide information to interested clubs 

Provide capital development funds and other financial and 
non financial assistance, to clubs willing to consolidate their 
facilities 

Research the availability, suitability and cost of using non 
mains water to irrigate turf sports areas, such as bore water, 
neutralising saline water, recycling storm water and using 
treated effluent 

Investigate potential for sporting clubs to share sport facilities 

In each community investigate shared use of plant and 
equipment required to maintain sports facilities, such as 
mowers 

Negotiate long term community use of school recreation and 
sport facilities and school use of community facilities, 
including maintenance costs 

Responsibility Priority 

ORS High 

LGA's Ongoing 

ORS, LGA's Ongoing 

SA Water, 
ORS 

LGA's, local 
sports clubs 

LGA's, local 
sports clubs 

LGA's, school 
councils 

High 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy Phillip Gray & Associates 
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Strategies Actions Responsibility Priority 

Increase the number of sports development 
programs [refer Status Report 3.2.3) 

Establish complementary links between club sports programs 
and school based physical education and sports activities 

Conduct talent identification programs for the major sports, 
through schools and sports clubs, in sub regional locations 
(eg Ceduna and Wudinna) 

Undertake a feasibility study to assess the viability of 
establishing an Eyre Peninsula Sporting Centre of Excellence, 
with a mandate to provide specialist sports advisory and 
support services to athletes, officials and administrators 

Investigate benefits of the Active Australia Provider 
Network, a club management improvement program 

Establish a club administrators mentoring program 
mini project 

.. Prepare guidelines for the mentoring program 

.. Compile a directory of personnel who have skills in club 
administration and are willing to act as mentors 

.. Advise clubs of mentoring program 

.. Link people seeking assistance with suitable mentors 

Conduct Volunteer and Club Management Programs 

Increase the number of accredited coaches and umpires 
.. Conduct more coaching and umpiring accreditation 

courses in accessible locations and at times convenient to 
participants 

.. Subsidize the cost of completing accreditation courses 

Local sports 
clubs, school 
PE staff 

ORS, State 
Sporting 
Associations 

ORS, ERDB 

LGA's, Active 
Australia, ORS 

ORS, LGA's 

ORS 

State Sporting 
Associations 

Medium 

Low 

Low 

High 

Medium 

Medium 

High 
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Strategies Actions Responsibility Priority 

Increase the number of sports tournaments and 
events which attract competitors from outside 
the region 
[refer Status Report 3.2.4] 

Establish a Eyre Peninsula Sports Tourism Group with 
responsibility for increasing the number of visitors to 
sporting events, and affiliated Sports Tourism Groups in each 
Council 

TourismEP Medium 

Compile a Calendar of Sporting Events Tourism EP 
LGA's 

High 

Actively search for competitions and events which can be 
attracted to the Eyre Peninsula, targeting sports which have 
high quality facilities on the Eyre Peninsula 

Tourism EP, 
local sporting 
associations 

High 

Prepare a Procedure Manual or "How to attract and conduct 
tournaments and events kit", for distribution to local clubs 
and associations 

ORS 
Tourism SA 

High 

Provide administrative support to clubs submitting 
applications to host regional or national events 

LGA's High 

Ensure a basic level of provision of recreation 
and sport facilities in each community 
[refer Status Report 3.2.2] 

Assess the provision of recreation and sport facilities in each 
community against the notional basic level of provision in 
Recreation and Sport Facility Standards - Discussion Paper 

LGA's Medium 

Determine priorities for upgrading existing or developing 
new facilities 

LGA's Medium 

Obtain funding LGA's, local 
community 
groups 

Medium 

Assess feasibility of developing schoolfcommunity use 
sports halls in Kimba and Cowell 

LGA's, schools Medium 

---
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5 GENERAL ISSUES 

Strategies Actions Responsibility Priority 

Formalise use of school facilities by local 
communities 
[refer Status Report 3.3] 

Identify school facilities used by community groups 

Determine the terms and conditions for access and whether a 
formal agreement exists 

LGA's, schools 

LGA's, schools 

Medium 

Low 

Negotiate an agreement to continue community use of school 
facilities 

LGA's, school 
councils 

Low 

Improve the quality of play areas for all age 
groups 
[refer Status Report 3.3] 

Establish a "play action group" in each community to 
address the play needs of children 

Undertake a safety audit of all play areas 

LGA's 

play action 
groups 

Medium 

Medium 

Assess quality of play areas in each community (including 
schools) 

play action 
groups 

Medium 
-low 

Identify play areas which duplicate, areas deficient in play 
opportunities and strategies to increase the quality of play for 
all ages 

LGA's, play 
action groups 

Medium 
-low 

Obtain funding play action 
groups 

Medium 
-low 

Increase the range of recreation programs and 
activities available for young people 
[refer Status Report 3.3] 

Invite young people, through secondary schools in each 
community, to identify how to improve the provision of 
unstructured recreation activities for young people, and 
prepare an action plan with costs 

LGA's, LGA 
youth 
advisory gps, 
schools 

High 

Investigate options for establishing low cost skate facilities in 
small communities 

ORS, LGA's High 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy Phillip Gray & Associates 
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Strategies Actions Responsibility Priority 

Improve the quality of information available to 
residents and visitors 
[refer Status Report 3.1.2 and 3.3] 

Maintain an accurate directory of available grants 

Make copies of directory available to clubs through local 
libraries and through the internet 

LGA(SA),ORS 

LGA's 

Ongoin 
g 

Ongoin 

Provide interpretive information at sites of environmental, 
historical, cultural or scenic interest 

Provide maps and information on recreation, sport and open 
space assets 

LGA's 

LGA's 

g 

Medium 
-low 

Low 

Improve access to water safety programs 
[refer Status Report 3.3] 

Commission Surf Life Saving Australia (SA) to conduct beach 
safety audits and implement recommendations of audit 

LGA's Medium 

Review the State Water Safety Strategy and implement 
recommendations relating to improve water safety for people 
living in rural areas 

ORS Low 

Establish the Eyre Peninsula as a bike friendly 
region 
[refer Status Report 3.1.3] 

Prepare Brief for Eyre Peninsula Bike Plan, addressing bike 
touring, mountain bike riding, and local recreational and 
commuter bike riding 

EPLGA Low 

Obtain funding EPLGA Low 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy Phillip Gray & Associates 
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1 	 PREAMBLE 

This preamble introduces the Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy, 
and outlines the background to its commissioning, its objectives, and summarises the 
methodology used. 

1.1 	 BACKGROUND 

The Office for Recreation & Sport is updating the State Recreation and Sport Strategy (1994). 
Development of the Eyre Peninsula Regional Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy, in 
conjunction with Planning SA, is part of the updating process. The first stage of the strategy 
has been completed with the updating of the Port Lincoln Recreation and Sport Strategy, 
completed at the end of 1999. The second stage is proposed to deal with the needs of 
regional communities, and address the following issues: 

• 	 Connecting isolated communities to services and facilities 
• 	 Limited Council budgets due to low population base 
• 	 Diminishing numbers of young people 
• 	 Maintenance/rationalisation of infrastructure 

The Eyre Peninsula covers a large proportion of South Australia and has a widely dispersed 
population. The major c::entr~s are Whyalla and Port Lincoln, located at the eastern and 
southern extremities of the region. These centres form part of this strategy only so far as 
identifying their role in the provision of services for the remainder of the region. There are 
plans for the development of an Upper Spencer Gulf Recreation, Sport and Open Space 
Strategy, which will include Whyalla. Wudinna and Ceduna are also important regional 
centres. Wudinna is geographically central, an.d Ceduna is the gateway to the Eyre· 
Peninsula from the west. 

1.2 	 OBJECTIVES 

Objectives of the Eyre Peninsula Regional Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy are: 

Economic 

• 	 Develop opportunities for recreation, sport and open space to contribute to the 

economic development of the region. 


• 	 Identify marketing and promotion opportunities for specific key open space assets 
ego National Parks, trails and coastal areas. 

Asset Management 

• 	 Develop a strategy to improve the quality of recreation and sport infrastructure. 

• 	 Recommend an approach to developing/sustaining recreation and sport facilities 
which limits duplication and ensures effective provision. 

• 	 Identify current and potential regional level facilities. 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy 	 Phillip Gray & Associates 
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Recreation and Sport Development 

• 	 Strategies to ensure clubs can respond to trends toward less structured activities and 
retain and attract players and volunteers (particularly young people). 

• 	 Strategies which provide access for talented sports people to coaching and higher 

level competition. 


• 	 Identify current recreation and sport initiatives/programs which have the potential 
to increase participation and/ or improve service delivery in this region and 
recommend how best to achieve their implementation. 

Coast and Beaches 

• 	 Identify key sites which require: 

.. protection from a conservation viewpoint 

.. improved access 

.. promotion 

.. visitor facilities 


• Recommend management strategies where required. 


Open Space 


• 	 Identify key open space areas which: 

.. are of State or regional significance; 

.. are of high conservation value; 

.. require appropriate development direction (eg management or concept 


plans); 
.. should be identified in the Planning Strategy; 
.. require Plan Amendment Reports to formalise their designation as areas of 

open space (in terms of conservation, scenic or recreation value). 

• Prioritise the areas identified above in terms of regional significance. 

Youth 

• 	 Identify opportunities for recreation outside of organised sport and ways in which 
this can be delivered to meet the needs of young people. 

Trails 

• Identify opportunities for the development of regional level trail systems. 

Implementation 

• 	 An effective and client specific implementation process. 

• 	 Identify a process to sustain the impetus created by this project (eg elicit a 
commitment from various agencies to implement relevant strategies, identify a 
'driver' for the key projects). 

