Canterbury Cobra’s Under 20 Report for 2011

I would like to start my report by personally thanking the CAFL committee, in particular the work that went into organising flights, accommodation, and general correspondence with AFLNZ and Rob Vanstam. I would also like to recognise the hard work that individuals such as Terry Anderson and Eddie Cropley put in to allow this to be a successful venture.
While the campaign of the Canterbury Cobras Under 20’s may look disappointing from the results it is important to note the many disruptions, particularly late in our preparations that made for less than ideal preparations. However as we boarded the plane for Auckland I can honestly say that there was a positive and determined attitude amongst the 17 boys and 3 support staff that went. 

The appointment of Todd Andrews was a superb choice as he bought with him not only a wealth of experience and success in AFL but also a desire and passion to develop and improve the skills of our younger players. From our first meeting he told me how he wanted to run a professional campaign and this was certainly evident in his intentions right through to the moment that the final plane touched down in Christchurch. He was well supported by Stephan Van Gruteng who bought similar experience and success but was also able to apply his understanding of what players of this age group needed to work on. He was able to assist Todd in training sessions and at times was able to take on a lead coaching role. It is a shame that the results on the field did not match the level of commitment of these two gentlemen.

I would also like to make special mention to Justin Davies and Lachlan Keating for their assistance and expertise at some of these trainings and the support of the CAFL members that turned up for Sunday afternoon games.

When we touched down in Auckland we were taken straight to the ground. This gave the boys plenty of time to get a feel for the day ahead. After an outstanding warm up we were touched by the organisation of a guard of honour and a moments silence for the recent devastating quake in Christchurch. However from the moment the first ball was dropped we were outplayed by a strong Auckland side, eventually being beaten convincingly. After some soul searching we were faced with another daunting challenge, that of the New Zealand Under16’s. The boys were confident especially after our opposition were comfortably beaten earlier in the morning. However whatever their coach told them it certainly worked as we suffered yet another convincing loss to the eventual tournament champions. 
Saturday night saw the official dinner. To say that the boys were disappointed about the compulsory attendance would be an understatement as many wanted to take up another opportunity to go to the Warriors. This led to a lot of complaining but good management eventually won out and everybody stayed. We made it to our accommodation at 8pm which was an extremely long day. Most of the boys held to their curfews with only a small few arriving just after.
On Sunday again we arrived at the park with plenty of time before our game against Wellington. After a more relaxed build up the boys started with a hiss and roar and for the first time on the weekend they were able to open up a lead on their opposition. However they were eventually hunted down in the last quarter of the game to suffer a narrow loss. This set up a playoff for third and fourth against Auckland. After a short rest a dejected team took the park and while they were able to remain close at half time the second half saw Auckland run away with it at ease.

After the presentations it was off to the airport. As it turned out our early arrival was a blessing in disguise as Jetstar had cancelled our flight. Without dwelling too much on the details of this it was a stressful 8 hours before touching down in Christchurch. It was disappointing to have leave two thirds of our party in Auckland but again by all accounts the behaviour was excellent and for many this proved the highlight of their trip – I wish I could share the same sentiment.

It was an excellent campaign albeit punctured with disappointing elements as previously mentioned. Credit must be paid to the boys as they trained hard but ultimately could not come through on game day.
We had 6 players selected for the New Zealand Under 20 squad. Our Best and Fairest Martin Swart who was playing his first proper game over the weekend, Josh Robles and Will Jennings two of our youngest members, as well as Sam Marsh, Sam Blackler and Craig Varcoe. Well done to these boys for the efforts they put in.

As always there are areas for improvements

1) Earlier appointment of a coach – this is essential as many of our boys leave to go home over the long holidays and as we learnt it is very disruptive not to be able to train with a full squad. It would also be beneficial to allow the coach to watch players in game situations during our local competition.

2) A CAFL sanctioned Charter or Contract of Behaviour – this would allow those players selected for the tournament to know what is expected of them and consequences for those that break them.

3) Early communication between CAFL and Team Manager – I felt particularly early on that I was organising flights and accommodation and was in regular contact with Rob and the AFLNZ team only to find that this was being organised by CAFL (if only we had used their flights with Air New Zealand)

Finally I would like to thank CAFL for the opportunity and support for both myself and the team. The tournament is a very good one and certainly allows a clear pathway for our juniors to achieve success. It is my strong recommendation that we continue our full support of this event annually.

Results

Vs Auckland

Canty   3   8   26        Auckland   8   7   55

Vs NZ 16’s

Canty   5   2   32        NZ 16’s    11  6   72

Vs Wellington

Canty   7   5   47       Wellington  9   5   59
Vs Auckland 

Canty   4   3   27        Auckland   13  11  89

Jonathan Collins

