
Johnson stays in VFL
NICK WADE and BRADLEY GREEN

STAYING PUT: Ben Johnson.

DELISTED Geelong rookie
Ben Johnson is set to remain
at the Cats on their VFL list
next season and will also
return to GFL club Bell Park.

Johnson, who was cut after
an injury-plagued 2011
season, plans to play at the
Dragons next year when not
required by Geelong’s VFL
side.

While he is yet to sign at
either club, the 24-year-old
key forward confirmed he in-
tended to play VFL at the

Cats and also play locally at
the Dragons.

Johnson, who has main-
tained a desire to continue
playing at the highest level,
hopes to play enough GFL
games next year to qualify for
the finals should the Dragons
compete.

Bell Park co-coach Tim
Sheringham said Johnson,
who played his junior and
early senior footy at the
Dragons, was keen to have a
long-term leadership role
with the club.

‘‘It’s really good to have
Bell Park kids come back
after they’ve been elsewhere,

that’s the main thing,’’
Dragons co-coach Tim
Sheringham said.

‘‘We would have been dis-
appointed if he went else-
where, so we’re pleased
Johnno committed – not so
much for just this year but
he’s also indicated he wants
to be involved in a leadership
role for years to come.

‘‘He wants to keep playing
at the highest level and we’ll
support him for as long as he
does and we’re happy to have
him back.’’

MELBOURNE has thrown
Geelong Falcons big man Jai

Sheahan a lifeline ahead of
next month’s rookie draft.

S h e a h a n , w h o w a s
surprisingly overlooked at
last week’s national draft, has
been invited to train with the
Demons over the next fort-
night.

The 18-year-old has a
strong relationship with new
Demons’ assistant coach
Aaron Greaves, who was in
charge at the Falcons this
year and has a high opinion of
his abilities.

Sheahan won the Falcons
best and fairest and also their
goalkicking this year.

The preseason and rookie

drafts will be held on Decem-
ber 13.

Sheahan joins another ex-
F a l c o n a n d B e l l P a r k
premiership player Tom
Couch training with the De-
mons in the hope of winning a
spot on their rookie list.

Other local rookie draft
hopefuls Andrew Boseley,
Ryan Monaghan, Cam Tudor,
Jordan Keras and Lachie Ed-
wards have joined Geelong’s
VFL preseason squad while
Sam Gordon and Fraser Lu-
cas have been given per-
mission to train with the
Falcons’ 2012 Hampden re-
g i o n s q u a d d o w n a t
Camperdown.

THREE CHEERS: Kim Rhodes with under-17 Barwon heads players Tayla Rhodes, Jemma Rhodes and Teegan Wilkie.

Meet the first lady ofAussie rules
TOM BENNETT

WHEN it comes to kicking a
footy, taking a specky or
laying a tackle, Kim Rhodes
knows every trick in the
book.

And so she should.
This self-confessed footy

tragic from Barwon Heads
was recently named top

Victorian Female Coach of
2011.

In taking out the award
Rhodes beat every female
Australian rules coach in the
state.

It capped off a vintage
season in which Rhodes’ Bar-
w o n H e a d s S e a g u l l s
snatched a thrilling two-
point win in the under-17
Geelong girl’s association

grand final on the back of a
14-2 win-loss record.

The award was presented
by the Victorian Coaches As-
sociation at a colourful cer-
emony at the MCG recently.

Rhodes, who has been in
the coaching caper for only
two years, says the honour
came out of the blue.

‘‘I was delighted to be
nominated but when they

announced my name (as win-
ner) it was a fantastic sur-
prise,’’ she said.

She was presented with a
watch and a certificate she
describes as ‘‘very special’’.

For the next 12 months – at
least – Rhodes will be undis-
puted queen of Barwon
Heads.

Just ask the girls she
coaches.

Kim’s tips
●

Kim Rhodes says there are six
key points she impresses on
her players on gameday.
❏ Always contest.
❏ Keep your eye on the ball.
❏ Make sure your kick
counts.
❏ Teamwork ... teamwork ...
teamwork.
❏ Have a positive attitude.
❏ Enjoy yourself.

Cats are
back in
training,
full on
BRADLEY GREEN

GEELONG’S 2012 prep-
arations stepped up an-
other gear yesterday
with the Cats entire play-
ing list officially back at
the club to start their
preseason campaign.

W h i l e t h e c l u b ’ s
younger players have
a l r e a d y b e e n p u t
t h r o u g h a h e a v y
workload over the past
m o n t h , t h e s e n i o r
players – minus star
midfielder James Kelly –
reported to Simonds
Stadium for duty.

Kelly is not due to
formally start back with
the squad until next
week because of his In-
ternational Rules com-
mitments.

Some players will be
on modified training
programs leading up un-
til the Christmas break.

The club’s five draftees
– Western Australia duo
Joel Hamling and Shane
Kersten, South Aust-
r a l i a n p a i r J o r d a n
Murdoch and Lincoln
McCarthy and seasoned
North Ballarat ruckman
Orren Stephenson –
were also introduced to
the group yesterday.

M E A N W H I L E t h e
Western Bulldogs’ on-
field slide this year has
been matched off the
field, with the club re-
cording an operating
profit less than half that
of a year ago.

The Dogs’ $121,762
profit for the year to
October 31 represented
the club’s fifth straight
positive result, but was
w e l l d o w n o n t h e
$288,184 result of the
previous year.

EX-ST KILDA full
back Zac Dawson has
been given AFL per-
mission to train with
Fremantle ahead of his
expected recruitment by
the Dockers.
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