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OCEANIA SWIMMING ASSOCIATION CONGRESS
Copthorne Hotel, Christchurch, New Zealand

07 June 2008

1230 hours

1 ATTENDANCE

President Bill Matson occupied the Chair.
Neil Martin AUS Honorary Secretary

Dennis Miller FIJ Honorary Treasurer

Bill Sakovich AMS Delegate

Glenn Tasker AUS Delegate

Lawrie Cox AUS Delegate

Ray Preston CKI Delegate

Angela Probert FIJ Delegate

Willie Elaisa FIJ Delegate

E Ann Keith GUM Delegate

Cris Lindborg MHL Delegate

Sue Edwards NZL Delegate

Murray Coulter NZL Delegate

Annabel Lyman PAL Delegate

Elizabeth Wells PNG Delegate

Sarenah Pini PNG Delegate

Kerrie Punivalu SAM Delegate

Paul Lang TAH Delegate

Lynne Bates AUS FINA Bureau Member

John Devitt AUS Honorary Member

Observers

Don Blew AUS Chair FINA Technical Swimming Committee

Victor Wales HAW Associate Member Delegate

Pat Takeshita HAW Associate Member Delegate

Patricia Honore NCL Associate Member Delegate

Lesley Huckins NZL 

Jo Davidson NZL

Peter Graham AUS

Joan Matson NZL

David Gerrard NZL

John West NZL

Robin Hood NZL

Ross Butler NZL

Michael Dodds NZL

Mike Byrne NZL

Geoff Hare AUS

John Keppie AUS

Clive Rushton NZL

Esther Price NZL

Ross Bragg NZL

Lyn Sutherland NZL

Dave Beattie NZL

Johanna Martin AUS

Hennie Tasker AUS

Apology

Stuart Aldritt AUS Honorary Member

Absent

Federated States of Micronesia

Northern Mariana Islands

2. OPENING OF CONGRESS

The President as Chairman of the meeting opened the meeting and welcomed all delegates and observers. The Chair recognized in particular Mrs. Lynne Bates, FINA Bureau Member and Mr. Don Blew, FINA Technical Swimming Committee Chair, Mr. Robin Hood Member FINA Technical Diving Committee, Mrs. Sue Edwards Member FINA Technical Synchronized Swimming Committee, Mr. Dennis Miller Member Technical Open Water Swimming Committee, and Dr David Gerrard, Member FINA Sports Medicine Committee.
3. CONFIRMATION OF REGISTER OF DELEGATES

The Register of Delegates was confirmed by the Honorary Secretary and the Honorary Treasurer confirmed that all voting delegates were from Federations that were financial. All Federations who had earlier indicated they would attend the Congress were present. The Chair then explained the voting process and sought the approval of the meeting to appoint Mrs Joan Matson and Mr John Devitt as scrutineers. The delegates approved this proposal unanimously. The Chair then sought approval of the Delegates to bring forward later in the meeting two motions for which notice had not already been given. The Chair briefly described these motions and the Delegates unanimously approved the request.

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The minutes of the General Congress held in Cairns AUS on 09 July 2006 were received. The President asked for a motion to accept the minutes as a true record. NZL moved and FIJ seconded that the minutes be accepted as true and accurate record. The delegates carried this motion unanimously.

5. PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The President indicated he had received a letter of greetings and best wishes for the Congress from Mr. Eldon Godfrey President of the Union Americana de Natacion. The President asked the Honorary Secretary to read the letter to the Congress. The President commented that the last four years had started with the Fiji Mandatory Congress in 2004, the first under the new rules for OSA and the first Congress held separately from the South Pacific Games. The President indicated that it was entirely appropriate that there should be an Oceania Championships and Mandatory Congress in 2008, the Centenary Year of FINA. There were no new Federations who had joined in the last four years, although there had been some interest from unaffiliated Federations.  The President indicated that FINA now had 195 affiliated Federations and that it would be great if the 200th Federation came from Oceania. 

