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	Annual Report
2014
	Blackburn Junior Football Club

Morton Park, Central Road, Blackburn 3130

www.blackburnfc.com.au
Secretary: PO Box 5054 Laburnum Vic 3130

Email: blackburnjnr@efl.org.au

	For players, parents and supporters of the Blackburn Junior Football Club



On behalf of the committee of the Blackburn Junior Football Club I am very pleased to present the following annual report for season 2014
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2014 Highlights
Our 2014 season had many highlights, these include;

· Moved to On-line registrations (December 2013)
· Blackburn fielded 19 junior teams

· 430 registered players from under 9s to under 17s

· 2 girl teams in the YJFL

· 17 teams in the EFL, including 3 under 9 teams

· 12 competitive teams in the EFL

· 7 teams played finals 

· 6 teams played preliminary finals

· 4  teams played in grand finals
· 2 teams won grand finals

· Over 200 volunteers assisted each match day

· 5 players awarded EFL competition awards

· 2 players received EFL inter league competition acknowledgement

· 7 under 15 players were selected to represent the EFL at inter league level

· 9 under 14 players were selected to represent the EFL at inter league level

· A number of our under 17 players played TAC football, with one player being selected to play for Victoria at under 16 level.

· Visit to Morton Park by Nick Riewoldt (St Kilda)

· Visit to Morton Park by Shane Edwards, Matt Thomas and Ben Lloyd from the Richmond Football Club.
· In February Ben Griffiths kicked a “super goal” in the NAB pre-season football competition, and nominated Blackburn as his junior club. The club received a bag of footballs as a result. 

These achievements are truly remarkable and are a direct result of the time and effort that our players, coaches, committee and parents have put into our club. This level of commitment bodes well for the future of our club.

Blackburn is not simply about providing an opportunity for boys and girls to play football but sees itself as having an important role in supporting the broader community.  We continued to support important community causes such as Diabetes and Call to Arms. 
For the first time this year and in conjunction with the Blackburn District Primary Schools Association we hosted the inaugural grade 5/6 girls AFL round robin competition. There were 6 schools that participated on the day, which was opened by Mr Robert Clark. The competition was a hotly contested affair, with Blackburn Primary school victorious on the day. 

There were many other highlights but who could forget the hugely successful “Hypnotist” social function. I am betting there are a few who would like to forget. As with last year’s social event, all who attended the evening had a great time.
2014 Results
All of our teams performed remarkably well and must be congratulated not just for their performances but the way in which they have conducted themselves in 2014.

Congratulations to our three under 9 coaches for season 2014, Dave Couper, Dave Gloyas and Mick Montgomerie. It is always a hard ask to find first time coaches, however we were very fortunate this year to have these three well-credentialed and respected people volunteer to coach.

Based on feedback our Under 9s and Under 10s teams performed very well. I am also informed that on most occasions the games were fiercely contested affairs with Blackburn showing strength and courage in all games. This bodes well for our club, as our under 9s and under 10s are the future.
We had 7 of our 12 competitive teams play in finals, 6 teams made the preliminary final stage, and 4 teams made the Grand Final, with 2 teams winning the grand prize. 
Our under 11 blacks coached by Gavin Williams, our under 14 reds coached by Steve Richardson, our under 14 blacks coached by Tim Smith and our 15 reds coached by Steve Bodin all made it into the grand final.  

Congratulations to Gavin Williams and Tim Smith and their squads on being the EFL Under 11A and 14A Premiers.  For the Under 14 blacks it was their fourth premiership in a row which is a fantastic effort. While the under 11 blacks were premiers for the first time. This was however the second year in a row Blackburn have been premiers in this grade. 
These wins are achievements our club can be truly proud of. 

Our under 11 Blacks Flag
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Our under 14 Blacks Flag
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Player Awards
On Sunday August 24, we held our annual Presentation Day.  
All of the Under 9s teams were presented with participation trophies which generated some huge smiles.