• 	 A planning process which elicits support for the plan, through negotiations with key 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy 	 Phillip Gray & Associates 
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people and identification of specific (achievable) projects which generate enthusiasm. 

• A concise planning document, with clear, realistic and achievable strategies. 

1.3 METHODOLOGY 

Preparation of the Strategy is to be undertaken in four phases. 

In;!b~£{'~tgp~~~~;~the study program was finalised to ensure the study brief and proposal 
met the Project Steering Committee's requirements. 

In the s~cof1dpbase existing conditions in the region were reviewed and this a Status Report 
and Act1onPl':m prepared which identify priority regional recreation, sport and open space 
projects. 

The purpose of the!l1!!'fiE!!i!~e)~ to undertake work on each project identified in the Status 
Report, with the aim of complete or substantial implementation. 

In the finaJphasea Regi?l1al Recreatior1,Sport and Open Space Strategy will be developed. 
Draft recommendations will be presented to the Project Steering Committee for circulation 
and comment, prior to finalisation. 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy Phillip Gray & Associates 
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2 	 REGIONAL OVERVIEW 

This Regional Overview is intended to give a general context within which the Eyre 
Peninsula Regional Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy has been prepared. 

2.1 	 A SNAP SHOT OF THE EYRE PENINSULA 

Eyre Peninsula is a large region with the following attributes: 

• 	 Eyre Peninsula has an area of approximately 55,000 km2, which is roughly the size 

. and shape of Tasmania 


• 	 Eyre Peninsula has a total population of more than 56,500 people, with the largest 

concentrations being in Port Lincoln and Whyalla. 


• 	 Eyre Peninsula has eleven local government authorities including the District 
Councils of Ceduna, Cleve, Elliston, Franklin Harbour, Kimba, Le Hunte, Lower Eyre 
Peninsula, Streaky Bay and Tumby Bay, in addition to the Cities 0'£ Port Lincoln and 
Whyalla plus the unincorporated West Coast. ' 

• 	 Eyre Peninsula has a strong primary industry base with the four major industries 

being agriculture (grain and wool), seafood (fishing and aquaculture), tertiary 

businesses and tourism. Collectively these sectors inject $1.7 billion into the South 

Australian economy each year. 


• 	 Eyre Peninsula contains less than 2% of the state's population, yet produces 30-40% 

of South Australia's grain and 60% of the state's seafood harvest. 


• 	 Eyre Peninsula attracts more visitors than any other country tourist region in South 

Australia, with more than 300,000 visitors generating $60 million per annum and 

employing over 1,500 people. 


• 	 Eyre Peninsula has a mild climate, extensive beaches, a wide range of sporting 
facilities, unique flora and fauna, excellent coastal recreation opportunities including 
fishing, boating, diving and surfing, spectacular coastal scenery combined with a 
natural and unspoilt environment. 

2.2 	 KEY FEATURES OF THE REGION 

A number of key elements within the region have an impact on the development of 
recreation, sport and open space opportunities. 

2.2.1 	Local Government and Regional Organisations 

Within the Eyre Peninsula a number of government and regional organisations may have a 
significant impact on all or parts of a regional recreation, sport and open space strategy. The 
major organisations are summarised below. 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy 	 Phillip Gray & Associates 
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1. Local Government Authorities 

Eleven local government authorities are located on the Eyre Peninsula. In terms of this 
recreation, sport and open space strategy, it will focus on the area covered by nine local 
government authorities. 

District Council of Franklin Harbour, based around Cowell 

District Council of Cleve, based around Cleve 

District Council of Tumby Bay, based around Tumby Bay 

District Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula, based around Cummins 

District Council of Elliston, based around Elliston 

District Council of Streaky Bay, based around Streaky Bay 

District Council of Ceduna, based around Ceduna 

District Council of Le Hunte, based around Wudinna 

District Council of Kimba, based around Kimba. 


In addition to these nine Councils the Eyre Peninsula also contains: 

The City of Whyalla 

The City of Port Lincoln 

Unincorporated areas to the west of Ceduna District Council area. 


2. Eyre Peninsula Local Government Association 

The Eyre Peninsula Local Government Association comprises 12 member Councils, 
including the eleven Councils listed above, plus the City of Port Augusta. 

The Association is a regional forum and lobby group for Local Government, focusing on 
community services or facilities, economic development, infrastructure and local 
governance. The Association is located in the same building as the Eyre Regional 
Development Board and a part-time Executive Officer assists in the running of the 
organisation. 

3. Eyre Regional Development Board 

Eyre Regional Development Board (ERDB) was established in 1993 as an autonomous body 
focusing upon the development of sustainable commercial activity and employment 
generation across the region. The ERDB is funded jointly by ten local government 
authorities (the Councils within the study area plus Port Lincoln) and a mixture of State and 
Federal grants. Essentially its brief is to encourage economic development and job creation. 

4. Eyre Peninsula Regional Strategy 

The Eyre Peninsula Regional Strategy was a joint Commonwealth and State Government 
response to three consecutive below average harvests and external economic pressure, which 
resulted in a region with a seriously depressed economy, a loss of confidence in farming and 
failing infrastructure. It is a suite of programs managed by Primary Industries and 
Resources (SA) aimed at natural resource management and rural adjustment issues. An 
outcome of the Regional Strategy was development of a model for sustainable development 
based around three elements of environment, economy and community. 
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A model for sustainable development of the Eyre Peninsula was based on two principles: 

+ Rural communities must first accept they need to change and be prepared to manage 
their future. 

+ To move beyond dependance on government assistance, rural communities need to 
accept a change of culture from reactive to proactive and from dependant to 
empowered. 

Whilst the Regional Strategy concluded in December 2000, a model evolved which is 
community owned and focused on sustainable development of the region. It provides a 
structure for: 

• 	 a higher level of community ownership, self reliance and control, 

• 	 networking, strategic planning, negotiation and strategic activities for each element 
and for all elements collectively, 

• 	 development of an overall vision for the long term growth of the region which allows 
individual groups to align appropriate activities with the vision. 

In terms of recreation, sport and open space all elements of environment, economy and 
community development are affected. For example, 

Environment includes National Parks, Eyre Peninsula Tourism Association and 
Coast Care 

Economy incorporates local government, tourism and natural resource management 

Community development includes sport and recreation services. 

5. 	 Eyre Peninsula Tourism Association 

Eyre Peninsula Tourism Association is responsible for marketing and promoting the region's 
attractions. The Association is co-located with the ERDB. 

A major initiative of the Association will be the development of an Eyre Peninsula 
Development Strategy which has been funded by the Commonwealth Government for 
$80,000. 

2.2.2 	Geographical Features 

The Eyre Peninsula occupies in excess of 55,000 km2 which is roughly the size of Tasmania. 
It is bounded by the Spencer Gulf in the east and stretches nearly 1,000 km in a westerly 
direction to the W A-SA border. To the north the Gawler Ranges makes up its northern 
boundary. 

The topography is predominately gentle and undulating with most of the land mass less 
than 150m in height, with the largest hills occurring in the north in the Gawler Ranges. 

The climate of the Peninsula ranges from Mediterranean style around the coastal regions to 
semi arid in the far north and west. Coastal temperatures range from a maximum of 25° to 
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29°C in the summer and up to 34° inland. In winter, the average maximum temperatures 
range from 15° to 18°C. The annual rainfall ranges from 490mm at Port Lincoln to 310mm at 
Ceduna. 

From a recreation, sport and open space perspective, the key geographical feature is the 
extensive coastline which borders the region from Whyalla down to Port Lincoln and 
northwest to Ceduna and beyond. Inland the Peninsula contains a number of significant 
conservation and national parks offering unique flora and fauna. 

2.2.3 	Regional Population 

The population of Eyre Peninsula by Local Government Authority in 1999 is summarised in 
Table 2.1. Key points to note from the table are: 

• 	 Total population of the Eyre Peninsula including the Cities of Whyalla and Port 
Lincoln in 1999 was 55, 998. 

• 	 The nine District Councils on the Eyre Peninsula had a combined population of 
19,246 comprising 34% of the Peninsula's population. The size of each District 
Council varies from 1,200 to 3,900. 

• 	 Whyalla is the largest local government authority on the Peninsula with 42 % of the 
region's population followed by Port Lincoln which has 23% of the population. 

• 	 The population of the nine District Councils has declined by 3% since 1992. Whilst 
Lower Eyre Peninsula and Tumby Bay experienced a slight increase in population 
the remaining seven District Councils all had a declining population. 

• 	 Since 1992, Port Lincoln has increased in population whereas Whyalla has declined. 

• 	 Overall, population growth has occurred in the southern part of the Eyre Peninsula 
whereas popUlation decreases have occurred in the northern part of the Eyre 
Peninsula. 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy 	 Phillip Gray & Associates 



Status Report Page 8 

TABLE 2.1: REGIONAL POPULATION 


Local Government 

Ceduna 
Cleve 
Elliston 
Franklin Harbour 
Kimba 
LeHunte 
Lower Eyre Peninsula 
Streaky Bay 
TumbyBay 

Sub Total 

Port Lincoln 
Whyalla. 

Sub Total 

TOTAL 

1999 

3,556 
1,910 
1,241 
1,227 
1,238 
1,552 
3,863 
1,934 
2,725 

19,246 

13,102 
23,650 

36,752 

55,998 

2.2.4 Industry 

The major industries on the Eyre Peninsula are: 

agriculture 

fishing and aquaculture 

retail trade 

manufacturing and processing 

tourism. 


It is also believed that mining is positioned to be an increasingly important part of the 
regions economy over the next few years. 