On the issue of Development, the President indicated he had been instructed by the last Mandatory Congress to pursue this with vigour. This started with an indication of support from FINA in Indianapolis in 2004 of a development grant for Oceania of US$10000. It had then taken till 2007 to formalize this and turn it into the Oceania FINA Centenary Development Programme. This Programme had been a great success and the President thanked ONOC and Swimming Australia for their funding and the Honorary Secretary for bringing this Programme to a reality. He also thanked Swimming Australia for releasing two of its coaches Leigh Nugent and Bernie Mulroy to run the Programme. The President also commented that there had been the usual Clinics and Courses throughout the Continent over the last few years and he thanked all who had contributed, especially the hosts and the lecturers.
In relation to the Championships, the President indicated it had been pleasing to see the increased number of athletes and the improving standards of the 2006 Oceania Championships. He also indicated it had been pleasing to see so many Oceania Federations represented at the 2007 FINA World Championships in Melbourne. He was pleased to report that the first Oceania Masters Championships had been successfully held in Fiji during the quadrennium.  He thanked Associate Members New Caledonia and Hawaii and was pleased with their continued commitment and thanked the French and USA Swimming Federations for their continued support in this regard. He expressed once again his disappointment that it had not been possible to include the disciplines of Diving and Water Polo in the Oceania Championships.
The President thanked Swimming Australia for its ongoing support in 2005 and 2007 for funding an Oceania Team to the Australian Youth Olympic Festival. The President thanked the Office Holders and Executive Members- the Honorary Secretary Neil Martin who had filled the position following the passing of the late Mr Roger Smith, the Honorary Treasurer Dennis Miller, and the two other Executive Members Liz Wells and Bill Sakovich. He thanked Swimming Australia for its support in providing resources for the Honorary Secretary’s role and acknowledged the efforts over a number of years of the outgoing CEO of Swimming Australia Mr. Glenn Tasker. 

In closing the President thanked all delegates and Federations for their support over the last 17 years. He commented it had been wonderful to see the growth in numbers and strength that had happened since the formation of the OSA in 1991. He felt Oceania could hold its head high in its relationships with the other four Continents.

6. FINANCIAL REPORT

Copies of the Financial Report had been circulated. The Honorary Treasurer indicated the previous two years had been quiet financially with income from membership fees and FINA, and the only significant costs having been for the development of the OSA website and for travel. He thanked Swimming Australia for assisting with the costs of the Honorary Secretary activities, and thanked the member Federations for their cooperation in paying their membership fees and FINA for its support of the Association. He acknowledged the FINA Centenary Development Programme which had been funded by Swimming Australia, ONOC and FINA, with payments and receipts through Swimming Australia. He moved the report be received. PNG seconded this motion. The Delegates received and approved the Report unanimously.

7. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS (INCLUDING ELECTION OF OCEANIA NOMINEES FOR FINA BUREAU 2009-2013)

The Chairman called for nominations for the position of President of OSA (given that he was standing down). Only one nomination was received from Fiji for Dennis Miller. With the consent of the delegates, the Chairman declared Dennis Miller duly elected to the role of President.

The Chairman called for nominations for the position of Honorary Secretary. Only one nomination was received from Australia for Neil Martin. With the consent of the delegates, the Chairman declared Neil Martin duly elected to the position of Honorary Secretary.

The Chairman called for nominations for the position of Honorary Treasurer. Two nominations were received- Murray Coulter from New Zealand and Liz Wells from PNG. The Chairman called for a ballot which was duly conducted and the Chairman announced Liz Wells as being duly elected to the position of Honorary Treasurer.

The Chairman then called for nominations for the two other Executive positions. Two nominations were received- Bill Sakovich from American Samoa and Murray Coulter from New Zealand. The President declared both nominees as being duly elected to the Executive positions.

The Chairman then announced the voting procedure for the FINA Bureau nominations. He explained that there would be three steps to the election. The first ballot would be for the first Bureau position which Oceania gets as a right under the FINA rules. The second ballot would be for the “rest of the world” position allocated to Oceania. The third and final ballot would be to choose the Vice President nominee from the two successful candidates chosen in the first and second ballots. 
Australia (AUS) asked for clarification on the voting procedure and questioned certain elements of the procedure as had been outlined by the Chairman. The Chairman addressed these questions and indicated his position that the voting procedure was correct. Australia (AUS) then requested that the results of the ballots be announced by the Chair. The Chairman agreed to this request.

