The Ranges narrowly escaped defeat on Sunday, with a 3-point win over the Bendigo Pioneers. The gutsy Ranges trailed for most of the game and ran over the top of Bendigo late in the last quarter to register another memorable win. 

A very even affair saw a toughly fought out first quarter in which the Pioneers came out just on top of the Ranges. Leigh Kitchin (Wantirna South) and Rory Sloane (Upwey-Tecoma) continued their fine form this season, leading the charge for the Ranges. Andrew La Marca (The Basin) and Josh Dyson were also solid, helping keep Ranges within touch. Nathan O’Keefe led from the front, with two first quarter goals and three for the match. Some errant shots by the Ranges meant they couldn’t translate their dominance onto the scoreboard and took just a minor lead into the first quarter break. 

Eastern Ranges 3.4.22

Bendigo Pioneers 2.2.14

The second quarter was again a struggle for dominance between the two evenly matched sides. Leigh Kitchin was outstanding again, taking charge through the midfield, whilst Jesse Dunne (Upwey-Tecoma) stood up across the backline for Eastern Ranges. Matthew Cunningham (Wantirna South) began to find his form and the ball, and John Del Giudice stood up too. Bendigo threatened to take control of the game, taking the lead midway through the second term, but a late goal to Grant Lofthouse (St. Simons) brought it back to within one straight kick at the half.

Eastern Ranges 6.5.41

Bendigo Pioneers 7.5.47

Staying true to the trend of the day, both teams failed to assert their dominance on the scoreboard. Control over the game oscillated between Bendigo and Eastern, as the Ranges tried to regain their quarter time lead. Andrew Renton was strong in the ruck, whilst Ryan Wilson and Grant Lofthouse continued to provide solid targets up forward. The Ranges continued to work hard but to no real avail on the scoreboard, managing to narrow the lead by just one point at the three quarter time break.

Eastern Ranges 10.9.69

Bendigo Pioneers 11.8.74

With five points separating the sides it was all set up for a thrilling finish. Ranges were unrelenting in their defensive pressure right around the ground, and were constant in their struggle to take the win. Rory Sloane led from the front, taking control and paving the way for the rest of his cohort. The youthful enthusiasm of Ryan Wilson and Cameron O’Shea shone through for Ranges, with both players stepping up under pressure. Ryan Harding was also important, finishing the game with two goals, whilst Andrew Ellis had a strong last term. The Ranges trailed by 3 points late in the last time, before they took the lead with one last roll of the dice. Michael Barnes (The Basin) and Jayden Cass combined in the dying minute of the match to seal an inspired win for Eastern Ranges, by a narrow 3 points.

Final Score:

Eastern Ranges 14.14.98

Bendigo Pioneers 14.11.95

Goal Kickers: R. Wilson 4, N. O’Keefe 3, G. Lofthouse 2, R. Harding 2, J. Cass 2, R. Sloane

Best: R. Sloane, R. Wilson, C. O’Shea, A. Renton, L. Kitchin, N. O’Keefe 