In terms of recreation, sport and open space the most important industry is tourism. Eyre 
Peninsula is one of South Australia's most visited country tourist regions and with potential 
for growth, particularly in nature based and eco tourism market segments. Clearly these 
segments relate very closely to the coastal environment and the recreation attractions in 
those areas, as well as the conservation and natural beauty offered by inland conservation 
areas and national parks. 

Potential conflicts may exist between the demands created by recreational activities and 
economic demands of business. Care must be taken to ensure conflicts are minimised and 
public access and use of public open space is retained. Of particular concern is the rapidly 
expanding aquaculture industry which could restrict public use of coastal lands and waters. 

2.3 IMPLICATIONS FOR RECREATION, SPORT AND OPEN SPACE 

Open Space is a general term referring to a wide variety of open areas (both land and water) 
that have a value for park, recreation or sporting purposes, conservation of natural 
resources, historic, aesthetic or scenic purposes. In simplistic terms, open spaces are areas in 
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which visitors and residents recreate and appreciate for their intrinsic or scenic beauty or 
conservation value. 

Recreation and sport is an important contributor to the quality of life of individuals and the 
general community, providing benefits both to individuals and the general community. A 
Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy should aim to optimise these benefits through 
efficient and effective use of resources. 

a. 	 Personal Benefits 

Individuals will benefit from participation in recreation and sport activities through: 

• 
• 
• 

improved health and fitness 
reduction in stress levels 
improved self esteem 
development of social skills 
employment in the recreation and sport industry. 

b. Community Benefits 

The general community will benefit from recreation and sport facilities, programs and 
services in the following ways: 

• 	 reduced health care costs 
enhanced community identity 
increased community integration 

• 	 deterrent effect on delinquent behaviour 
• 	 improved social fabric and community development opportunities 
• 	 increased volunteer participation 
• 	 direct and indirect employment opportunities 
• 	 economic activity through recreation and sport tourism 
• 	 economic activity through revenue generated by retail sales and participation in 

recreation and sport activities 
• 	 economic activity generated by capital developments 
• 	 protection of the environment, particularly open space areas for recreation purposes. 

Within the region, all the benefits outlined above will accrue from a well developed 
recreation delivery system. To maximise the impact on both individuals and the general 
community, resources should be focussed on delivering these benefits. 

In terms of the Eyre Peninsula three major factors have a significant impact on recreation, 
sport and open space. 

1. 	 Eyre Peninsula has a small population distributed over a large area, except for the 
urban centres of Port Lincoln and Whyalla. Consequently, communities can expect to 
have problems maintaining and upgrading its recreation and sport infrastructure, 
particularly formal facilities in smaller towns. 

2. 	 Growth in the economy is necessary to ensure maintenance of sustainable 
communities. A major industry closely allied to recreation, sport and open space is 
tourism. These links can be enhanced to the mutual benefit of residents and visitors. 
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3. 	 Eyre Peninsula has excellent open space attractions, especially the extensive coastline 
and its national parks. 

Given these three factors a recreation, sport and open space strategy should focus on the 
following key elements. 

• Rationalisation of recreation and sport facilities in all communities will be necessary 
to ensure cost effective and efficient facilities and to maintain a basic level of 
community infrastructure. 

• P~i<:)rityshould be given to developing recreation and sport opportunities which 
enhance the tourist experience and hence are likely to lead to increased economic 
activity. Development of these opportunities will also improve the amenity and 
lifestyle of local residents. 

• Eyre Peninsula must recognise the significance of the coast from an economic, 
tourism, and recreation and sport perspective and ensure these three perspectives are 
interwoven for the benefit of residents and visitors. 

• Increase the number of visitors and tourists to the region through a major recreation 
and sport tourism initiative. Such development will require upgrading of facilities 
and amenities, enhancement of existing and development of new events and 
tournaments, and promoting the natural environment particularly locations for 
fishing, surfing, boating, diving and other outdoor recreation activities. 
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3 REGIONAL ISSUES 

This Chapter reviews a series of issues which affect recreation and sport and open space 
across the region. Issues have been divided into three categories relating to open space, 
sport and general issues. 

3.1 OPEN SPACE 

In general terms issues relating to open space relate primarily to development of recreation 
and sport opportunities in the coast and development of opportunities to visit and use 
inland national parks and conservation areas. 

3.1.1 Overview of Open Space 

Eyre Peninsula has an extensive number of coastal sites suitable for recreation and sport 
activities. Most of the coast is reasonably accessible via the Lincoln Highway between 
Whyalla and Port Lincoln and the Flinders Highway which links Port Lincoln and Ceduna. 
Numerous permanent and holiday settlements are dotted along the coast. 

Along the east coast of the Peninsula are areas suitable for swimming, boating, fishing and 
walking. Along the west coast numerous sites are suitable for the same types of activities as 
along the east coast, supplemented by surfing. 

Three national parks are located on Eyre Peninsula. Lincoln National Park and Coffin Bay 
National Park both located at the southern tip of the Peninsula offer a range of coastal 
recreation opportunities. The third park is the Gawler Ranges National Park, a newly 
designated park to the north of the Peninsula. Nullarbor National Park is located on the 
N ullarbor Plain, and to the west of Ceduna. 

Numerous conservation parks are located on the Eyre Peninsula. Coastal parks include: 

Munyaroo Whittelbee 
Franklin Harbour Sir Joseph Banks 
Lake Newland Point Labatt 
Venus Bay Nuyts Archipeligo 
Laura Bay 

Other inland conservation parks include: 

Whyalla Lake Gilles Sheoak Hill 
Carappee Hill Rudall Hincks 
Bascombe Well Barwell Hambridge 
Pinkawillinie Corrobinnie Cocata 
Kulliparu Kalpatanna Water hole Pureba 
Yumbarra. 

Most conservation parks are suitable for outdoor recreation activities based around walking 
and possibly camping. 
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3.1.2 	Coastal Open Space 

Development of recreation and sport opportunities in coastal open space areas must take 
account of the following: 

1. 	 Great Australian Bight 1000 West Coast Strategy 

The West Coast Strategy is an initiative of Ceduna, Elliston and Streaky Bay District Councils 
in partnership with the Commonwealth and South Australian Governments. It is intended 
to focus on, and guide, coastal management planning in the 21st century. 

Based on the principles of integrated local area planning, the strategy provides coastal 
managers, planners and decision makers, stakeholders and interested communities with an 
action oriented strategic framework. The Strategy will achieve a cooperative and integrated 
approach to coastal management with the central underlying focus being the achievement of 
ecologically sustainable development. 

In terms of tourism and recreation the strategy has a goal of: 

Increased sustainable coastal tourism and recreational use of land 
and sea while maintaining environmental values. 

Specific objectives include: 

1 To contribute to the economic diversification of the region through the establishment 
of a range of ecologically sustainable tourist and recreational areas and activities 
based on the regions diverse and natural and manmade attractions. 

2 To identify, manage, preserve and enhance the specific features of the region. 

3 To develop necessary and characteristic coastal infrastructure to minimise visitor 
induced degradation and act as a attractant to potential visitors. 

4 To offer diverse recreational opportunities while minimising conflicts between uses. 

5 To improve coastal access and increase transport linkages to cater for a range of 
visitor groups. 

6 To ensure the regional road network adequately addressed the needs for coastal 
tourism recreation. 

7 To increase public and visitor safety and minimise risk and liability. 

8 To develop appropriate tools to ensure that regional coastal tourism values and 
recreational opportunities are promoted, developed and managed for environmental, 
social and economic benefit. 

9 To plan for the creation of regional coastal trails. 

The Strategy also makes the following points: 

• 	 The majority of coastal leisure activities undertaken by visitors/tourists and west 
coast residents are categorised as recreational and include fishing, swimming, 
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surfing, diving, four wheel driving, sailing and boating/ water sports. 

• 	 An estimated 65,000 people travel along the Flinders Highway and either through or 
around the west coast towns each year. 

• 	 It is estimated the number of visitors to Ceduna is 400,000 per year. (NB. Other 

studies have estimated that the number of visitors to Ceduna, excluding business 

travel, is between 240,000 and 360,000.) 


• 	 Most recreational users are responsible and want to ensure that the coastal resources 
they use remain unspoilt. The types of management issues that may arise from 
recreation and tourism activities include littering and disposal of unwanted fishing 
tackle, over fishing, damage from boat anchors, wildlife disturbance, trampling of 
fordone vegetation, off road vehicle damage and coastal disturbance resulting from 
ad hoc coastal camping. 

• 	 Sustainable expansion of the tourism and recreation industries on the west coast 

requires the development of well located quality tourism infrastructure and 

recreational facilities. Development should preferably be confined to the main 

tourism and recreational activity nodes and built on existing resources. 


• 	 Scuba diving is a growing sport nationally, and there may be potential along the west 
coast for recreational diving as a tour industry focusing on the many offshore 
shipwrecks. However, long term protection of shipwrecks must be considered 
through an appropriate heritage management plan. 

• 	 Significant scope exists for the development of a coastal linear trail for the entire 

length of the west coast region. If developed it could form a major park of a state 

coastal trail. 


2. 	 Coastal Walk 

It has been suggested that a coastal trail be developed around Eyre Peninsula based on the 
expeditions conducted by Edward John Eyre in 1839 and 1840. 

Currently a number of independent trails exist along the coast. An opportunity therefore 
exists to link these trails either with additional walking trails or as a drive/walk trail system. 
The routes used by Edward John Eyre need to be mapped and correlation with existing 
walking trails established. Once this has been completed the cost and benefits of installing 
appropriate infrastructure around the trail needs to be undertaken. The Bicentenary 
Anniversary of the Meeting of Flinders and Baudin in 1802 may offer funding opportunities 
for this project. 

