NEW COURT MARKINGS and PLAYING RULES for DOMESTIC COMPETITIONS in 2011
BACKGROUND:
Basketball Australia over the past three years have released various recommendations regarding the implementation of the new FIBA rules, particularly focusing on those rules which impact on court markings and technical equipment.

To hopefully alleviate the possible confusion regarding the implementation of the new FIBA Rules and the specific playing rules for 2011, the Basketball Victoria Technical Officials Commission has attempted to tie together all these recommendations and develop a clear direction for all competitions within Victoria.
In summary, the Technical Officials Commission has attempted to address the various issues that all those involved in the implementation of the new rules have had to consider. 
To quote from a memo distributed by Basketball Australia’s Competitions Committee, in March 2010.

“The major areas of concern for basketball are the implementation of these new markings, especially because the number of courts that are involved means that the work needs to be done progressively rather than at one time. This means that certain venues and certain courts within a particular venue will progressively have different markings over the next few years. The major issue is to provide clarity as to the effect of these potential differences upon the operations of our competitions, firstly in 2010 and beyond.”
IMPLEMENTATION of COURT MARKINGS and TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT:
Basketball Victoria’s Implementation Plan (taking into consideration the BA National Implementation Plan) 

1. The new FIBA court markings shall be applied for all new courts and belt sanded courts from August 2008. However, the existing 3 point line (6.25m) should also be marked. . (3 point lines should be marked in different colours – one white, the alternate colour to be red, green, blue, yellow or black.)
2. NBL , WNBL and SEABL courts will require the full new court markings for the 2010/2011 season, PLUS the shot clock modification to allow the clock to be reset to indicate 14 seconds.
3. Associations considering tendering for National Junior Championships for 2011 and beyond, will require the full new court markings, plus the existing 3 point line (6.25m). PLUS the shot clock modification to allow the clock to be reset to indicate 14 seconds.
4. For all other domestic competitions, the new court markings should be applied, along with the existing 3 point line (6.25m), from 1st. January 2013. For purely domestic courts, it is up to the discretion of the association as to whether they apply the new 3 point line.
5. If domestic courts are considering installing shot clock facilities, the modification to allow the clock to be reset to indicate 14 seconds should be included.

RECOMMENDED IMPLEMENTATION of NEW FIBA RULES and RULES WHICH WILL BE APPLIED AS OF THE 1ST.JANUARY 2011 for DOMESTIC COMPETITIONS
Art. 2.4.3 – The Key 

The restricted area (“The Key”) has been changed to a rectangle 5.8m by 3.6m. 
Rule: Both restricted area markings will be accepted – there has been no change to the rules and interpretations related to the restricted area.
Art. 2.4.4 – 3 Point Line 

The new three point line has been extended from 6.25m to 6.75m. Both lines shall be in place (if the new markings are applied). The related rules and interpretations remain unchanged. 

Rule: The existing 3 point line (6.25m) shall be the only line to be used irrespective if there are two lines marked as per directive. 
Art. 2.4.6/17.2.4 – Inbound Line 

A throw-in line 15cm long, outside the playing court, will be marked 8.325m from the end line (at the top of the three point arc) on the sideline opposite the scorer’s table. This line is used in the last two minutes of the last period or any extra period, when the team entitled to a throw-in from its back court has taken a time-out and the ball is advanced up the court for the throw in. 

(Previously this throw-in was administered at the half way line, opposite the scorer’s table.)
Rule: This line (either permanent or temporary) should exist and the rule applied. If there is no marking, referees will still apply the rule by judging the spot as at the top of the three point arc. (the old 3 point arc)
Art 4 – Uniforms and Equipment
Teams shall use numbers from four (4) to fifteen (15). National federations have

the authority to approve, for their competitions, any other numbers with a

maximum of two (2) digits.
Basketball Australia have recommended that competitions only consider using numbers, 4-15, 20-25, 30-35,40-45,50-55. 

Rule: This rule will be applied for season 2011.

Art. 8.6/9.1/9.2/10.2 - Beginning of a period 

At the start of the game, the ball becomes live and the game commences when the ball leaves the referee’s hand(s) on the jump ball (Art. 8.6/9.1) 

The game clock does not commence until the ball is legally tapped by one of the players in the jump ball. (Art 49.2) 
For all other periods and extra periods, the period begins when the ball is placed at the disposal of the thrower-in (Art. 8.6/9.2). 
Rule: This rule will be applied for season 2011

It eliminates the theoretical problem that existed when a foul was committed during the jump ball before the ball has been tapped. By the old rule this was a foul in the interval and now it is a foul during the game.
During throw-in – the other periods begin and the intervals before end, when the ball becomes live, that is, the thrower-in has the ball at his disposal. By the old rule it was the moment when the ball was touched on court.

Rule: This rule will be applied for season 2011.
It will need to be conveyed to score table personnel and game officials. It does NOT change the way in which the clock is started under the current rules. 
Art. 16.2.5 - Shot taken in final three-tenths of a second in a period 
For a player to secure possession of the ball and attempt a field goal 

(a) following a throw-in or 

(b) on a rebound after a last or only free throw, 

The game clock must indicate more than 0.00.3 (three-tenths of a second) is remaining until the end of the period. If less than three tenths remains, a valid field goal must result from tapping or directly dunking the ball.
Rule: This rule will be applied for season 2011and implemented as written. 
It is acknowledged that it will only impact games played on courts having the timing equipment capable of indicating the specified level of accuracy.
Art. 28.1.1/28.1.2 - Eight-seconds in the backcourt 

When a throw-in is administered in a team’s backcourt, the 8-second count shall start/resume when the ball touches any player (offensive or defensive) in the backcourt, while the team of the player making the throw-in remains in control of the ball. This means that the game clock and the shot clock start simultaneously.