We also acknowledged the achievements of over 80 players through the presentation of awards for the Best Team Player, Most Improved Player, Coach’s Award, Best Finals Player, Runner Up B&F and the Best & Fairest.
Congratulations to all our award recipients:
Blackburn Junior Football Club Award Recipients 2014
	2014
	Best & Fairest
	Runner up
	Coaches Award
	Best Team Player
	Most Improved
	Best finals' player

	17 Black
	Jacob  Bellis
	Jacob Epple
	Josh Sharman
	Xavier Maddern
	Josh Meyers
	Josh Sharman

	17 Red
	Jordan Harte
	Karl De Preu
	Zach Drysdale
	Jack Leong
	Josh Hayes
	

	15 Black
	Jackson Wright
	Mackenzie Doreian
	Michael Karaoglanis
	Andrew Bottomer 
	Kane Falahey
	Daniel Clarke

	15 Red
	Matthew Sandells
	Guy Lamond
	Jack Charles
	Josh Tuhan
	Jack Callanan
	Braiden Bodin

	15 Girls
	Taylah Morton
	Makayla Glare
	Ayla Williams
	Tricia Cowan
	Amanda Twaalfhoven
	

	14 Black
	Sam Harte
	Lachlan Bugeja
	Matthew Warren
	Nick Sund
	Thomas Crisfield
	Lachlan Bugeja

	14 Red
	Lochlan Richardson
	Angus McArdle
	Christian Scarcella
	Harry Prout
	Ronnie McNeil
	Will Kishazi

	13 Black
	Kieren Hubber
	Kyle Dodson
	Flynn Phillips
	Jarvis Matuschka
	Zach Hayes
	

	13 Red
	Joseph Bennett
	Hamish McLean
	Sam Leong
	Max Charles
	Mathew Finis
	

	12 Black
	Jamie Glare
	Jack Woods
	Nathan Crampton
	Tom O’Shannassy
	Ben Hammond
	

	12 Red
	Josh Pollock
	Thomas Jones
	Zac Burge
	Eli Millard
	Max Fijan
	

	12 Girls
	Hannah Jacobs
	Ruby Power
	Mia Pitruzzello
	Georgia Richardson
	Alissa Ramsdale
	

	11 Black
	Youseph Dib
	Kieran Rice
	Jordan Pitman
	Tom Smith
	Alfie Williams
	Youseph Dib

	11 Red
	Haiden Gaylard
	Jack Sunderland
	Aiden Penny
	Stuart McGann
	Tarkyn Baxter
	

	10 Black
	Ted Hood
	Ben Van Twest
	Luke Tully
	Aidan Petrowski
	Darcy O’Brien
	

	10 Red
	Joel Carter
	Hunter Hopkins
	Julian Bothroyd
	Lachie Hardie
	Sean Warren
	


Other Player Achievements

Throughout the year a number of players were recognised for their outstanding football abilities. These achievements were;
· Jack Roughsedge was deputy vice-captain of the under 16 Victorian Metro team 
· Jackson Wright, Daniel Clarke, Mackenzie Doreian, Tom Maher, Dylan Feltham, Zac Holland and Michael Karaoglanis were all selected in the EFL’s U15s interleague teams

· Lachie Bugeja, Lachie Harry, Sam Harte, Jack Kritopolous, Josh Murray, Nick Sund, Tim Van Twest, Jacob Bourke and Jack Wilson were all selected in the EFL’s U14 interleague teams.

· Youseph Dib, EFL runner up Best & Fairest in the U11 A grade competition.

· Sam Harte was awarded the EFL’s best player in the U14-1 inter league team.  

Sam was also the EFL runner up Best & Fairest in the U14 A grade competition.
· Muon Le, EFL runner up Best & Fairest in the U15 D grade competition

· Mackenize Doreian was awarded the EFL”s best player in the U15-2 inter league team. 

· Jackson Wright, EFL Best & Fairest in the U15 A grade competition. This is the second year in a row that Jackson has been awarded the competition’s Best & Fairest award. 

· Xavier Maddern, EFL runner up Best & Fairest in the U17 premiership competition.
· The following players either played TAC or were in TAC squads in 2014. Matthew Herman (Oakleigh Charges), Xavier Maddern (Oakleigh Charges), Jacob Bellis (Oakleigh Charges), Jack Roughsedge (Oakleigh Charges), Matthew Pollock (Oakleigh Charges), Peter Alier (Oakleigh Charges), Mark Usatov (Oakleigh Chargers), Sam Van Der Haar (Oakleigh Charges), Jake Parente (Eastern Rangers) and Cooper Winter (Eastern Rangers). 
Coaching achievements

We have many talented and dedicated coaches at Blackburn.