3. 	 Condition ofthe Coastline 

Anecdotal evidence indicates gradual degradation of the coastal environment from Whyalla 
through to Ceduna. Much of the deterioration is due to a lack of formal infrastructure 
resulting in indiscriminate use of sites along the coast. For example, lack of toilets, formal 
car parking areas and rubbish bins have resulted in damage to fragile dune environments. 
Whilst many visitors and residents respect the natural environment, the lack of a code of 
practice in these areas has often resulted in inappropriate behaviour causing destruction of 
the natural environment. 
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4. Coastal Interpretive Centre 

A coastal interpretive centre is planned for Ceduna. The coastal centre will provide 
information on local Aboriginal heritage, the Nullarbor, whales, head of the Bight, the 
natural ecological assets of the region, the aquaculture industry and Maralinga. The project 
is being promoted by the Eyre Regional Development Board which has attracted grants of 
$150,000 for the project. 

5. Visitor Amenities 

Most major settlements along the coast have adequate visitor amenities including boat 
ramps, toilets, car parks and picnic/barbecue facilities, although these types of amenities are 
usually unavailable at sites outside the major settlements. Many of these locations are often 
very popular, particularly at peak visitor times such as weekends and holidays. A lack of 
appropriate amenities contributes to degradation of the coastal environment. The major 
issues to be resolved are appropriate location of facilities, and the cost of developing and 
maintaining facilities. 

6. Inventory 

A comprehensive inventory of recreational coastal sites is not available on the Eyre 
Peninsula. Potential exists to prepare an inventory which details existing infrastructure such 
as car parks and toilets, as well as recreation activities which are available such as surfing, 
boating and sightseeing. To aid dissemination of information, the inventory may be mapped 
and include both onshore and offshore sites. Offshore sites should include activities such as 
dive sights and fishing spots. 

The major benefit of preparing a comprehensive inventory is to provide base data for a long 
term plan to provide visitor infrastructure. An objective of providing this infrastructure will 
be to direct visitors away from fragile coastal environments to sites which can be managed to 
minimise environmental degradation and hence promote sustainable visitor use of the coast. 

3.1.3 Trails 

Throughout the Eyre Peninsula a series of trails exist. Most trails are primarily used for 
walking and include a mix of short and long trails. Potential exists to link many of these 
trails to create an extensive network on the Eyre Peninsula. These trails may then be 
extended to accommodate other uses. 

1. Coastal Walk 

As discussed above, an opportunity exists to develop a walk around the coast of the Eyre 
Peninsula, linking settlements and points of interest. It can be developed as a multipurpose 
trail including a mix of transport modes, such as drive and fish, or drive and dive trails. 
Based on the expedition of Edward John Eyre the coastal walk has the potential to be 
developed around a natural/historical theme. 

2. Investigator Trail 

The Investigator Trail extends for almost 90km from North Shields through Port Lincoln and 
Tulka into the Lincoln National Park. The Investigator Trail incorporates the Parnkalla Walk 
in Port Lincoln. 
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Potential exists to expand the Investigator Trail along the southern coast of the Eyre 
Peninsula to Coffin National Park where it can link with other existing trails, such as the 
Kallara Walking Trail. 

3. Granite Trail 

In the general vicinity of Wudinna and Minnipa are a number of large granite rock 
formations including Polda Rock, Little Mount Wudinna, Turtle Rock, Ucontitchie Hill, 
Pildappa Rock, Tcharkulda Hill and Yarwondutta Rock. 

Collectively nine reserves are spread over the Wudinna/Minnipa area incorporating the 
granite rock outcrops. Given their location adjacent to the Eyre Highway, an opportunity 
exists to develop a significant drive and walk trail which provides scenic outlooks and 
interpretation of the rock formations and other flora and fauna. Of the nine reserves which 
can be linked with a network of trails, three already have significant infrastructure including 
trails and picnic facilities. 

A recent report prepared for Le Hunte District Council recommended that an inventory of 
the unique granite rock formations be undertaken and that a feasibility study be completed 
to determine the tourism potential of linking the major granite outcrops. It appears that 
development of a network of trails linking these outcrops would have significant benefits in 
terms of recreation and open space development for both visitors and residents of the region. 

4. Aquatic Trails 

To complement the proposed Coastal Trail a series of aquatic trails can be established. These 
trails will allow residents and visitors to drive between coastal sites to participate in 
recreation activities. In other words, people will be able to undertake a surfing trail, fishing 
trail, diving trail or sailing trail along the Eyre Peninsula coast. 

The concept involves linking a series of between five and ten sites suitable for a specific 
recreation activity, which can be visited over a series of days. Such a trail will require the 
development of appropriate infrastructure including interpretive signs, as well as maps 
indicating the location of the trail and recreational locations, as well as amenities such as car 
parks, boat ramps or launching facilities and toilets. These trails can be designed to 
accommodate all types of vehicles including all terrain vehicles and 4WD vehicles, as well as 
normal passenger cars and buses. Accommodating off road driving on beaches and other 
natural areas will need sensitive planning to ensure sustainability. 

Support for the development of aquatic trails can be found in a series of tourism research 
reports which have identified the following key points: 

• Visitors are attracted to the Eyre Peninsula by its natural beauty, excellent fishing and 
other marine based activities. 

• The primary reasons why people visit the Eyre Peninsula are: 

Leisure activities including beach/jetty fishing, relaxation, beach and other 
marine based recreational pursuits such as sailing, surfing, wind surfing and 
skin diving 78 % 

Coastal sightseeing and other tourist drives - 45% 
Sport and recreational pursuits - 6% 
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• 79% of visitors to the Eyre Peninsula travel by private motor car indicating a major 
opportunity for drive related trails. 

• In a study in 1996 by Centre of Tourism and Hotel Management at Griffith 
University, a number of activity based market segments were identified for the Eyre 
Peninsula including: 

coastal sightseeing 
family touring 
nature based 
soft adventure. 

All the points detailed above, indicate strong potential demand for development of drive 
trails based around the recreational resources of the coast. 

5. 	 Rail Trail 

The disused Port Lincoln to Coffin Bay railway line presents aI'\ opportunity to develop a 
multi purpose linear trail based around walking, cycling and horse riding. Whilst the 
railway line is in private ownership it may be possible to negotiate public access to the site. 

The rail trail presents the opportunity to provide a direct link between Coffin Bay National 
Park and Lincoln National Park through the Investigator Trail. Disused railway lines have 
been found to be excellent routes for cycle paths as they tend to be relatively flat. They also 
can be used for horses although the relatively flat terrain may be somewhat uninteresting. 

Conversion of disused railway lines to multi purpose trails is a world wide trend. Extensive 
use of these rail lines have been made in Europe and America. Within Australia use of the 
railway lines has not been as significant. Within South Australia, the Riesling Trail follows a 
disused railway line through the Clare Valley. 

The recently proclaimed Greenways Act may provide a suitable process and mechanism by 
which public rights over the railway line may be obtained through the Office of Recreation 
and Sport. 

6. 	 Specific Trail Developments 

Short walking trails exist in most settlements through the Eyre Peninsula. For example at 
Cleve a walking trail links the town to Observation Hill and the Oyster Walk is located on 
the foreshore at Coffin Bay. 

A series of short trails are proposed throughout the region including: 

• 	 At Arno Bay a boardwalk through the mangrove estuaries is proposed. Currently 
similar boardwalks are located at Cowell and Tumby Bay. These boardwalks are a 
significant part of nature based recreation and tourism infrastructure. 

• 	 Within the Elliston District Council a series of walking trails have been suggested 
based around the coast including: 

Anxious Bay and Waterloo Bay 
Venus Bay and South Headlands 
Venus Bay to Port Kenny to Venus Bay Caravan Park. 
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• 	 A series of coastal trails recommended in the GAB 1000 West Coast Strategy. 

7. 	 Bike Paths 

Cycling opportunities exist on the Eyre Peninsula, although a formal bike plan has not been 
prepared. Given the relatively flat topography of the region, cycling in and around the Eyre 
Peninsula can be a rewarding recreational experience. A number of factors need to be taken 
into account when considering the Eyre Peninsula as a cycling destination. 

• 	 During the summer months the region may be subject to extreme heat and strong 

winds, consequently cyclists must be well prepared for these conditions. 


• 	 Whilst the roads are in good condition for cycling, care should be taken on the major 
roads due to the speed of cars. Similarly, care must be taken on dirt roads as the 
surfaces may be very rough and are often corrugated. On roads and tracks near the 
coast, sand drifts will often be encountered. 

• 	 Due to the size of the Eyre Peninsula large distances need to be travelled between 

points of interest. 


Hence greater potential may exist for short cycle trips rather than long distance touring, 
although the latter will appeal to a relatively small but dedicated group of cyclists. 

3.1.4 	Inland Parks 

Numerous conservation parks and local recreation reserves are scattered throughout the 
Eyre Peninsula. Many parks have significant environmental value and are used for a range 
of passive recreation activities including walking, bird watching and picnicking, by both 
residents and visitors. 

Two specific issues relating to inland parks were raised during the consultation process. 

1. 	 Granite Rock Park 

As outlined above, a series of granite rock reserves exist in the Wudinna/Minnipa area. In 
addition to developing trails linking these sites, the opportunity exists to establish one 
significant regional park. Further investigations are required to progress the concept 
including: 

• 	 clarification of and documentation of the concept. 
• 	 identification of advantages and disadvantages, potential stakeholders and funders. 
• 	 draft development plan including a staged development, the role of stakeholders and 

branding and marketing strategies. 

