MEDIA RELEASE

By Bryan Mitchell
Round 11 of the TAC Cup presented a series of stern challenges for the Loy Yang B Gippsland Power and they met and overcame them brilliantly with an excellent victory over the Calder Cannons. To start with the Power were without players of the calibre of Koby Stevens, Jarryd Blair, Edward Carr, John Butcher, Nick Heyne and Campbell Heath as they were in the state squad participating in the national championships. Obviously the loss of such quality players would tax any side but the problem was exacerbated with eight other boys being unavailable due to injury.

Regular Power team members Haelen Kay, Nathan Vardy, Michael Ross, Jed Costigan and Jack Weston were on the sidelines and it meant that Aussie Jones had the opportunity to give three boys their first Power game as well as giving some players another chance to display their talents at the elite level. Sam Cole made his long awaited debut while state under 16 squad members Dyson Heppell and Brayden Salton had their chance to match it with the big boys.

The third element of the challenge involved in this game was the fact that the remaining senior players had to lift to fill the gap and set the tone for the team’s performance. Aussie was justifiably delighted with the result as the “old timers” upped the ante to lead brilliantly by example, the youngsters held their own and the rest of the new players rose to the challenge and made significant contributions to an important team oriented victory. It was not just the four premiership points that came from the victory but the way in which the team responded to the pressure involved and importantly put the win-loss ratio into the positive side of the ledger.

In their first home game for the season the Power had ideal conditions for football and there was an air of expectation that they were primed for a big effort. The Cannons opened the scoring to let the Power know they had a game on their hands and some disciplined play from Dale Hoghton and Jared Risol let David Donchi in for the replying goal. Neither side could establish control early and it took some fine teamwork by Mitch Golby and Risol to give Dean Woodhead his first of the day. 

The Power had lifted their work rate and once again Golby was involved when he and Michael Stockdale gave Woodhead his second. Just when it appeared as if the Power had the initiative the Cannons hit back hard with two quick goals to punish them for not making the most of their entries into their forward 50. Stockdale and Hoghton combined after some scrappy play to Mannon Johnston in for a vital late goal and the Power went to the first change with a seven point lead.

It was the Power who scored the opening major of the term after Darren White capitalised on a 50 metre penalty and then Hoghton and Donchi used their skills and vision to allow Tim Ryan to score another goal. Not to be outdone, the Cannons capitalised on some poor Power decision making but once again Hoghton was in the thick of things and gave Sam Cole his first goal for the club. Dean Woodhead had his wits about him and capitalised on a defensive error by the Cannons and then Daniel McLinden, Stockdale and Johnston took the ball form the resultant centre bounce for a perfect goal. The Cannons scored late in the term but by the long break the Power led by 23 points and were seemingly in control of the game.

To say that the third term was a dour struggle would be an overstatement as both sides struggled to capitalise up forward. It took the Power 12 minutes to score the opening goal of the term with Stockdale and Russell Lehman combining to give Woodhead another major. Another ten minutes later Stockdale linked up with Daniel Kilpatrick to provide Woodhead with his fifth for the day and the Power had extended their lead to 34 points with one quarter to go. Aussie reminded the boys of their previous problems finishing off games in the last term and was keen for them to keep the pressure on in the contests and on the scoreboard. 

It seemed that early in the last quarter they weren’t listening as they squandered easy scoring opportunities but luckily the Cannons were also unable to find the goals to punish the Power. They finally broke the goal scoring drought but the Power lifted their work rate and Kilpatrick and Woodhead combined to regain the momentum for the Power. Some more good team work by Lehman, Risol and Johnston allowed Woodhead to kick the final goal of the game and give the Power a well deserved 39 point victory.

Final scores, Loy Yang B Gippsland Power 13 goals 10 behinds 88 points defeated Calder Cannons 6 goals 13 behinds 49 points. Goal kickers -  Dean Woodhead 7, Mannon Johnston 2, Sam Cole, David Donchi, Tim Ryan and Darren White 1. After establishing himself as a quality key defender for the past two seasons Dean Woodhead relished his move up forward and dominated the game. His superior aerial skills, pace and agility enabled him to be a potent target for team mates and he finished the work off with accurate finishing. On-baller David Donchi could never be described as a pretty footballer but his work ethic and willingness to put him self into the thick of the action was critical for the team in the absence of proven ball winners. He stepped up manfully and used the ball well to set up many positive passages of play. Nick Sing combined hard-nosed and disciplined defence with moments of class and was a key play maker with his ability to run and set up attacking play off the backline. His strength in the contests was another vital element of his impressive team oriented performance.

With his “partner in crime” Jarred Blair missing Michael Stockdale stepped up his already impressive efforts and was the key component of the sides on ball engine room. He won his many possessions with skill and strength and then used the ball with poise, vision and purpose to set up other with easy possessions. Kainen Schrape responded well to another chance to consolidate a place in the team with a strong game in defence. He gave his opponents few easy touches and had the confidence and skill to create play by backing his judgement and attacking. Ruckman Sam Nickless was another to take good advantage of a chance to grab a spot in the side and worked tirelessly to give his on-ballers first use of the ball. He used his strength and leap to full advantage and made sure that he contested the aerial duels around the ground.

Aussie was also very pleased with the efforts of established key players Tristan Francis and Dale Hoghton. They were critical contributors early in the game where they set the tone with their ferocious tackling and ability to win the hard ball. They used their hard-won possessions with purpose and took the pressure off others with their team oriented play. He was also pleased with the efforts of Dyson Heppell and Brayden Salton who showed that they had what it takes to be competitive at TAC Cup level.

The Power goes to Ballarat next weekend to take on the Rebels at Austar arena. Once again they will be without their state team members and the injury list will still be extensive. The pressure will be on the boys to keep up the excellent work ethic that served them so well against the Cannons. It won’t be easy as the Rebels have had an impressive start to the season and have a huge home ground advantage. 

Aussie will again rely on top-agers Francis, Brown, Woodhead and Stockdale to set the tone for the day and would want big inputs from youngsters Houghton, Sing, Donchi, Golby and Ryan. The boys know that the Rebels will pounce on any slackness in attitude and application and will need to work hard to minimise the turnovers and make effective use of their forward forays.  