Nominations were then called for the first position. Australia nominated Mrs Lynne Bates, Fiji nominated Dennis Miller and New Zealand nominated Dr David Gerrard. A ballot was conducted and the Chairman announced the results as 19 to Dennis Miller, 4 to Mrs Bates, and 2 to Dr Gerrard. The Chairman announced the election of Dennis Miller to the first position.

Nominations were then called for the second position. Australia nominated Mrs Lynne Bates, New Zealand nominated Dr David Gerrard and PNG nominated Neil Martin. Australia then requested to the Chairman that all three nominees accept their nomination. All three nominees concurred when the Chairman asked them in turn. A ballot was then conducted and the Chair announced the results as 21 to Neil Martin, 2 to Mrs Bates, and 2 to Dr David Gerrard.  The Chairman announced the election of Neil Martin to the second position.
The Chairman then announced a ballot would be taken for the choice of the Vice President nomination between Mr Miller and Mr Martin. A ballot was conducted and the Chair announced the results as 21 to Neil Martin, 2 to Dennis Miller and 2 abstentions. The Chairman then announced the election of Neil Martin to the Vice President nomination.

8. PROPOSALS FROM AFFILIATED FEDERATIONS

As there were no proposals other than the two earlier foreshadowed by the Chairman, he announced that he would deal with these under Item 10 on the agenda.

9. OCEANIA MASTERS SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2009.

The Honorary Secretary announced that only one proposal had been received for the 2009 Oceania Masters Swimming Championships and this was from Australian Masters Swimming. He announced that a presentation document from Australian Masters Swimming was available for perusal by the Federations. The Chairman asked for questions and, as there were none, he asked the delegates for their endorsement of the proposal. The delegates then unanimously endorsed the proposal.
10. PARTICIPATION OF OCEANIA SWIMMING ASSOCIATION AT THE AOC YOUTH FESTIVAL JANUARY 2009.

The Chairman asked for views of this agenda item, noting that Swimming Australia had supported this financially on two previous occasions, and were now also supporting the more broadly based development programme, the first one of which was the FINA Centenary Development Programme in 2008. Fiji spoke in favour of the recent FINA Centenary Development Programme. The Chairman proposed to the delegates that this matter be passed over to the OSA Executive to determine the right course of action and there was general agreement on this from the delegates.
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS FOR WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN.

The Chairman indicated that he would put forward here the two motions that were foreshadowed at the beginning of the Congress. The first of these was a request by FINA for minor changes to the OSA Constitution to bring all Continental Association Constitutions into agreement. The Chairman spoke in favour of this motion and put it to the delegates and the motion was carried unanimously.

The second was a motion put forward by Australia, the effect of which would allow either or both Oceania FINA Bureau members who are not already on the OSA Executive to move automatically into the newly created position of Vice President of the OSA. The Chairman spoke in favour of this motion and put it to the Delegates and the motion was carried unanimously.

The Chairman then asked the Honorary Secretary to report on the FINA Centenary Development Programme. The Honorary Secretary quoted from the report written by the two coaches who conducted the programme. All Federations who had participated then expressed thanks and strong support for the Programme. 

PNG then spoke of the need for a Coaches Accreditation Programme for Oceania. The suggested name would be the Oceania Islands Coaching Accreditation Programme. After a brief discussion the Chairman suggested this topic be passed to the Oceania Executive. There was general agreement amongst the delegates for this to happen. 

The Chairman then handed the Chair to the incoming President of the OSA Mr Dennis Miller.

New Zealand then proposed Honorary Membership of the OSA be conferred on Mr Bill Matson. New Zealand then read a Citation for the history, contributions and achievements of Mr. Bill Matson. The Citation commented on Mr. Matson’s strong support for the OSA over many years since its inception. Australia suggested that New Zealand’s Citation be appended to the minutes of the meeting. Mr. John Devitt spoke in favour of the motion. The delegates acknowledged and confirmed the motion by acclamation. Mr. Matson then responded thanking the Congress for the honour of being elected as an Honorary Member.