2. 	 National Parks and Wildlife (SA) 

Although extensive areas of the Eyre Peninsula are classified as conservation parks, 
resources available to manage and maintain these parks are relatively scarce. It is 
understood that very few staff are employed by NPW (SA) in the parks. In addition limited 
infrastructure, such as car parks, toilets and interpretive signage, exists in the parks. Further 
investigations may be required to capitalise on the environmental and recreational benefits 
of these parks whilst ensuring their sustainable use. 
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3.2 SPORT 

A survey of recreation and sport clubs and associations on the Eyre Peninsula sought 
information on the main issues or concerns likely to affect the viability of their organisation 
and!or activity or sport. It was found that the main issue was a lack of active members 
which was identified by 56% of respondents. When asked what actions are required to 
improve the viability of their organisation 18 % of respondents nominated responses such as 
1/ improve the viability of the region", 1/ retain young people" and 11 increase employment". 

TI1ese results reflect the outcomes of consultations conducted on the Eyre Peninsula. It 
appears the main issue confronting sport relates to a declining and sparse population, which 
in tum has a direct impact on the viability of sports clubs and associations. A critical mass is 
required in terms of population and membership to ensure the long term viability of 
individual organisations. 

Within the context of this major demographic issue, a number of specific issues have been 
identified which need to be addressed. 

3.2.1 Nature of Competitions 

A decline in population on the Eyre Peninsula has led to amalgamation of sporting clubs, 
obviously resulting in fewer clubs and larger distances required to be travelled to compete in 
competitions. Anecdotal evidence indicates that many people are choosing alternative 
recreation activities to organised sport, as a result of the distances travelled. This is borne 
out in the survey of clubs and associations in which 33% of respondents identified distance 
and time required to travel as a major issue or concern which will affect the viability of their 
organisation. 

Issues or factors likely to affect sporting competitions are: 

• Changes in the boundaries of sports competitions has evolved over the last two 
decades. Whilst most sports are able to conduct competitions on a relatively local 
basis, this is not the case with football, given its relatively high cost basis and the 
number of players per team. According to the SANFL a rationalisation of football 
leagues occurred in 1989 and "further restructure will be needed in the future with 
downsizing of leagues from 5 to 4". If traditional home and away competitions are to 
continue, all sporting associations may need to review their boundaries. 

• To overcome the problems associated with distance and travelling it may be 
appropriate to review the nature of sports competitions. Traditionally, competitions 
are held on a horne and away basis with finals. Alternative competition structures 
can be investigated, for example conducting lightening carnivals over one day or a 
weekend period or linking sports competitions with other festivals or celebrations, 
such as Tunarama and agricultural shows or field days. 

• Sport offers numerous personal and community benefits. In rural communities, sport 
often provides a community with an identity and frequently is a focus of community 
life. In most parts of the Eyre Peninsula, football and netball competitions are 
directly linked. In these cases a days sporting activity is often regarded as a family 
activity. In reviewing the nature of competitions it is imperative that these links and 
community benefits are enhanced rather than ditninished. 
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3.2.2 	Facilities 

The survey of clubs and associations on the Eyre Peninsula resulted in the following 
responses regarding facilities: 

• The second most frequently nominated issue or concern which is likely to affect the 
viability of an organisation was the cost of maintaining facilities (nominated by 53% 
of respondents). In addition 15% of respondents nominated inadequate facilities. 

• 18% of respondents identified the need for Councils, their State association or State 
Government to improve the facilities they use as one way to improve the viability of 
their organisation. 

• 52% of respondents considered they had adequate facilities to meet their long term 
needs. 

Based on these responses and consultations conducted on the Eyre Peninsula it would 
appear that a significant concern of clubs is refurbishing or maintaining existing facilities and 
the development of new facilities, particularly given the declining population and hence 
membership base of many clubs and associations. 

Three factors need to be addressed when considering the provision of sports facilities on the 
Eyre Peninsula. 

• 	 To ensure adequate resources are available to maintain facilities of reasonable 
quality in each township a review of the location, management, maintenance and use 
of facilities may be required. In the survey of clubs and associations it was found that 
59% of respondents already share their facilities with another organisation. 
Respondents identified a number of benefits of sharing including ability to share 
maintenance costs with other organisations therefore reducing the cost to each group, 
and increasing social interaction between club members. Respondents also identified 
some problems with sharing, including adequately catering for the needs of 
sponsors, problems of relocating clubs to new facilities and the need to obtain 
approval from the majority of club members. 

In addressing the issue of facility provision, a basic core level of facilities should be 
provided in each township. This basic level of provision may be agreed upon across 
the Eyre Peninsula. Within individual townships opportunities must be explored to 
share facilities and develop joint management structures which can accommodate the 
needs of all clubs. Finally, it is important to ensure maximum use of all public 
and!or community resources, for example by developing joint school and 
community facilities such as the proposal to develop a sports hall in Kimba. 

• 	 Water is a major issue for sports groups particularly those using turt such as ovals, 
golf courses and bowling clubs. All avenues of 1/cheap" water must be explored 
including use of bore water, treating saline bore water to neutralise the impact on 
turf, recycling water particularly storm water, and using treated effluent. 

• 	 The cost of maintaining facilities is clearly one of the biggest problems confronting 
sports clubs. Most clubs on the Eyre Peninsula are required to be self sufficient. 
Only a small number of Councils provide a small subsidy towards the cost of 
maintaining facilities. Most clubs receive no subsidy for maintenance. 
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3.2.3 	Sports Development 

22% of respondents to the survey of clubs and associations identified the need for improved 
services from State associations including"more programs" ,"better promotion of the sport" 
and "listening to suggestions from the region" as ways of improving the viability of their 
organisation. The questionnaire also sought information on a range of programs and 
services. It was found that grants were regarded as the highest priority. This was followed 
by coaching accreditation courses and information/ referral services. Of much lower priority 
were business/management advice, sports advisory services and club administrator courses. 

In general terms, the viability of a sport or sporting organisation reflects the effectiveness of 
its management. Two elements of management must be addressed; administration and 
development of players, coaches and officials. 

Four elements of management needs to be considered. 

• 	 Introducing juniors into a sport is the life blood of the sport. Consequently, there is 
demand for talent identification or junior development programs. A survey of parent 
sporting associations found both cricket and football have offered these types of 
programs on the Eyre Peninsula in rural locations (i.e. in addition to programs in 
Whyalla and Port Lincoln). 

• 	 The Eyre Peninsula Regional Strategy (1995) recommended the establishment of a 
campus of the Institute of Sport in Port Lincoln. This concept of a regional Sports 
Academy or Institute of Sport has been suggested in a number of reports, however it 
is not supported by the Office for Recreation and Sport and its sports development 
arm SASL Potential may exist to develop a regional sports program catering for 
talented junior and senior players, funded using local sponsorship from the private 
sector and local government. Both Whyalla and Port Lincoln have high quality 
facilities which can form the basis for such a program with outreach into the rural 
communities of the Eyre Peninsula. Alternatively, a regional program could be 
established in a central location, such as Wudinna. 

• 	 Whilst club administration courses was not considered as an important program or 
service by respondents to the survey of clubs and associations, the lack of volunteers 
and administrators was considered to be a major issue or concern of 40% of 
respondents of the survey. Both cricket and football have conducted club 
administrator courses on the Eyre Peninsula. Two strategies have been identified in 
the consultations conducted on the Eyre Peninsula, which may improve club 
administration including: 

.. 	 identify case studies of clubs recognised as having high quality club 
administration and introduce a mentor service whereby poorly administered 
clubs may seek the advice of experienced administrators. 

.. 	 conduct the Volunteer and Club Management Program offered by the Office 
for Recreation and Sport. 

• 	 Accreditation of coaches and officials is an ongoing problem for many clubs and 
associations. The lack of volunteers to take these positions is a problem, 
compounded by a lack of skills. Four sports, cricket, football, little athletics and 
netball have conducted coaching and/ or umpiring accreditation programs on a 
relatively regular basis throughout the Eyre Peninsula. 

Eyre Peninsula Recreation, Sport and Open Space Strategy 	 Phillip Gray & Associates 



1 

Status Re£ort Page 21 

3.2.4 Sports Tourism 

Sports Tourism is defined as a sports related trip of over 40 km, involving a stay of at least 
one night away from home, to participate in sporting competitions, training or be a spectator 
at a sporting event. The definition can be widened to include organised tours of sporting 
amenities and sites and to include adventure tourism activity and tourist packages focusing 
on sports related activities, such as golf and fishing tours, cycle touring and bushwalking. 

National Sports Tourism Strategy 

The Commonwealth Government is in the process of developing a National Sports Tourism 
Strategy. The following excerpts from a Discussion Paper highlight some pertinent issues 
relating to sports tourism. 

• Sports event comprise the largest proportion of all special events held in Australia. 
They are popular with domestic and international audiences which guarantees they 
will continue to be a major component of tourism. 

• Promotion of sports events can create an image of the host region as an exciting 
place, where there will be people of common interests. In this way sports events can 
change perceptions and create new images for regions that have not previously been 
considered holiday destinations. 

• The major issue is to develop strategies to improve the performance of sports events 
as tourism products in order to maximise the return from dollars invested. Options 
include: 

II> 

II> 

II> 

II> 

II> 

improving the yield from existing events 
staging more events 
targeting and supporting events that offer the biggest potential returns in 
terms of tourism. 
spreading the benefits of new and existing events to more regions. 
better coordination of sporting events with other tourism related activities to 
maximise visitor stay and yield. 