Rule: This rule will be applied for season 2011
It will need to be conveyed to score table personnel and game officials.

Art 28
 Has been amended to clarify when the ball moves from the back to the front court. 

The ball is in the frontcourt when:- 

(a) it touches or is legally touched by a defensive player who has part of his body in contact with his backcourt (that is, the offensive team’s frontcourt) 

(b) it is touched by an offensive player who has both feet in the front court. 

(c) though not in control of any player, it touches the frontcourt 

(d) it touches an official who has part of their body in the frontcourt 

(e) during a dribble from the backcourt to the frontcourt, both feet of the dribbler and the ball are in contact with the frontcourt. 

Rule: This rule change to apply as written.
Examples: 

I. Offensive player catches a pass near the half way line. They are not in the front court until both feet touch the front court. For example, 
II. Offensive player catches a pass whilst straddling the half way line, the ball is still in the back court. 
III. Offensive player jumps from his back court landing with one foot in the front court followed by the other foot landing in the back court, this is not a violation and the ball is still in the back court.
IV. Offensive player is straddling the line when they catch the ball, they can pivot off either foot without a violation being called.
V. Offensive player is in their back court with the ball, pivots and places one foot in the front court they can pivot again and put the foot back in the back court without a violation being called.
Art. 29.1.1 - Twenty-four seconds 

On a throw-in, the 24-second clock shall start when the ball touches or is legally touched by any player (offensive or defensive) on the playing court, provided the team of the player making the throw-in remains in control of the ball. 

If a defensive player touches the ball the 24 second clock shall start, but the clock does not reset unless they gain control.
Rule: This rule change will need to be conveyed to score table personnel and game officials.
It is acknowledged that this rule will only impact games played on courts having the twenty-four second timing equipment and games were this rule is applied. (ie. Local associations who use the 24 second shot clock in their competitions).
Art. 29.2.1 – 14 second reset 

If the game is stopped by an official for a foul or violation (not out of bounds) and the ball shall be awarded to the same team that previously had control of the ball, and the throw in is administered in the backcourt, the 24 second clock shall be reset to 24-seconds.

If the throw in is to be administered in the front court , the 24-second clock shall be reset as follows; 
1. If 14 seconds or more remained on the 24-second clock at the time the game was stopped, the 24-second clock shall not be reset but shall remain the same. 

2. If the resulting throw-in is to be administered in the frontcourt and 13 seconds or less are displayed on the 24-second clock at the time the game was stopped, the 24-second clock shall be reset to 14 seconds. 

Rule: This rule will not be applied for season 2011. (this rule requires modified technical equipment)
Art 36 - Unsportsmanlike foul during throw-in

The official interpretation stated that an unsportsmanlike foul shall be given automatically if a defensive player commits a foul while the ball is out-of-bounds for a throw-in and still in the hands of the official or already at the disposal of the player taking the throw-in and before the ball is released by the thrower-in.

According to the new interpretation this shall be applied ONLY in the last 2 minutes of the last period and during the last 2 minutes of each extra period.

Rule: This rule change to apply as written.

Art 38 - Technical foul during a last or only free throw

On the last or only foul shot, a technical foul shall be charged against any defensive player who commits a goal tending violation. It is no longer a technical foul if a defensive player commits an interference violation.
Rule: This rule change to apply as written.

Art. 2.4.7 – No Charge Semi-Circle and Art. 33
No-charge semi-circles, each with a radius of 1.25 metres, will be drawn on the court from centre point immediately below each basket. Each semi-circle will have a radius of 1.25m. Art 33.10 describes the rule related to these areas.
The purpose of the no-charge semi-circle rule is not to reward a defensive player who has taken a position under his own basket in order to draw a charging foul against an offensive player who is in control of the ball and is penetrating towards the basket.

Rule: This court marking and the associated rule interpretation shall not be applied for season 2011. 

However, the previous rule interpretation shall be applied. - (This is very much aligned to instructions given to referees in their current education programs)
When an offensive player drives into the key from in front of the backboard and causes normal basketball contact against a defender who is under or beyond the basket an offensive foul shall not be called, provided 

(a) the offensive player is in control of the ball while airborne and attempts a shot or passes;

(b) the defensive player has established a legal position (before the offensive has become airborne) under or beyond the basket area; 
(c) the offensive player does not illegally use hands, arms, legs or body. 
This above interpretation should not be a major focus in domestic and/or grassroots programs, where consideration should always be given to the severity of the contact, how/when/why it occurred, and the abilities and standards of the players.

Art 4.3.1 – Uniforms and Equipment
Socks of the same dominant colour must be worn by all players on the team. 

Rule: This rule will not be applied for season 2011.

Art. 4.4.2 

Four additions have been made to the list of “other equipment” that players may legally wear. 
(a) Compression sleeves may be worn provided they are of the same dominant colour as the team shirts. 

(b) Compression stockings may be worn provided they are of the same dominant colour as the team’s shorts. If worn on the upper leg the stocking must end above the knee; if for the lower leg it must end below the knee. 

(c) Mouth guards must be non-coloured and transparent. 

Rule: This rule will not be applied for season 2011.

CONCLUSION:

The above clarification and explanation of the new court markings and their associated rule changes are expected to be implemented in their entirety by January 2013 (Basketball Australia time line document)

The Technical Officials Committee and Basketball Victoria have provided these rules to ensure parity and consistency of the rules effected directly by the requirements of technical equipment changes.

It is important to understand basketball in Victoria have agreed to implement all the other new FIBA rules as written.

 The Technical Officials Committee, Basketball Victoria and their associated competitions will review the situation at the end of the 2011 season and as a result provide clear rule implementations for the 2012 season and beyond.

