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      ILLAWARRA JUNIORS
AFL South Coast Incorporated 

ABN: 83 986 595 815

Minutes of the Illawarra Juniors Administration Committee Delegates Meeting

held at the Dapto Leagues Club on Thursday 16 April 2014 at 7pm 


MINUTES

1. Present Committee: Mike Christie, Virginia Wise, Bill Reid, Peter Gamble, Dave Johnson
Present Delegates:, Geoff Pryke (Tigers), Glen Bachelor (Swans), Tony Baerwinkel (Dapto), Wayne Barrett, Mick Marning (Lions), Allan Cooper (Crows), Steve Thorne (Roos)., Simon Williams (Power), 

Guests:  
Apologies:  Jason Kopke (Pt Kembla)
Absent: Hawks
2. Last meetings minutes: accepted by Tony Baerwinkel, seconded by DJ.
3. Business Arising:
· Mike asked Tony B how Pt Kembla/Dapto merger is working out.Tony advised numbers appear healthy.  Apprx 48 juniors + 20 A/K’s registered.
· Mike reported on AFLSC extraordinary meeting held at Shoalhaven Ex Servo’s re 2015 U/18 comp.  

· Attended by AFLSC board + reps from senior clubs and Lions and Swans juniors,

· Board gave commitment that there will be a competition for 16 -19 y/o’s in 2015.

· Clubs committed to actively recruiting for this comp.

· Vote re format of the comp was called by Peter Riley.  Vote determined that comp will be played on Saturdays before senior games.  Comp will be administered by South Coast senior’s.   Any club can enter an U/18 team in the comp (including junior clubs) but they must align with a senior club for fixturing.  A player registered in this age group must play U/18’s if a game is schedules that day before playing seniors.
· Discussion re Illawarra junior age groups.  Wayne advised it seems foolish to run the U/18’s the same way they have for the past few seasons and expect the outcome for this age group to be any better than the last 2 years when the comp has folded due to lack of numbers.  Wayne reiterated his earlier proposal that juniors should revert to odd age groups with U/17’s being the top junior age.
Gin advised AFLSC are not prepared to alter age groups at this time.  Glen asked when the board will not consider changing when keeping players past 16 is proving so difficult.  Gin advised this is based on the loss of numbers whenever age groups are altered and Illawarra juniors are just recovering numbers in younger age groups (up to U/12’s) from last change.  
Geoff Pryke advised that 3 Tigers 15 y/o’s who were going to play U/16’s with Swans this season have decided not to play due to inclusion of 17 y/o’s in this years comp.

Simon advised that notification of extraordinary meeting re 2015 U/18’s comp did not state that the competition format and administration were going to be finalized at the meeting and junior clubs were not given the chance to have input as most were not present.  Mike responded that all clubs were notified of the meeting and had the opportunity to attend.  Simon reiterated that the notification of the meeting did state there would be no further discussion or consultation on the issue and the competition format would be finalized that night. The outcome was always going to be that favored by the senior clubs as they outnumbered the junior clubs in the vote. Junior delegates agreed that there has been insufficient consultation on next year’s top age group and that the junior committee should make a submission to the AFLSC Board that the top age group – be it U/17’s or U18’s – should be part of the junior comp and run by the juniors.
Simon stated he would also like to see some discussion about the structure of the agenda of future regional delegates meetings.  For example, it should include a strategy discussion as a standing item.
4. Correspondence:  none tabled
5. Chairman’s Report:  
· Mike reported on the outcomes from last week’s AFLSC Board Meeting that relate to Illawarra Juniors:
· Clubs are asked to nominate someone who can put photos on the AFLSC website.  AFLSC are very keen to drive traffic to the website which is the central resource for all things footy on the south coast.
· Game day schedule  for NEAFL game to be played at NDP on 6/7/14 has been finalised as follows:

· Illawarra Lions at 9am

· NEAFL at 12pm

· Womens AFL at 2pm

· South Coast Seniors at 4pm.

· Mike advised Illawarra Mercury require results by Monday morning to appear in that weeks junior sport section.  Mike advised results can run 2 weeks late.  Gin advised Footyweb now sends results email at 8pm Sunday night which can be forwarded to Mercury.  Mike Driscoll at the Mercury has asked for dates of special games/rounds (ie Holly Dalton Cup) that they can hang a story on that they will send a photographer to.
6. Competition Manager Report:
· No report
7. Youth Girls Manager:
· No report
8. Representative Manager Report:  
· PSSA U/12 game v rep side – date TBA.
· In response to question re school rep AFL in the Illawarra Peter clarified PSSA, Catholic and Independent school rep systems re age groups (u/12 and U/15) and qualification.
9. Umpires Coordinators Report: 
· Bill reiterated that hold and release rule has ended as there has been some questioning of umpires re why hold and release has not been applied in previous round.
· It has been noted that goal ump’s are not always in place when games start.  Team managers are to ensure teams goal ump is appointed and in goals at start of game.

· Umpire escorts should be provided for all junior matches.  Ground manager can do this.

· ERC and ground manager vests should be worn.

· Ground manager:

· should be supplied with plenty of umpire pmt slips

· to ensure team sheets have been supplied to him by half time.

· Should have red and yellow cards to display

10. Football Operations Manager: 
· Gin thanked club delegates for their efforts in getting games on given the terrible conditions over the first few weeks of the season.  Weather has been so bad even Loseby Park was closed.
· Round 3 rescheduled to Anzac long weekend.  PK v Crows to play 27/4 (U/9’s to U/12’s).

· Other clubs to confirm by 17/4 if they can play 27/4.

· Figtree confirmed they are keen  (playing Bowral)

· Tigers and Kiama are keen to reschedule their games for 27/4.

· Lions and Swans advised they may struggle as Lions have Bunnings BBQ booked and Swans can’t use Myambar.

· Gin reiterated goal umps must complete score cards.  Team managers must complete team sheets correctly and give correct copy to ground mgr and opposition.
· Even up rule was clarified.

11. AFL Development Manager Report: 
· DJ congratulated clubs on their Auskick programs and numbers.

· Clubs should contact DJ with numbers for A/K packs

· Swans Cup comp for high schools to be held in May (U/14’s on 6/5, U/16’s  on 8/5) at NDP or Thomas Dalton (TBC).
· AFL is working with Amity College (formerly Sule College)  in Shellharbour.  AFL offering free club membership to students as part of multicultural program.  Clubs to contact DJ for subsidy.

· Coaching course was held at NDP on 5/4.  Apprx 30 in attendance.

· DJ has teardrop flags for clubs with AFL and Wave FM logo.

· Wave FM breakfast broadcasts are continuing.  Wainora is next up.
12. Lions Liaison Report: No Report
13. General Business:
14. Committee Discussion/Decisions
· None
15. Next Meeting: 15 May at 7pm – delegates invited from 7pm to 8.30pm.  
16. Meeting Closed: 9.45pm   