• Sport tourism contributes significantly to the economic growth of regional areas. 
Currently there are many impediments to its development. Appropriately scaled 
and planned events can revitalise, redevelop and re-image communities and 
destinations. The main impediments are: 

II> Need for greater awareness of events tourism, to educate Council about the 
size of the industry and the need to develop links between sport and tourism 
to maximise the economic benefit of every event. 

II> Need to adopt a regional focus on facility development, to avoid duplication 
of assets and resultant reduction of viability of businesses. All levels of 
government should combine to support sports centres for each accessible 
district that include a number of sports and are cost effective. 

II> Lack of knowledge and expertise in event management, whilst many local 
and regional organisations have the technical expertise in the sporting area, 
they do not have the capacity to run a large event. 
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.. 	 Need accessible training and assistance in bidding, marketing and financial 
management, and in assessing the economic returns of tourism. 

Economic Benefits 

The economic impact of sports tourism on the Eyre Peninsula can be gauged from a recent 
assessment of the Adelaide to Port Lincoln Yacht Race. It was found that: 

.. 	 Approximately 1,000 people travelled to Port Lincoln for the race . 

.. 	 Average length of stay was a few days . 

.. 	 Total expenditure by visitors was almost $750,000 . 

A report "The Economic Impact of Recreation and Sport at the Local Government Level" 
prepared for the Office for Recreation and Sport in June 1998 discusses the impact of events 
on local communities. The study reviewed a series of sporting events for their economic 
implications on local communities. It found that: 

• 	 In Bunbury WA a regional sports games in 1985 resulted in visitors spending 

$390,000 in the local community. 


• 	 Regional games conducted in Hamilton Victoria in 1990 resulted in visitors spending 
$300,000 in the local community. 

• 	 Studies on Masters Games around Australia has found that average daily 

expenditure by visitors was between $60 and $147 per day. 


This suggests that an event with 100 visitors staying overnight will generate expenditure in 
the order of $6,000 to $15,000 per day. Events which attract visitors for longer periods can 
expect greater expenditure. These figures demonstrate that even relatively small events will 
generate significant economic benefits to the local community. 

The Economic Impact Study has some"general messages" relating to events: 

• 	 Small events will boost the local economy if visitors come from outside the region, 
especially from outside the State. 

• 	 Careful planning is essential to ensure that adequate accommodation and facilities 
will be available when required. 

• 	 Planning is essential so that potential visitors have time to make suitable 
arrangements to enable them to participate (which may include having to give long 
notice if they wish to have holidays from work). 

• 	 Be wary of big attraction events which may require a large proportion of the 
proceeds to go to the outside organisers and hence the local community loses. 

• 	 Events which attract supporters will add to the visitor numbers. Masters events are 
particularly advantageous and quite often can be planned to run over a longer 
period, especially for events which are attracted to retired persons. 
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+ Consider also junior events where parents can be attracted to come along and also 
enter regional team competitions where additional supporters will be attracted (but 
unless the competition runs over two or more days the distance needs to be sufficient 
to entice them to stay overnight). 

3 Eyre Peninsula 

The survey of clubs and associations on the Eyre Peninsula found that 26% of respondents 
have conducted, or plan to conduct, a major event or activity attract people living outside the 
Eyre Peninsula in the year 2000 or 2001. Whilst 16 events were nominated by clubs many 
were events involving local communities. Of these events, six were annual events and five 
were once only events. It was found that the number of people attending these events were 
generally less than 300. From the responses it appears that very few events attract people 
from outside the Eyre Peninsula. However, the influx of Eyre Peninsula residents into small 
local communities for a day or a weekend will have a significant impact on that local 
community. 

4 Implications for Eyre Peninsula 

The Eyre Peninsula is a major tourist destination for South Australian residents and 
interstate visitors. It currently has wide range of tourist infrastructure including 
accommodation, hospitality as well as other natural features. The opportunity to develop 
the sports tourism industry will complement other tourist initiatives in the region. Clubs 
and associations may require substantial assistance to capitalise on their economic potential 
to the benefit of the local community and the local club. 

3.2.5 Funding 

The survey of clubs and associations found that the single action which will improve the 
viability of the organisation is to improve the level of funding from State or Local 
Government through grants or use of Council plant and equipment. Similarly when asked 
to rank the importance of programs and services, facility development grants and equipment 
grants rated much higher than all other types of programs and services. Program grants was 
the third most important program or service. 

Based on these responses it would appear that many clubs and associations based on the 
Eyre Peninsula require some form of financial assistance to ensure the ongoing viability of 
their operation. 

3.3 GENERAL ISSUES 

Most issues relating to recreation have been addressed in the consideration of open space 
and sport in the previous sections. General issues which may encompass recreation, sport 
and open space are considered below. 

1 School Facilities 

Schools are an important community focus in most small townships. They often have 
recreation and sport facilities which can be used by the general community. Facilities which 
have the potential to be used by both the school and general public includes sports halls, 
SWimming pools, playgrounds and playing fields. 
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Agreements must be negotiated which address management, including hours of use, 
maintenance responsibilities and operational funding. Where community funds (including 
Local Government) are used to develop or maintain the facility, community access rights 
must be protected through a formal Agreement. 

2 Play areas 

Play is a natural part of a child's development, and adequate facilities should be provided to 
cater for their needs. Generally, the development of playgrounds using manufactured 
equipment is very costly. Different types of equipment should be provided for each age 
group; pre schoolers, primary age children and teenagers. 

Although use of the natural environment should be incorporated into play areas, many focus 
on formal play equipment. Adequate, quality play opportunities in small communities can 
be more effectively provided if schools and community cooperate, and develop joint use 
facilities. 

3 Young People 

Young people tend to be a difficult age group to cater for, particularly in terms of recreation 
and entertainment. Given the declining number of young people on the Eyre Peninsula, 
junior sporting and recreation opportunities provided through clubs are diminishing. 

Young people, have similar recreation and sporting preferences to adults, in that, whilst they 
participate more frequently in active pursuits, they want"convenience" and"access". 
Consequently, facilities such as skate parks and activities such as surfing are very popular. 
The challenge facing Eyre Peninsula communities is to provide these types of recreation 
opportunities in a cost effective manner. 

4 Information 

Providing information to residents and visitors is a key element to providing effective 
recreation and sport opportunities. Three types of information have been identified as being 
deficient: 

• information on grants and subsidies available to clubs and associations, 

• interpretation of natural assets, 

• information on available recreation and sport opportunities, including maps. 

5 Role of WhyaDa and Port Lincoln 

Both Whyalla and Port Lincoln are important centres on the Eyre Peninsula. In terms of 
recreation and sport they have most types of urban style facilities, such as sports halls and 
swimming pools. Whyalla also servers as a regional shopping centre, and Port Lincoln also 
has a large retail shopping area. However, most rural communities on the Eyre Peninsula do 
not relate to either city, for recreation and sport. There is an expectation that recreation and 
sport will be provided locally. 
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Water Safety 

An increase in use of the coast for recreational activities is likely to result in more drownings 
and near drownings. Data from the National Water Safety Strategy indicates that rural 
populations have a relatively high drowning rate. The State Government has commissioned 
a State Water Safety Strategy, and Surf Life Saving Association (SA) has conducted beach 
safety audits. Implications and recommendations from these two reports need to be 
addressed and implemented in association with any increase in coastal recreation. 
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MINI 	PROJECTS 

Based on information gathered during the preparation of this Status Report, a number of 
"mini projects" have been identified. These mini projects need to be given a priority and a 
small number selected for further investigation. 

Open Space 

1 	 Develop a strategy to increase access to Conservation Parks for appropriate 

recreation activities 


2 	 Investigate feasibility of Granite Park and Granite Trails in Wudinna/Minnipa area, 
including 

• 	 clarification of and documentation of the concept. 
• 	 identification of advantages and disadvantages, potential stakeholders and 

funders. 
• 	 draft development plan including a staged development, the role of 

stakeholders and branding and marketing strategies. 

3 Establish a comprehensive inventory of coastal recreation resources, including 
mapping the findings 

4 Explore opportunities to fund and develop a Coastal Strategy for the Eyre Peninsula 

5 Develop management plans at selected coastal sites to improve the recreation 
experience of visitors, whilst ensuring sustainable use 

6 Investigate provision of boat ramps in isolated locations, such as Farm Beach 

7 Investigate the feasibility of recycling water and use of storm water to maintain the 
Elliston wetlands and investigate its tourism potential 

8 Establish a plan to improve access to and amenities at Lake Newland 

Sport 

9 	 Review boundaries of sports, particularly football and netball. 

10 	 Review alternative structure for sports competitions, such as lightning carnivals and 
linking with other festivals, events and celebrations such as Agricultural Shows and 
Field Days 

11 	 Establish a range of sports development programs in rural communities, including 
club administrators courses, coaching and umpire accreditation and junior 
development 

12 	 Provide support to clubs and associations wishing to conduct sports events and 
tournaments 

13 	 Investigate sports club administrator mentor scheme 
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14 	 Establish a directory of available grants and subsidies available for the development 
and maintenance of recreation and sport facilities, programs and services and open 
space 

15 	 Investigate feasibility of establishing a Regional Sports Academy, including location, 
access by rural areas, programs, sports, funding etc. 

