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Darwin Basketball Association

Championship Season 

22 July to 6 December 2008

Results from Tuesday 19 August 2008

Women

The Eagles persevered through a shooting drought in the first half against the Uni Rebels to finally run out 49-44 winners in the DBA Championship Season competition at the DBA stadium at Mararra.  Down by as many as 17pts during the first half due to some good hustling defence from the Rebels and some fine shooting from Delsey Ah Wang (15) and Frances Clarke (10) the Eagles ground out their win through sheer determination and stubborn defence late in the game.  Trailing 28-32 with 2 minutes to go in the third quarter Trish Graham (7) hit two free throws after a called foul when she drove to the hoop and then sank another two after a technical foul was issued to the Rebel bench, tying the game up at 32 all with 1:09 to go in the third quarter.  A Rebel basket from Jaylene Bonson followed up by a free throw from Eagle Angela Muller put the score at 34-33 in favour of Rebels with a last quarter scramble looming ahead.  It was basket for basket for the next 6 minutes, but the Eagles gained the upper hand through some great three point shooting from Greta Hollis who dropped in 12 of her game high 20 during the quarter (3 three pointers).  As the Eagles slowly inched away from the Rebels it all came down to a few made free throws from Sarah Hagan and Hollis as time ran out for the Rebels.   

Lightning played out another overtime win, this time with a thrilling 55-52 win against the Tracy Village Jets.  This win was decided with one overtime, whereas last week against the Warriors it took three!  Both teams had their chances in regulation but at the end of thirty two minutes it was all locked up at 46 apiece.  During regulation Lightning’s Claire O’Bryan and the Jets Desiree Weetra had the hot hands for their teams as peppered the nets consistently, both finishing up with 20pts. O’Bryan saved her best for the overtime as she nailed seven of her total to lead the Lightning to their third win of the season and a firm grip on second place on the ladder.

Ansett had a fright from the winless Warriors who came within a whisker of knocking off a top four team.  Ansett came out on top with a 35-32 win that was sealed from the charity stripe by Olivia Birkett (14) and Danette Lee (8).  A 8-1 second quarter series from Ansett put them in the drivers seat with a 12-20 halftime lead, but the Warriors gave it a good crack in the second half through Peta Bailey (12) and Bronwyn Wilkins. And a great defensive endeavor from Jess Moller who picked off quite a few errant passes from Ansett gave the Warriors more opportunities to narrow the gap. The Warriors outscored the Blues 20-15, but Birkett and Lee steadied the ship for Ansett as they played the inside outside game in the last seconds of the game, drawing the fouls they looked for to get to the line for the win. 

Ladder:
Eagles 5-0, Lightning 3-2, Tracy Village, Ansett & Uni Rebels 2-2, Warrior’s & Razzle 0-4 

Next Week:
6:30pm Eagles v Razzle, 7:45pm Uni Rebels v Warriors & 9pm Tracy Village Jets v Ansett, bye: Lightning

Men

Tracy Village Jets stormed back into the competition after a bye week to outclass Lightning 62-44 for sole possession of first place on the League ladder.  It was a pretty methodical display from the Jets as they picked apart the Lightning defence in a variety of ways.  Travis Ellis (34) was tireless in his efforts to score and put his hand up more than once in defence to knock down shots by the Lightning gunners.  Meanwhile Michael MacLean and Daniel Miller moved the ball around enough to keep Lightning off balance and pushed the break whenever there was a chance of an open layup.  Lightning were behind 29-15 at the half and with no hope at the end of three quarters when they trailed by 21.  They did, however outscore the Jets 16-13 after a couple of long range threes found the mark from Mark Lloyd, but much too late in the game to make a difference.  William Tokaduadua hit a team high 11 for Lightning.

The Eagles made their intentions known in the first quarter against the Uni Rebels as they set out upon a 21-6 run that ended up as a dominant 87-43 win.  It took the Rebels almost 4 minutes to score while the Eagles were hammering the hoop behind the shooting of Lucas Tanis (15) and Matt Rugendyke (16).  However, the Eagle defence was making a big statement by forcing the Rebels into putting up off balanced shots.  The Rebels didn’t look at all interested until Simon Hamill decided to attack the hoop rather than the player.  The last three quarters were much the same with the Rebels playing catch up ball and the Eagles substituting freely from their bench in an attempt to keep up the pace of the game.  Five players hit double figures for the Eagles while Hamill was tops for the Rebels with 11.

Jim Cocherone piled up a game high 31 for the Warriors as he guided them to their second win in a row… a hard fought 60-51 stoush against Ansett.  The loss was the first this season for Ansett and sees them slip out of second place into fourth, but with a game in hand.  Cocherone was all over the place, knocking down threes as well as the odd two pointer and he collected 10 from the free throw line, three more than Ansett had as a team.  It wasn’t all Cocherone though as Tyrone Foster and Jarrod Sheppard lent plenty of backing from the field while the big man duo of John Culbertson and Alex Hamriding worked the boards against their opposition numbers, Nick Feeney and Earl Nurse (15).  Ansett was always within a chance, but couldn’t quite breech the small gap the Warriors held over them.  A telling factor was from the free throw line: Warriors 16 Ansett 7.  

Ladder:
Tracy Village Jets 4-0, Eagles 3-2, Ansett 3-1, Lightning 2-3, Warriors 2-2, Razzle Storm 1-3 & Uni Rebels 0-4 

Next Week:
6:30pm Uni Rebels v Warriors, 7:45pm Tracy Village Jets v Ansett & 9pm Eagles v Razzle, bye: Lightning

Any queries ring Jeff Larson: 89-855953 or Mobile: 0408-017-469 