Steve Bodin was nominated for the central region’s “coach of the year award”. While Steve was unsuccessful in winning this award, his achievement in lifting this years’ U15 Reds into the grand final was a truly magnificent effort. Well done Steve, you have done  yourself and the club proud.
Club Achievements

We would also like to congratulate Deb Sandells, our treasurer and Danni Quinlan, our operations manager on being awarded the “Deakin Community award” The Deakin Community Awards seeks to celebrate the efforts of dedicated volunteers within local community organisations. This award provided the club with an opportunity for us to select contributors’ who deserve recognition and thanks for their significant contribution.
Volunteers

It takes a lot of work to run a club of our size and I would like to thank everyone who has assisted this year.

Each week we have close to 200 volunteers. 
While there are far too many people to mention here, I would like to thank:

· Our team managers for their team orientated work and the work they do in supporting the club as a whole. 

· Our coaches and assistant coaches who dedicate so much time to their players and in particular to our retiring coaches for their efforts over the past two years: Scott Hardie, Dwayne Rabel, Dean Thorn, Pat Mannix, Tim Smith and Mick Lafferty who have all completed their second year coaching assignments. We hope to see you all at the club in season 2015, hopefully undertaking other coaching/club assignments.
· To our runners and trainers whose roles are critical but often go unnoticed.

· To all our parents who assist each week in doing the boundary, goal umpiring, umpire escort and other assorted tasks. Without this assistance each team could not take to the field.
· Craig Smith, for overseeing the continued set up and development of our girls program. While Craig is no longer a member of our committee, he continues to contribute to the successful running of our club.

Blackburn players receiving their EFL awards
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Xavier
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Jackson 
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Mackenzie
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Mackenzie with proud Dad Craig
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Sam 
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Youseph
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Jackson and Sam

Committee

I would personally like to thank my fellow committee members who invest so much time behind the scenes, particularly:
· Paul Leydin – Vice President, for all his hard work and support he provided me throughout the year.
· Graham Porteous – Player welfare and head trainer. Graham has indicated that he will be stepping down from the committee this year after many years of active service. While Graham will continue in his role of head trainer, his guidance and support will be sorely missed. Thank you Graham for all the time and effort you have put in over a prolonged period. 
· Charlie Millard – Facilities and property manager, for his hours of effort, particularly in setting up and closing down each Sunday. 
· David Ramsdale – Football Operations Manager. Dave spends many hours during October ensuring the club gets the best coaches possible for the up-coming season. Dave then works very closely with all coaches during the pre-season period and then into the season providing guidance and assistance whenever required. During his spare time he looks into initiatives as to how we can improve and develop our coaches and players.
· Terry Monteiro – Club Secretary. Next year will be Terry’s fourth in this administrative position. Terry is extremely diligent and knowledgeable in all club matters, Terry is held in high esteem by the EFL for the work he puts in. Terry also received an award from the club in 2014 for the outstanding work he has undertaken. 
· Deb Sandells – Treasurer in keeping the books and ensuring we are in a sound financial position
· Danni Quinlan – Operations Manager and team management. At the start of each season Danni spend countless hours working with all Team Managers to ensure they are aware of the EFL and club requirements prior to the start of the season. Danni then ensures that all teams are kept up to date with all relevant information throughout the season.
There are a number of other contributors I would also like to thank.
· Di Cleary and daughters Bridget and Megan who have manned our canteen every week during the season.

· Pru Williams for organising our family nights and the “Hypnotist” event. Job well done. Pru will not be undertaking these duties next season, as she will be assisting Danni in season 2015.  
· Steve Nankervis for his astute running of our refreshment stand and all other roles such as ‘fill in secretary” Steve is our “Mr Invisible”, as whenever there is a task to do, Steve arranges for it to be done. Steve also received an award from the club in 2014 in recognition of the service he provides the club. 