16 	 Investigate alternative sources of water to maintain turf sports facilities, including 

examples of successful schemes implemented elsewhere in SA 


17 	 Establish practical strategies for sharing recreation and sport facilities, including 

management structures, maintenance responsibilities, capital funding etc. Include 

case studies of successful examples 


Recreation 

18 Investigate the feasibility of establishing the"Eyre Trail" around the Eyre Peninsula 

19 Investigate the establishment of a series of 1/ drive and .... " trails, for activities such as 
surfing, sailing, fishing and diving 

20 Develop a Project Brief and seek funding for an Eyre Peninsula Bike Plan, including 
cycling on country roads as well as individual settlements 

21 Investigate the feasibility of extending the Investigator Trail, including use of the Port 
Lincoln to Coffin Bay disused rail line, and applicability of the Greenways Act 

22 Design and develop play areas in small communities, such as North Shields 

23 Investigate options for providing skate facilities in small communities 

General 

24 	 Prepare criteria for provision of specific types of recreation and sport facilities, such 
as catchment population, age profile etc 

25 	 Identify the basic minimum level of recreation and sport provision in settlements of 
various size 

26 	 Prepare a strategy and action plan to develop a joint school community sports hall at 
Kimba and CowelL Identify what actions are required to move the projects forward, 
addressing funding, design, management, use and maintenance. 

27 	 Develop common information bays at each major settlement 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

Consultations conducted on the Eyre Peninsula as part of preparation of a Recreation, Sport 
and Open Space Strategy, identified refurbishing or maintaining existing facilities and 
development of new facilities as a significant concern of clubs particularly given the 
declining population and hence membership base of many clubs and associations. 

In terms of facility provision, to ensure reasonable access to a range of recreation and sport 
opportunities, a basic core level of facilities should be provided in each township. A model 
of facility provision has been developed in response to the current concerns of clubs. The 
hierarchy of facilities proposed is a suggested framework, which provides local communities 
with a benchmark as to what is a reasonable level of facilities in different size communities. 

1.2 POPULATION 

The nine District Councils on the Eyre Peninsula had a combined population of 19,246 
comprising 34 %of the Peninsula's population. The size of each District Council varies from 
1,200 to 3,900. 

Whyalla is the largest local government authority on the Peninsula with 42% of the region's 
population followed by Port Lincoln which has 23% of the population. 

The population of the nine District Councils has declined by 3% since 1992. Whilst Lower 
Eyre Peninsula and Tumby Bay experienced a slight increase in popUlation the remaining 
seven District Councils all had a declining population. 

Overall, population growth has occurred in the southern part of the Eyre Peninsula whereas 
population decreases have occurred in the northern part of the Eyre Peninsula. 

TABLE 1.1: REGIONAL POPULATION 

Local Government 1999 

Ceduna 3,556 
Cleve 1,910 
Elliston 1,241 
Franklin Harbour 1,227 
Kimba 1,238 
LeHunte 1,552 
Lower Eyre Peninsula 3,863 
Streaky Bay 1,934 
TumbyBay 2,725 

Sub Total 19,246 

Port Lincoln 13,102 
Whyalla 23,650 

Sub Total 36,752 


TOTAL 55,998 
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When developing standards of provision for recreation and sport facilities, three factors 
must be considered: 

+ 	 The large geographic area of the Eyre Peninsula. 

+ 	 Location of Whyalla and Port Lincoln, the largest population centres at the 

extremities of the region, 


+ 	 Number of relatively small settlements with Ceduna the largest centre with 
approximately 3,000 people. Only Tumby Bay (1,100) and Streaky Bay (1,100) have a 
population in excess of 1,000, while five other towns have a permanent population 
greater than 500 (Kimba, Wudinna, Streaky Bay, Cummins, Cleve and Cowell). 

The effect of so few larger population centres is that bigger, more specialised facilities, 
catering for a regional population, are not financially viable in most parts of the peninsula. 
Thus access to regional facilities to most residents of the region is limited. 

It should be noted that Whyalla, as part of the Eyre Peninsula region, provides regional 
facilities. However, Eyre Peninsula residents do not regard Whyalla as part of their region 
and do not use its recreation and sport facilities. Similarly, Port Lincoln's regional facilities 
are not considered as servicing the Eyre Peninsula, except for the area immediately to the 
north. 

1.3 	 HIERARCHY OF FACILITIES 

There is no standard hierarchy of recreation and sport facilities in country areas. Within 
metropolitan areas three categories of open space are generally used; State, Regionaland 
Loca,lwhich incorporates district and neighbourhood, with each level requiring less land and 
servicing small catchment area. This classification is inadequate for classifying recreation and 
sport facilities in country areas, primarily because: 

+ 	 A large population base does not exist. 
+ 	 Settlements are discrete, with their own facilities. 
+ 	 Small settlements and rural areas surround larger settlements. 
+ 	 Recreation and sport activities tends to be undertaken within a relatively small 


community of interest. 


Given the unique factors which affect facility provision on the Eyre Peninsula a three tier 
hierarchy is proposed: 

Regional 

Facilities which are capable of hosting a major recreation or sporting event or tournament, 
such as a Country Championships. 

District 

Facilities which provide recreation and sporting opportunities for residents throughout the 
Council area. Many of these facilities cater for regional or sub regional finals matches and 
may be used for tournaments, events and competitions which attract visitors from outside 
the local area. Most of this category of facility are located in larger towns, rather than 
smaller communities, and include swimming pools, indoor recreation centres, football ovals 
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and single purpose club facilities such as bowling green. 

Local 

Facilities which provides recreation and sporting opportunities for residents in the 
immediate local area. This will normally include hard court area, hall and a local park with 
limited play equipment. 

1.4 INVENTORY OF FACILITIES 

A listing of recreation and sport facilities on the Eyre Peninsula is included in Appendix A. 
Facilities are listed under eight categories of: sports ovals, tennis/netball/ basketball courts, 
indoor sports courts, swimming pools, bowling greens, golf courses, specialist single 
purpose facilities and passive recreation areas. Each facility has then be categorised as local, 
district or regional. 

Sports Ovals 

One regional sports oval exists on the Eyre Peninsula at Wudinna which has a turf wicket 
and has hosted international cricket matches and SANFL games. 

The main criteria for determining a district standard oval is whether a football club uses the 
facility. The number of football teams has declined in recent years, due to amalgamations, 
with many clubs servicing a large catchment area, covering a large part of many District 
Council areas. 

Local sports ovals tend to cater for junior sport or cricket, including secondary school ovals 
used by sports clubs, but does not include primary school facilities. One of the features that 
distinguish them from district ovals is the lack of watering system. 

Tennis/netball/basketball Courts 

Most hard courts are used for at least two sports, usually tennis and netball or netball and 
basketbalL No regional tennis centres exist on the Eyre Peninsula. A number of complexes 
have more than six courts, but their location prohibits their consideration as a regional 
facility (eg. Streaky Bay). 

All other hard courts are classified as local facilities, and almost every township in the region 
has at least one tennis/netball court. 

Indoor Sports Courts 

The distribution of district standard indoor sports centres is adequate, with most centres 
located at the local secondary school. The only regional facility is the Ceduna Basketball 
Stadium, which is the only double court centre. 

Swimming Pools 

Ten swimming pools are located throughout the region, catering for an expanded local 
populations. Most are sited on Education Department land, with community access. The 
Eyre Peninsula has no 50 metre swimming pools. 
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Bowling Greens 

Bowling greens are similar to tennis courts, as most larger settlements have at least one 
bowling green. However, none can be classified as a regional facility, although many clubs 
host their own tournaments and carnivals which attract players from a wide catchment area. 

GolfCourses 

Golf courses with sand scrapes are widely distributed throughout the region and are 
classified as local facilities. 

Specialist Single Purpose Facilities 

A number of specialist facilities are located in the region, including equestrian, motor sports 
and a variety of other activities such as shooting. 

Parks 

Eyre Peninsula contains a large number of National Parks and Wildlife Service parks which 
are classified as regional facilities, including National Parks, Conservation Parks and one 
Recreation Park. 

The region has an extensive number of boating, sailing, surfing and swimming spots dotted 
around the coast. The number of locations are too numerous to catalogue, and vary from 
locations of State significant to areas primarily used by the local community. 

Local parks also exist in most settlements, and playgrounds are established at each primary 
schooL 
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2 	 FACILITY MODEL 

2.1 	 OVERVIEW 

A model for the provision of recreation and sport facilities must take account of the 

following issues: 


• 	 Council's cannot provide facilities in each settlement. 

• 	 Different standard of recreation and sport facilities will be available for various size 
settlements. 

• 	 Many facilities are developed in a staged program, particularly large projects. 

• 	 Local Government has an obligation to equitably distribute resources throughout the 
Council area, and to facilitate the provision of basic infrastructure in all communities. 

• 	 The viability of some facilities, over the longer term, is questionable due to the 

declining and ageing population in some rural areas. 


• 	 Some communities require additional assistance to maintain their basic recreation 

and sport (and other community) infrastructure. 


• 	 Most sporting facilities will be promoted and funded by clubs and associations. 
However, recreation parks do not have the same level of local support, as no specific 
group will raise funds to develop the facilities. 

2.2 	 GROUPING OF SETILEMENTS 

In determining an appropriate standard of recreation and sport facility for individual 

settlements on the Eyre Peninsula, the role of each settlement in terms of recreation and 

sport is a prime consideration. 


Major Regional Centres 

Both Whyalla and Port Lincoln have recreation and sport facilities which are only available 
in these cities and are unlikely to be provided in smaller settlements on the Eyre Peninsula, 
such as: 

Indoor swimming pool 

Synthetic hockey pitch 

Sports hall with three courts 

Golf course with greens 


Regional Centres 

Both CeS.una and Wudinna are regarded by the Eyre Peninsula community to be regional 
centres, from a and sport perspective. Wudinna is considered as being 
geographically central to the Eyre Peninsula. Ceduna is considered to be a self contained 
region on the far west coast, with a larger population than other settlements. 

