Sweet success for Warriors
14 Sep, 2010 12:00 AM
WFL - Stawell Westlift Warriors have done it again, claiming their fourth consecutive Wimmera Football League reserves premiership with a strong performance against Warrack Eagles on Saturday at Central Park, Stawell. 
It was 'D-Day' again for the Warriors who had worked hard to book their place in the grand final and weren't going home empty handed, running away 13.6 (84) to 7.3 (45) victors. 
It was the Warriors start that won them the match, with solid forward Craig Jenkins getting the first goal on the board in the opening few minutes. 
This sparked a push and shove between Jenkins and his Warrack opponent that Jamie Solyom stepped into and was sent from the field with a yellow card. 
With the league leading goalkicker out of the action, Jenkins stepped up to the plate and played a big part to Stawell's brilliant opening quarter. 
Jenkins again kicked a goal after being awarded a 50 metre penalty, before Brenton Potter snapped another from 40 metres out. 
Warrack grabbed their first goal to give them hope, however a Lucas Fudge mark and goal, followed by a straight set shot kick from Jenkins had the Warriors 24 points ahead at quarter time. 
After six minutes of the football going up and back through the midfield, Jenkins kicked his fourth to spark Stawell. 
A clearance from midfielder Andrew Dunn saw the ball land in Jenkins hands who chiped to the leading Solyom, converting from 20 metres out. 
Another goal to Solyom put Stawell well in front by 40 points, before Warrack's Matt Hutchinson kicked two quick goals to keep them within reach, going into the main break 28 points behind. 
Solyom got the third quarter rolling with his third major of the day thanks to Adam Clayton, followed by a 60 metre bomb from James Devery into the forward line, having Potter picking up the crumbs and kicking truly as the ball flew over the pack. 
When Isaac Rathgeber swooped on a loose ball and banged through a big goal the Warriors were out to a 40 point lead heading into the final term.
An even last quarter had Jenkins open with a goal, before forward Joe Boisen went for a mark and came crashing down on his head and play was held up play as a stretcher was called to take him from the field. 
Eagles worked hard to kick two goals, but with Solyom putting the icing on the cake late in the quarter, it was all over, Warriors running out 39 point winners. 
Jenkins finished a top day out with five goals, while Solyom booted four, as onballers Jesse Eckel, Neil Beaton and Issac Rathgeber continually fed the forwards after being fed by ruckman James Devery, who claimed the VCFL best on ground medal for his efforts. 
Coach Brett Graveson addressed his troops after the game. 
"It's now four years in a row, you guys should be very proud of that effort," he said. 
Graveson spoke excitedly about the match. 
"Being at home it was a great atmosphere and great to see a lot of people out there supporting us," Graveson said. 
"It was important that we worked hard early and the thing that probably helped us today was when Soly (Solyom) got sent off, because that made Jenks (Jenkins) stand up. 
"The good start had them (Warrack) under pressure straight away, and really that's what won us the game in the end." 
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