· David Webb for all his assistance in running the uniform shop, coordinating this year’s photos, sending out our communications and a whole heap more. David will not be continuing his role in 2015, so I would like to thank you David for the past 3 years. David Dornseiff who has joined the committee will take over these roles.
· Michael Meehan – AUSKICK coordinator

· Chris Nieuwenhuizen – Registrar

· Paul Murray, Brett Bugeja and Amanda McNeil (sponsorship drive). 
Thanks also to all the parents, grandparents, brothers and sisters who have supported our players and the Club this season.
Finances
The Junior Club operates as a separate financial entity to the seniors and does not pay any dividends to the seniors although we do share in the facility costs (e.g. ground hire, lighting etc.)
Several years ago, the Junior Club reviewed its financial position and recognised that one of the greatest risks to the future of the Club was the continued sponsorship and fundraising. As a consequence we reviewed our fee structure to ensure that our fees reflected the actual cost of playing (i.e. cost of jumpers, EFL fees, Council fees and chargers etc.): fundraising would then be used for additional activities (e.g. fund presentation day, trophies, special events, new equipment, break up nights, etc.
The Junior Club finished the year in a sound financial position, thanks to some very astute financial management over recent years. 
While decisions relating to season 2015 are still to be made, the club will do all it can to maintain fees in line with this year. 
Senior Club
The senior and junior football clubs enjoy a very healthy partnership. We are aiming to build on this partnership even further in season 2015. In March this year the “all of club” jumper presentation started our season. This presentation is something to be very proud of, as we are the only club in the EFL who undertakes this.  I would like to congratulate Garry Connelly and his committee on their efforts during season 2014. Both the seniors and juniors have worked well together throughout the season, which something as a club we can very proud of.
After missing finals action last year, both our first and seconds this year made it through to play first division finals football. As we speak, our under 19 colts play in this weeks “Grand Final”. Good Luck to Paul Harte and the team!!!!

Auskick
We have maintained (through Michael Meehan) a very close association with our three local centres, namely Blackburn, Blackburn Lake and Laburnum, from which around 90% of our players come from. During the season I took the opportunity to visit all three centres, and as always I was most impressed at what I saw. In May this year and in conjunction with the senior club we conducted a “super clinic” at Morton Park for all three centres. This clinic was a success. Throughout the season, Michael arranged with AUSKICK centres on a number of occasions to play “Grid Games” at half time when Blackburn was playing home games.  We would also like to congratulate the Blackburn Lake and Laburnum centres on having a number of their coaches nominated for the coach of the year award in the central region. Well done!!
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2015 Committee

The Club conducted its Annual General Meeting on August 19th, 2014.  I am pleased to advise the 2015 Committee will be:

· President – Pat Mannix
· Vice President – Paul Leydin
· Player Welfare – Tim Jacobs (welcome Tim)
· Secretary – Terry Monteiro
· Treasurer – Deb Sandells

· Football Manager – David Ramsdale

· Operations Manager – Danni Quinlan

· Property Manager – Charlie Millard
· Strategy and general executive member – Michael Johnson.
We also welcome back Steve Nankervis, Pru Williams, Brett Bugeja, Amanda McNeil, Paul Murray, Darren and Karen Wilson, Michael Meehan, Dwayne Rabel, Tony Power, Tony de Preu and Dean Thorn.  I would also like to thank Justin O’Connor, David Dornsieff and Dave Couper who have agreed to join as general members of our committee for 2015;

More assistants needed
With the growth of the Club, it is fair to say there is a lot more to do to keep the Club successful.  We are keen to hear from anyone who could spare some time to help.  We are particularly keen to hear from people who could assist with the following;
· Family night coordinator – responsible for overseeing the 7 family nights and the possible coordination of our annual social night.
· Coordinator to oversee the morning set ups for game days at Morton Park. 
· Social media coordinator. We require someone who is “social media” savvy to assist the club in using these channels as best as we possibly can.
If you are able to help out, on any the above or in any other capacity could you please send a note to the club secretary at blackburnjnr@efl.org.au. Or speak to a member of the committee.
Leaving players and families

To all our players who are leaving our junior program this year, the club would like to wish you well in your future endeavours, and that as you go forward that you remember your time at Blackburn. We do however hope to see a number of you join the Blackburn Football Club colts program next year and that you and your families will continue to have an association with the Blackburn Football Club.
Strategy for success

We are immensely proud of the Club’s success. This hasn’t occurred by accident but rather through a strong community focus, an emphasis on player participation and development, the development of strong linkages with our local Auskick centres and schools and many dedicated people who support the club in many ways.