11. CONSIDERATION OF BIDS FOR 8TH OCEANIA CHAMPIONSHIPS 2010.

The Honorary Secretary announced that two bids had been received from New Caledonia and Samoa. Both bidding Federations wished to present their bids formally to delegates. The Honorary Secretary distributed the bid documents to all delegates. New Caledonia and then Samoa presented their bids and took questions from delegates. The Chairman then announced a ballot would be taken. The result of the ballot was the announcement that the successful bidder was Samoa. The President and delegates congratulated Samoa by acclamation.
12. DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT CONGRESS

The Chairman suggested the next meeting of the Oceania Federations be held in Rome on the occasion of the 2009 FINA World Swimming Championships. The Chairman suggested the date and venue for the meeting be determined by the Executive of the OSA and advised to the Federations in due course. The delegates agreed to this suggestion.

13. CLOSING OF THE CONGRESS.

There being no other business to conduct the Chairman thanked the delegates and federations for their attendance at the Congress and formally closed the meeting at 230pm.

Neil Martin

Honorary Secretary 

Oceania Swimming Association

CITATION RECOMMENDING MR BILL MATSON FOR HONORARY MEMBERSHIP OF THE OCEANIA SWIMMING ASSOCIATION
Bill is now in his 36th year of swimming administration. Seventeen years of this has been as President of Oceania Swimming Association, as well as many other roles, which has resulted in him being elected as Life Member of his Club, Region and Swimming New Zealand.

At the World Championships held in Perth in 1991, a meeting was held to explore the suggestion that an Oceania Continental Association be established to complement the four Continental Associations already in existence. On the proposal of Australia, Bill was asked to Chair this meeting. He must have done a good job, even then, as without too much debate, it was agreed to form the Oceania Swimming Association. At the first meeting of the new organization, Bill was elected Interim President until the first Congress to be held in Papua New Guinea later that year. He was elected President there and was subsequently re-elected unopposed at Congresses in Tahiti in 1995, Guam 1999 and Fiji in 2004.

During his term as President, he has overseen the growth of the number of member Federations, as well as the establishment of the Oceania Championships, and we see the very successful 7th Oceania Championships here in Christchurch. He worked very hard to get the first Oceania Masters Championships underway. During all this time he was strongly supported by Roger Smith and Dennis Miller and latterly by Neil Martin.

However, Development has been the main thrust and Bill has been a strong dedicated advocate for funding to assist development within the Continent. He has pestered FINA to change its policy of the same treatment for all, and this culminated in the FINA Bureau agreeing in 2004 to treat Oceania as a special case. There is a true story that when Oceania Swimming Association sought the assistance of Robin Mitchell, IOC Member in Fiji, to approach the FINA President, Mr. Larfaoui told him “I don’t want to hear any more-all I get from Bill Matson is development in Oceania- over and over again!!!” But clearly Bill’s perseverance paid off.

In 1992 Bill was appointed as an Oceania representative on the newly established Technical Open Water Swimming Committee. In 1996 he was elected to the FINA Bureau and was re-elected in 2000 and 2005. At this last Congress in Montreal he was elected as Vice President.

During all this time he has clearly focused on his roots and has been enthusiastic and dedicated in promoting Oceania views.

I refer you to the FINA President’s welcome message in this year’s programme when he refers to Bill- “He has indeed been a strong advocate for Oceania”.

Aquatics New Zealand moves that Mr. Bill Matson be awarded an Honorary Membership of the Oceania Swimming Association.
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AFFILIATED FEDERATIONS

American Samoa (ASA) - Australia (AUS) - Cook Islands (COK) - Fiji (FIJ) - Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) -
Guam (GUM) - Marshall Islands (MIL) - Northern Mariana Islands (NMA) - New Zealand (NZL) - Palau (PAL) -
Papua New Guinea (PNG) - Samoa (SAM) - Tahiti (TAH)