Eastern Eyre is considered by the Eyre Peninsula Local Government Association to be a 
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distinct region within the Eyre Peninsula. However, agreement has not been reached on the 
location of a centre within Eastern Eyre. 

District Centres 

The settlements of Tumby Bay, Kimba, Streaky Bay, Elliston, Cummins, Cleve and Cowell 
generally serve the surrounding district. 

Local Centre 

The remaining settlements on the Eyre Peninsula have a relatively small permanent 
population, which in some instances increases substantially during holiday periods. 
Consequently, most recreation and sport facilities will serve the local community and 

BASIC FACILITY PROVISION 

Table 2.1 summaris~sthe basic stand;rrd of recreation and sportfacilities which should be 
available to residents on theEyre Peninsula. These standards are not intended to be 
mandatory, rather they should be regarded as benchmarks against which current provision 
can be assessed. 

TABLE 2.1: BASIC STANDARD OF PROVISION 

Settlement Facility Description 

Local Centre Hard court Two multi purpose courts, suitable for all court 
sports 

Hall At least 200 m2with toilets and basic kitchen, 
suitable for passive recreation activities 

Park Small park, at least 4,000 m2, with limited play 
equipment and an area suitable for informal ball 
games 

Local Centre-
Coastal 

Hard court Two multi purpose courts, suitable for all court 
sports 

Hall At least 200m2with toilets and basic kitchen, 
suitable for passive recreation activities 

Park Small park, at least 4000m2, with limited play 
equipment and an area suitable for informal ball 
games 

Boat ramp Single ramp 
----------
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Settlement 

District Centre 

Regional Centres 

, 

~--.-~----.--

Facility 

Playing field 

Hard court 

Sports hall 

Swimming pool 

Bowling green 

Golf course 

Specialist areas 

Parks 

Playing field 

Hard court 

Sports hall 

Swimming pool 

Bowling green 

Golf course 

Specialist areas 

Parks 

Description 

Full size, irrigated football oval, with concrete 
cricket wicket suitable for competition matches 

At least four floodlit courts, marked for both 
tennis and netball 

At least 33m x 17m, suitable for netball and other 
court sports 

Outdoor, 25m unheated pool 

At least one green 

At least 9 hole course with scrapes 

All weather boat ramp in coastal locations, and 
other facilities dependent upon local interests 

Small park, at least 4000m2, with play equipment 
suitable pre school children, primary school 
children and teenagers 

Full size, irrigated football oval, with concrete 
cricket wicket suitable for exhibition matches 

At least six floodlit courts, with at least four 
marked for either tennis or netball 

At least 35m x 20m, suitable for netball and other 
court sports 

Outdoor, 25m unheated pool 

At least one green 

At least 9 hole course with scrapes 

All weather boat ramp in coastal locations, and 
other facilities dependent upon local interests 

Small park, at least 4000m2, with play equipment 
suitable pre school children, primary school 
children and teenagers. (Note: Given the 
population of Ceduna it may have more than one 
fully developed park with play equipment] 
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FACILITY DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES 

Whilst determining the basic level of recreation and sport facilities appropriate for a 
settlement is important, equally important is to ensure facilities are efficiently and effectively 
developed. A series of principles are proposed which will guide the future development of 
recreation and sport facilities on the Eyre Peninsula. 

Facilities should: 

1. 	 Cater for people regardless of age, sex, culture, ability or income. 

2. 	 Be flexible to accommodate changing trends in leisure participation and activities 
overtime. 

3. 	 Enable the use of modern management practices, including use of volunteers and 
minimal paid staff. 

4. 	 Be shared by more than one group, and be suitable for multi-use, that is used for a 
number of activities. 

5. 	 Maximise public resources by locating facilities available public or community land, 
such as schools, and establish joint funding, maintenance and use agreements. 

6. 	 Be operated in an environmentally sustainable way, for example by use of renewal 
energy sources such as solar heating swimming pools and recycling storm water for 
irrigating ovals. 

7. 	 Be used to their maximum capacity by adding features which increase their potential 
use such as floodlighting and multi line marking on hard courts. 

8. 	 Be financially viable, that is operated, maintained and upgraded using the resources of 
the local community, including voluntary labour. 
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APPENDIX: INVENTORY OF RECREATION AND SPORT FACILITIES 

SPORTS OVALS 

Regional LocalDistrict 

Wudinna Cowell 
Kyancutta 
Kimba 

Buckleboo 
Ceduna (3) Kimba 
Poochera Nunjikompita 
Streaky Bay Ceduna (2) 
Lock Penong 
Elliston Piednippie 
North Shields Streaky Bay 
Cummins Murdinga 
Port Neill Karkoo 
TumbyBay Pt Kenny 
Cleve Elliston 
Cowell Cummins 

MtHope 
Lipson 
Cockaleechie 
Yallunda Flat 
Wharminda 
Tumby Bay (2) 
Cleve 
Waddikee 
Minnipa 
Yaninee 
Warramboo 
Smoky Bay 
Wangary 
Edillilie 
Arno Bay 
Dark Peak 
Kapinnie 
Ungarra 
Wirrulla 
Rudall 

. -~-- ..-..----..-.-..-----.... --~-~ --- . ---.-.....--~-
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TENNIS/BASKETBALUNETBALL COURTS 


Regional/District 

None 

Local 

Piednippie (3) 
Haslam (2) 
Cunjena (2) 
Calc a (2) 
Poochera (4) 
Streaky Bay (9,2) 
Wirrulla (3) 
Murdinga (4) 
Pt Kenny (2) 
Lock (6) 
Elliston (4) 
Wan gary (4) 
North Shields (4) 
Edillilie (4) 
Kapinnie (2) 
Cleve (8,2) 
Arno Bay (6) 
Dark Peak 
Rudall 
Coffin Bay (3) 
Louth (3) 
Tutamulla (3) 

. _V\la~t.tllGl (4) 

Local 

Buckleboo (6) 
Waddikee (6) 
Kimba (6) 
Minnipa (5) 
Yaninee (3) 
Kyancutta (3) 
Warramboo (5) 
Wudinna (6) 
DC Ceduna (6 x 1-4) 
Smoky Bay (6) 
Ceduna (4,3,3,2,6,4) 
Cummins (6) 
Ungarra (4) 
Cockaleechie (2) 
Yallunda Flat (2) 
Wharminda (4) 
Port Neill (2,4) 
Tumby Bay (5,2) 
Cowell (6,1) 
Mangalo (3) 

INDOOR SPORTS CENTRES 


Regional/District Local Local 

Ceduna (2 courts) Streaky Bay 
Cummins 
Cowell (Table Tennis) 
Wudinna 
Ceduna Area School 

Ceduna (2xsquash crts) 
Tumby Bay (2xsquash) 
Cleve 
Arno Bay (2xsquash) 

BOWLING GREENS 


Regional!District Local Local 

None Poochera (1) 
Streaky Bay (2) 
Wirrulla (1) 
Lock (2) 
Coffin Bay (1) 
Cummins (3) 
Cleve (2) 
Arno Bay (1) 
Cowell (2) 

Kimba (1) 
Minnipa (2) 
Wudinna (1) 
Ceduna (2) 
Ungarra (1) 
Port Neill (1) 
Tumby Bay (2) 
Tumby Bay (Croquet) 
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SWIMMING POOLS 


Regional 

None 

District 

Kimba 
Lock 
Cummins 
YIinnipa 
Ceduna 
Wudinna 
-

Local 

Streaky Bay 
Cleve 
Dark Peak 
Cowell 
Coffin Bay 

GOLF COURSES 


Regional/District 

None 

Local 

Streaky Bay (9) 
Wirrulla (9) 
Pt Kenny (9) 
Lock (18) 
Elliston (9) 
Coffin Bay (9) 
Cummins (18) 
Cleve (18) 
Dark Peak (9) 
Ceduna (18) 

Local 

Moongi (9) 
Waddikee (9) 
Kimba (18) 
Minnipa (18) 
Kyancutta (18) 
Smoky Bay (9) 
Port Neill (9) 
Tumby Bay (18) 
Cowell (18) 
Louth Bay (9) 

SPECIALIST FACILITIES 

Equestrian Sports 

Kimba Racecourse (Harness and Gallopers) 
Ceduna Racecourse 
Streaky Bay Racecourse 
Lock Racecourse 
Tumby Bay Racecourse 
Mortlock Park Pony and Showjumping Club (Tumby Bay) 
Oeve Showgrounds Dressage area 
Elliston Equestrian Area 

Motor Sports 

Kimba Go-Kart track 
Arno Bay Stock Car Circuit 
Elliston Dirt Circuit Sporting Car Club 
Stirling Raceway (Tumby Bay DC) 
Denial Bay Motocross track 
Cummins Motorcycle Track 
Louth Bay Motorcycle Club 
Ceduna Motorcycle and Dirt Circuit Track 
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Miscellaneous 

Wudinna Pistol Club 
Yanibee Pistol Club 
Cleve Pistol Club 
Karkoo Pistol Club 
Tumby Bay Pistol Club Range 
Ceduna Pistol Range 

Tumby Bay BMX track 

Ungarra Gun Club Range 
Cummins Gun Club 
Louth Bay Gun Club 

Coffin Bay Yacht Club 
Tumby Bay Yacht Club 
Ceduna Sailing Club 

Ceduna Rifle Range 
Pt Kenny Rifle Range 
Cummins Rifle Range 
Tumby Bay Rifle Range 
Cowell Rifle Range 

Recreation and Sport Facility Standards Page 12 

mailto:Philli�.Q@y









































































































