To administer our club, the club has over many years worked on and developed a very comprehensive set of policies and processes. 
All policies and processes are reviewed annually by the committee, and where it is deemed necessary, they are adjusted. Every two years we seek feedback from our community on these policies and processes, and accordingly we invite your feedback. To provide feedback please send an email to the club secretary. Our email address is blackburnjnr@efl.org.au.
Message from Vice President Paul Leydin

Season 2014 brings an end to the presidency of Michael Johnson who has, like others before him, led the club with distinction. His commitment and dedication to get things done and the time, effort and energy he has devoted to the club has been amazing.  Mick was recently announced 2014 Best Clubman which is a well deserved recognition for his outstanding service and contribution to the club over many years, but particularly as president. I know I speak on behalf of our committee (s), parents and players in thanking Mick for a wonderful job.

Counting Down to 2015
2015 already looks to be a big year for the Club.

We again anticipate having approximately 20 teams with multiple teams in all age groups, increasing our numbers to around 450. 
We plan to field teams in both the EFL and YJFL. We also intend to introduce an Under 18 girls’ side in the YJFL competition.
We have already called for coaches for season 2015, and interested aspirants can contact David Ramsdale (0414580554) for a discussion and if appropriate register their interest. 

We are also pleased that Gavin Williams will again be providing specialist running skills. These sessions will be coordinated by the respective coaches. 

Once coaches have been appointed they will be in contact will all players to discuss any pre-season programs they may wish to run.

While it is still to be confirmed, as we need to await news from the EFL, we again intend to open for registrations in December 2014, with our traditional registration day following in mid-February. Full details relating to registrations will be issued in the coming months. 

In a new initiative, the club is looking to appoint a “Director of Coaching”. This position is designed to develop, assist and work with our coaches to help them to further develop our players.  This upcoming appointment is something the club is very excited about. We shall provide further news on this exciting development as they come to hand.
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While it has been fantastic that our club has enjoyed enormous on-field success in season 2014, it would mean very little if our players and supporters did not enjoy themselves. I believe to this extent we are truly fortunate, that as a club we have developed a strong and successful culture where as a community we can all take pride in being a part of our club.  

In closing, I would just like to say thank you to everyone who has supported me as the President over the past two years, particularly my family, Annette, Callum, Ronan and Ethan.  I ask that you all get behind Pat, our new president and his team in season 2105
Kind regards

Michael Johnson

President

Blackburn Junior Football Club
“GO BURNERS”
We look forward to seeing you all back at the club in season 2015

Finally we cannot continue to be the club we are and grow without the support of our sponsors. We are extremely grateful to all those who have got behind us in season 2014, and we look forward to welcoming you all back in season 2015. Please find following a list of sponsors for 2014.

Our 2014 sponsors: 
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AWM Electrical Wholesalers

[image: image29.jpg]]

UNDER ARMOUR.





[image: image30.jpg]SIGNWAVE

So Much More Than Signs~

BLACL IR 9874 1301




[image: image31.jpg]



[image: image32.jpg]



[image: image33.jpg]*
* %
Delivering
you the world
of electrical
CONTROLS e

www.nawcontrols.com.au  Phone: (03) 9464 6555





[image: image34.jpg]||||||||




[image: image35.jpg]SEELEY:

INTERNATIONAL




[image: image36.jpg]



[image: image37.png]



[image: image38.jpg]BRETT GRIMLEY
» S AL ES

®





[image: image39.jpg]Chasie __
Fu/l=
M 0427 350 280

FUZEELECTRICAL.COM.AU




[image: image40.jpg]RITTER

Thay- ’s what we 92





[image: image41.jpg]RY

ROJOFaCf]
LARGE FORMAT PRINTING MATERIALS





[image: image42.jpg]CPartnerPacific




[image: image43.jpg]